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PAECOUNT 


IEE and DEATH 
| ME Elizabeth _ 


. Who Died, © 
2 the Iith, 1720. Aged 76. 
Chiefly Collected out of her Own 


FD 1:A R Y. 


Together with Her 


3 SE RMON, | 


Preach'd at Briſtol, May 22. 1720. 


BY 1TH E ; 
Reverend Mr. William Tong, 
FJ AND H 


BY THE 
Reverend Mr. J. Watts. © 


—ũẽ — .— ̃ͤ——e äö?2—é 
To Necommend ſuch Perſons, the Vertues of whoſe Lives have 
been ſo Bright and Exemplary, is not only a Piece of Fuſtice 

due to the Dead, but an Aft of great Charity to the Living, 
ſetting 4 Pattern of Well-doing before them, very apt and 
. to Incite and Encourage them to go and do likewiſe — 

| A, B. Tillotfon,—— 


1— . — — 
| Briſtol : Printed by and for J. Penn, and ſoid by J. Sprint, 
Bookſellers in Londen, 1720, 
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in Little- Britain; and Em, Matthews, in Pater-Noſter-Row, 
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READER. 
Courteous Reader, 


Am not ſuch a Stranger to the Captious 
Temper of the Age, in. which I haue 


o 


X liv'd ſo long, as not to expect the Cen- 
| ures of many in undertaking this Work my 
' ſelf, which every one (at firſt) will think 
ought to have been done (if done at 2 
by a more indifferent and impartial Hand. 
And I am very ready to ſubmit to the juſtice 
. their Cenſure ſo far, as to own, That the 
en and Patronage of others would haue re- 
commended it to the World with leſs Suſpi- 
cion and Fealouſy, and in a much better 
Dreſs, and with far greater Advantage - 
and Liking than I can do. But in Plea for 
my ſelf, I muſt acquaint ſuch, that I haue not 
been wanting in endeauouring to Engage 
ſome of my Krethren in this Wark who were 
. beſt acquainted with the Deceaſed : But the 
* conſtant Burden of neceſſary Bufmeſs upon 
ſome, the Modeſly of others, and the great 
Diſtance of the reſt (from the Place where 
the Providence of G OD has at preſent caſt 


FX -. me) 


8 
ts n 


To the Reader. 
me) has denied me that Satisfaction, and 
the'World that-Priviledee. 
Since therefore it bas fallen upon my ſelf, 
T am chiefly conceri'd, that the daily Work 
upon my own Hands, in ſuch a Province as 
that I am now Acting in, and my own bodily * 
Infirmities, and the diſconſolate Frame of 
my own Spirit, have rendered me ſo incapa- 
ble, and given me ſo little Leiſure to peruſe 
and digeſt the ſeveral Volumes of Manu- 
1 ſcripte, out of which the neceſſary Collections 
1 ſbould be made, to do juſtice to ber Me- 
. mory. | wal of 
However, left all the Memorables of her 
| Life ſhould be loft at once, I have ventured 
=—_— on all the Difficulties, and publiſhed the 

$ few following Fragments, which will rather | 
\ | ID. 
ſerve as a Specimen, than give any full Ac- 

þ count of ber Life, in all the Duties, Tryals, 
= - States, and Relations of a Chriſtian. 
j | Her Diary to me has been one of the moſt 
affecting Things I ever read; tis large and 
Sens and runs thro" almoſt the Courſe 
of Thirty Tears, It ſeems to me to be pen d 
with great Sincerity, Humility, and Mode- 
fly, without any Art or Acffectation; in a 
Wh * Variety of Expreſſion, without Taute- 
| | ogy; and with ſuch a Deſign to carry on 
| rhe Intereſt and Power of Religion in her 

| 


_ 621 Soul, and to Record the Works of the 
Lord in her, and for her, to the Honour of 


1! | the Riches of his own Grace, that whatever 
= _ the Opinion of others might be concerning it, 
| | I ſhall 


To the Reader. 
T ſhall always reckon it among ſt my greateſt 


Treaſures. . y Ny. 
It bas been one 4 the greateſt Difficulties 
to me in the whole Performance, to ſatisfy. 
2 ſelf to leave out at leaſt Nine Parts in 
en of what I thought was truly valuable, 
and thereby to FR. the Counettion, Depen- 
dance, and Conſiſtency of the whole Diary; 
and yet I found it was abſolutely neceſſary, 
or elſe the Volume muſt have ſwell'd to ſuch 
a bigneſs as to have been Uſeleſs to many 
for whom it was eſpecially defign'd. 
J bope I bave given no juſt Occaſion to 
any to ſuſpect my Sincerity in what I have 
done; I have afted (if I miſtake not my 
ſelf) under a more governing Principle than 
that of Affection; and have not impoſed 
= falſe or imaginary Things upon the 
World; but can fully vindicate my; ſel (in 
what I call Her's ) by Original Vouchers, 
which every one muſt allow (that calls not 
Her own Sinterity into Queſtion) to be Au- 
thenticł. r 
Her LIFE, I am well aſſured, has been 
of great Service to many, and I would hope 
theſe few Memorials of it may be uſeful to 
more. And that ſuch as have not been duly 


influenced by the Precepts of Religion, may 


be ſomewhat induced by ſuch an Exemplar 

to the Practice of it. | 
It is not for one in my afflifted State, and 
eſpecially upon a Subje# ſo grigvons as this, 
to have any regard to Stile or Language; it 
A 3 (hall 


| _ To the Reader. | 
fall ſatisfy me, and I believe it will be. more 


pleaſmg to others, that I chiefly write with 
her - own Pen, having ever thought her 


1 55 and Expreſſu hon more Wee Conciſe, 
and Spiritual, than my own. 
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| To the Dear wh 
Relations and Friends 
7 & - 


DECEASED, 


r 
_ Hers and Mine. 
< $80} n Nv 296: 2 


My dear Friends and Relations, i or 
Have no Reaſon to think that the Manu- 
1 ſcripts of the Deceaſed (committed only to 
ſelf) were ever intended by Her for 

| Publick View. But being neither under any Di- 
rection or Interdi& concerning them, and think- 
ing they are valuable in themſelves, and ſuch as 
have a probable Tendency to a Common Good: 


' T have ventured upon that which I never did 


before, to diſcover Her thus far in her Reli- 


gious Secreſies, fince it is with no other View, 
than to magnify the Grace of G OD in Her, 


to endear Her Memory to Survivors, and to 
propagate Religion in the World, and more 
9 els eſpecially 


WW 
* ” 
, - 
. 
4 g 
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To the dear Friends and Relations 


eſpecially amongſt our ſelves, for whom She 
had an 1 Concern, and Inviolable 
Affection, as almoſt every Page in Her Diary 


It is, doubtleſs, a very great Inſtance of Di- 
vine Benignity and Good-will to Men, to In- 
truſt us with the Lives, and allow us to ob- 
ſerve the Deaths, of ſome ſuch Heavenly Cxea- 

tures here on Earth, to teach Us the Way of 
uſeful Living, and to Reconcile ps the more 
laſt to the Thoughts of Dying, 


. 


It has often recommended Religion to me, 
ta obſerve the Baur Light, and Luſtre of jt, 
jo the Unblemiſh'd Lives of ſome Eminent 

rofeſſors; and made the Thoughts even of 
Heaven it ſelf more pleaſant, as it is the 
Place, and Center, and Reſt of ſuch precious 
Souls, which we are hoping to enjoy with 
much greater Advantage than in an embodied 
State: Nay, and rendered the Grave it ſelf, 
and all the doleful Scenes of Mortality by far 
the leſs formidable, ſince it is but our Dwel- 
ling. a while with ſuch Sacred Duſt, in Ob- 
ſcurity and Silence, to riſe together at laſt 
in Glory, to be for ever with the Lord. 


If the Example of a Relative will a 

wiſe provoke you to an Imitation, T hope 
will be this; GOD was Her Witneſs, and ſo 
am TI, to the daily Travail of Her Soul, fer the 

Eternal Safety and Happineſs of yours. How 
many Hours of Prayers, yea, and how many 
Days of Faſtivg aud Prayer, has She ſpent for 

Her Own Relations and Aſine, with Equal Con- 
tern, as She has often ſaid? How often can I 
find Her in Her Diary Praying and ang 

| | | all 


— 


"of the Diteaſed, &c. 
and Wreſtling with GOD for. you, when 
ou knew it not? And Recommending all 
your particular Caſes, in all the Circumftances 
of them in a moſt Pathetical Manner to GOD? 
Sometimes Rejoycing, ſometimes Monrning, 
but always Hoping and Waiting, even under 
Diſcouragements. IE | 


By this you will know, what a Praying-Friend 
you have loſt, but GOD forbid that Her 
Prayers themſelves ſhould be loſt too, 'I hope 
they will not, I hope they cannot. 


But give me leave, as a Friend to ſuch that 
were ſo dear to Her, (and whither to me let 
- GOD be Witneſs) to entreat, and _— 
and adjure you all to pray for your ſelves, an 

for one another, as She did; and it may ſtreng- 
then your Faith and Hope, that She has laid 
up ſuch a Stock of Prayers for you, which 
have been long entrufted with the common 
Advocate. ENT | ep 


* "What can I fay to my dear Relations more? 
But that as ever you would ſee Her Face in 
Glory hereafter, you would conſcionably Re- 
member now Her Heavenly Inſtructions, Her 
Faithful pot, Her Pathetical Warnings, 
and Compaſſionate Entreaties, for your own 
I and the Good of your Families? How ö] 
often has She ſummoned your Conſciences to 
an Account in Converſation with you? How 
often has She reminded you of your Solemn 
Dedications to GOO in Baptiſm? And the 
many Perfonal and Super-added Vows and En- 
gagements you have been under ſince ? How 
ſeriouſly has She warn'd you, never to forſake 
the GOD of your Fathers, nor be aſhan 1 | 
| 7 


a 8 


To the dear Friends and Relations 
of Religion in the Power, Purity, and Practice 
of it? How often has She reviv'd your Con- 

victions, animated your Deſires, encouraged 
your -Beginnings with G OD, and caution'd 
againſt a deceitful World, the Company of 
ſuch as are acted by the Devil, and are Agents 
for him; and eſpecially of ſuch, who have 
| treacherouſly departed from GOD, and the 
Intereſts of Religion? This has been the Man- 
ner of Her Life with you, Her Generous De- 
ſigns, and Religious Methods, as I am. ſure 
you know, without any Recourſe had to Her 


4 


* 


own Papers. 


Now, if all Her Prayers, and Tears, and 

Diſtreſſes for you, ſhould ſignify nothing, but 

"Wh be loſt at laſt, what a Wound will it be to 
4 the Hearts of ſurviving Relations! What a 
| Brand of Infamy upon your ſelves, to ſet 
at Naught the Counſels and Example of ſuch 
a Friend! To degenerate from Her Anceſtors 
and Family! And in ſpight of all Her Kind- 
neſs and tendereſt Bowels of Compaſhon to- 
awards yeu,: to procure, for your. ſelves, double 
Damnation. 5 „ 


Lask no Pardon for my Neceſſary Plain- 
neſs and Freedom with you, which (GOD. 
x knows) proceeds from the Sincerity and Ear- 
j neſtneſs of my Affections. This is (very pro- | 
| bably) the lat Time I ſhall ever Addreſs my 
| ſelf to any of you in this Publick, Manner; 
I am ening Homewards, and ſhould be 
| Gi ** to be call'd to my Father's Houſe and 
1 Family Above; to ſee the Face of my Lord 
=_ Redeemer, and to join Conſort with the Tri- 
: umphant Choir, in their Everlaſting Hallelu- 
jahs; and with Her, amongſt the reſt, who 
.” "—m_ 


of the Deceaſed, &c. 


was Once my deareſt Relation upon Earth (whom 
I doubt not to know in Her f unbodied State. 
And that I may meet you all in the bleſ- 
ſed Societ 1. and Church of the Firſt-born, with 


mutual Gladneſs and Joy hereafter, I am now 
Tour faithful Monitor in all 
* the Bonds of Affection 

1 and Religion, | 


Samuel Bury. 
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Mrs Elizabeth B wry. 


c HA p. E. 
O Her Birth, Parenage, 41 aki . 


= = Rs. Elizabeth Bury was Born (about) 
T3 — he Second of March, 1644. at Clare 
Nu in the Coun e and was 
q Be Baptiz'd the Tw 
Her Father was Captain Alm 
Lawrence, of Lynton, in Cambridge- 
Hire; a very graceful Perſon, of good Cha- 
N and great Integrity, Who died Fune 13. 
164 

Her Mother was Mrs. Elizabeth Cutts, Daugh- 
ter « Es Cutts, Ts of Clare, aforeſaid ;, a 


© Perſon 


— — 
* 2 . 
* * * * W 
K 
1 F 4 


| ; © „ Of Her Birth, | 
| Perſon learn'd in the Law, yet a great Peace- 


aker amongſt his | abours, and a. ca. 
Beger of the Intereſt of the Goſpel, hb | 
died Au 23. 1657. and his moſt eminer 
Religious Conſort after him, Auguſt 5. 1667. 
Theſe were the holy and happy Parents of 
Mrs. Elizabeth Bury, who not only bare their 
Eartbly, but much more their Heavenly Image. 
Her Mother was a Perſon well known to my 
ſelf, and celebrated (I think) by moſt that 
knew her, for her great Sagacity and Penetra- 
tion as well as her great Piety and Zeal in Re- 
ligion. - She was an eminently ſerious, ” heg- 
| venly, and experienced Chriſtian; an Orna- 
ment to her Family, a Bleſſing to her Chil- 
=_ + dren, and the Delight of all her Friends: Se 
7 lived long to adorn her Profeſſion, to exem- 
1 plify Religion, and to teſtify her Conſtancy 
[ © and Reſolution for the Intereſt of Chriſt. Her 
} | Converſation was pleaſant and profitable: Her 
1 Expectations of a better Life were ſteady, and 
1 for many Tears unſhaken: Her Tryals were 
14 many, and her Faith victorious. The conſtant 
0 | Tenor, Courſe,” and Buſineſs of her Life, the 
1 i . 


ſolemn Tranſactions between G O D and her 


| | Soul, her ſweet and near Communion with 
A GOD, the full Acquaintance ſhe had with her 
Will ſelf, and the weekly ſolemn Remembrance ſhe 
| had of her Family in her Cloſet, would fully 


1 appear by her own Papers, which have been 
28 lately put into my Hands. ” 
By her firſt Husband (Lawrence) ſhe had ſe- 
"vera in 88 . f 
5 Anne, the Firſt, who ma Mr. ,a 

= Citizen of London, and diel be Weeks * 
| Fuly 12. 1660. much lamented by her Friends, 
| being a Perſon of early Piety, ripe Judgment, 

| and quick Parts and Capacity, e 
£2 : | 4 | Elizabeth, 


CS 


| Parentape, and Family. 
Elixabeth, the Second, of whom you have 
the following Narrative. 
Adam's, the Third, 'who was Born, OG. 
1647. and died the Auguſt following 
Mary, the Fourth, (who mabeyd Mr. Jobn 
Maſon, of St, Foes, Huntingtonſhire) a Perſon of 
true Piety, but haraſſed with various Exerciſes 
in different Scenes of Life. She died, Fane 29. 
1717. Ez 3:03 7 tu wht ? w 57h Wat 
he Mother, about Three Tears aſter the 
Death of her Husband (Lawrence) was mar- 
2 again to the Reverend Mr. Nathaniel Brad- 
\ 2 


B. D. and one'of the Senior Fellows of Tri- 
»ity, College in Cambridge; a Perſon (ſaith Dr. 
y) eminently Holy; a ſtrict Obſerver of 
the Sabbath, and a laborious Catechiſ in his Fa- 
mily, to whom he conſtantly expounded” the 
de Are and Evening; a Boanerges, 
well adapted to the People in Vivelingbam, in 
Cambridgeſhire, to whom he preached, whom he 
found very Profane and Ignorant; but in a lit- 
tle Time had numerous Seals given to his Mi- 
niſtry among them: He left his Living of be- 
tween Three and Four Hundred Pounds per An- 
num, for the Eaſe and Safety of his Conſcence, 
Auguſt 24. 1662.—He died OE. 16. 1690. in the 
Seventy-firſt Year of his Age. 
By bim ſhe had fix Children; 
The Firft was Thomas, Born March 26. 1652. 
who died April 15. following. | 
The Second was Elizabeth, a ſerious, circum- 
Ipect, judicious, and exemplary Chriſtian; a 


— 


common and compaſſionate Nurſe to her Fa- 


mily and Friends, often bowed down with 
Fears and Jealoufies, as to her ſpiritual State 
a Perſon o youu! Knowledge, quick Parts, an 
and tender Affections; age. 8 'her own Ex- 
r 


7 


e Her Birth, &c. 


Her own. Papers (left in my Hands) ſhew her 
frequent and cloſe Tryals of her Heart and 
State, the grounds of her Fears, her ſecret Sor- 
rows, and good Hope thro Grace. She died 
of a painful Afbma (in a ſingle State) March 
r | 
The Third was Catharive, who was marry'd 
to the Reverend Mr. Thomas Salmon, Rector of 
Mepſall, in Bedfordſbire ; and is the only Sur- 
vivor. of her Family, walking in the ſame 
| a and hoping for the ſame Bleſſedneſs with 
The Fourth was Nathaniel, Born Auguſt 24. 
1656. who died Sept. 5. following. 


The Fifth was Dorothy, who marry'd Mr. Ser- 


jeant Hook, ſometimes Chief Juſtice of Vales; 


ſhe was a Perſon of excellent Parts, pu Con- 
duct, eminent Piety, and moſt indefatigable 
Diligence in Inſtructing her Children in the 
Principles and Practice of Religion; ſne made 
a very comfortable Exit, Decem. 8. 1693. 
The Sixth and laſt was Anne, a Perſon much 
eſteem'd for her fineſs of Parts, great Improve- 
ments, and remarkable Piety , ſhe dy'd very 
much lamented, 385 21. 1699. 
The Mother her ſelf dy'd full of Grace and 
Tears, OR, 7. 1697. Aged 78. A 
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ol MATH) TREK w Act cnc 
T HE. Fapkpels Ingennity, and Pleaſant- 
1 neſs of her Temper," Was ordinarily 
known: to all that convetſed with her; She 
was never Reſerv d, but when ſhe thoutzht her 
gs Was e or ſhe could profit 
her ſelf on Thoughts, than: 4g 
Diſourls .of of. Gwent 01 wi 
She; has: often been taken Notice. of, by 
others as a ,Perſon.offuucommon Parts; zeady. 
eſs ght, BW, de e Apprehenfian;tani proper Ex- I 
ion; She waz always very Inquiſitivt into 5 
dhe Nature and Reaſon of TI ings, and greatly 
obliged to any that Yogi ey nforma- 


1 doom foot ail nordw whine anon 
bo common. Converſations. upon the Flirts of 
Banters of others, ſhe had often +{ueh:4harp. 
Turns and ready R wed, that alt wach furs 
PRELDSs : and et mollify/d,/at laſt; wich ſuck 
Tr 70 pI, and need ar der could; 
| eldom be reſented by any. 
„ 5 riting of Letters {he had a rent Agel 
f N. Felicity of Expreſſi enz . Was always 
thought ſo, cloſe and pertinent, and full to the 
Purpoſe; and withal,. ſo Serious, Spiritual, and 
Pungent, that her Correſpondence: Was greatly 
valued, by ſome of the brighteſt Minds, nen 
in very Bane Countries, 5 
Her Genius led her to the study of alim/ e- 
ry Thing, having ſuch a Natural Capacity, ac- 
ee with a very faithful and retentive 
„and taking ach a. continual Pleaſure 
in Reading, and n ien ſhe ſoen be- 
' came 


of Of Her Natural Temper, 


came Lap (in ſome Meaſure) of any thing 
ſhe aim'd at. 
She often diverted her felf with Philology, Phi- 
loſophy, A ed Ancient and Modern; fome- 
Ante wit 1 Vocal and Inſtrumental; 
ſometimes Ly Horan, Globes, and Mathe- 
maticks, ſometimes with learning the French 
Tongue, (chief for Converſation with French 
Refugees, to whom ſhe was an uncommon Be- 
c nel but A. by 10 in perfecting her ſelf 
in Hebrew, whi long Application and 
Practice, ſhe had rendred ſo familiarand eaſy 
to her, as frequently to quote the Original in 
common Converſation, ''when the true mean- 
ing-of ſome particular Texts of Scripture de- 
pended on it. Her very critical Remarks upon 
the Idioms and Peculiarities of that Language, 
[| which I have lately found amongft her Lee, 
1 have been very ſurprizing to me. 
i Another Study which ſhe took much Plen- 
[: ſure in, was Anatomy and 3 being led 
1 and prompted to it, 72 Df by her own Wu 
'8 F. a Health, an partly wit ſire Z of deity uſe- 
Bk ful antongf her Neighbours In Yi Os ſhe im- 
1 prov'd ſo much, that many of the, great Ma- 
JI | ſters of the Faculty, have been often ſtartled, 
by her ſtating the moſt nice and difficult Caſes, 
50 ſuch pear" to Terms, which could have been 
from Men of their own Profeſ- 
>» and have often own'd, that ſhe under- 
ſtood an Humane Carcaſe and the Materia Me- 
dica much better than moſt of her Sex, which | 
ever they had been acquainted with. 
But however ſhe diverted her ſelf with theſe, 
yet her conſtant Favourite ng . 
was Divinity; eſpecially AY 
having from her very IE taken 00 0 . 
Teftimonies for the Men of her Connſel. 1 
6 a 3 e 


Genius, and Parts" 
the * dart of her Life, | ae 
of. her ſecret and leiſure Hours to the b 7 
of MriHerry's Annotations, rr. wou 
often ſay were the moſt plain, pro 1 * 

pleaſant ſhe ever read, and thei. ot. ooks 
e ber Bible) ee enz with; 
She honoured tie Authors ng ſo much 
of 60D in him, and fe be fon te” the Caſe 
of her own Heart better t lan ſhe . 971 
it her ſelf. He always ſurpriz d her, ſhe ſal 

with ſomething New, and yet ſo natural, and 
8 ſuch neceſſary Conſequence, and unobferv d 
Ga others, that ſhe {till read him with 8 freſn 


more enetrating any e = "a was al 
ways the more acceptable, ; 
ut notwithſtanding all her Knowledge, and 
_ unuſual Attainments, in ſo many Profeſ- 
fions, Faculties, kinds of Literature, ſpiritual 
and moſt concerning Truths of Religion, ſhe 
wo Id W ys confel; and bewail her own Ip- 
nin! nd that ſhe knew little of what 
others "a, or what ſhe ought to have known, 
in any of thoſe Matters. 

She would often regret, that ſo many Learn- 
ed Men, ſhould be 05 very uncharitable to her 
Sex, as to ſpeak ſo little in their Mother-Tongue, 
and be ſo oath to aſſiſt their feebler Faculties, 
when the were an wile di ſed to an ac- 

| "© or 5 | 

i as well as others; eſpecially (as ſhe often 

argued) ed) ſince they would all fo readily om 

uls were not diftinguiſhed by Sexes. | 
9 ſhe thou * it would have . — 

Honourable Pity in them to have offered ſomething 

in Condeſcenſion to _— — rather ker 

| e 


U 


4 - — — —— — „—.ſ— — Song 
» 


8 Of Her Natural Temper, &c. | 


babe ated '@ Deſpair of their Information to 
N bod 925 ſelf, a= would al- 
(of fi dear with the greateſt Thankfulneſs, 
ingular Obligations to her Father Brad - 

. — Dr. Fulwood, and ſome Others, for the ready 
and Kind Aſſiſtance they gave her, in all her 
Applications to them, in order to the little 

5 and e ile had Wi in ſuch 

} it iet Ht) Toj? 10 
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LATIN ; Sit 8 


of Her eee and the 'Eorlineſ f it. 


1 Inos 


THE certain Tine 100 particular g of | 

ex. Conyerſion, ſhe could. not pofitively | 
Bohn Ig ; but: ſhe Fog tht it was about t! E 
Tenth. Year of her Age She had been under 
man enten fe ever Tears before, bat 
Os ear'd_ the Work FR 9995 done till then; 1 
2 tho' ſhe had many Su (pins Wo ello 

ſies of her ſelf, and State a For that, y. . u 

the moſt ſericus Searches, ſhe N chad 


better gr ground of Hope than —— 
Her early RE Neg in Wes ion 1 15 


many Opportunities of lorifyan 
doing a, Good to 0 ers, a GO of gaining 
great Experiences of the Grace, and Ma nefs, 
and Fal kiulnels of GOD. to her ſelf: "And | 
From the Benefit and Comfort. ſhe found in 
it her ſelf, ſhe always, recommended it with 
much Seriouſneſs, A tection, and Importunity 
to others, And (as it has been obſerv'd by 
many) there was ſomething very Pecaliar in 
the Di ofitton of her Mind, and Turn of Thought, 


that adapted it ſelf to the Ry Temper, 
2 Was to 


Genius, and liking of moſt Child 

and principal Attempt upon all 

bring them into Love with their Ribler to learn 
them ſome ſhort Sentences, and Prayers, and 
pieces of pleaſant Hiſtory there, eſpecially 
ſuch as concerned Children : And then to in- 
ſinuate her ſelf into their Affections, and ſo 
to inſtruct, and perſwade, and oblige, and to 
talk with them in their own Phraſe and Dia- 


lect, that her Company was generally very ac- 
B 4 ceptable 


Strength, and fe the oy, th SS was Tet 
er 


Of Her Converſion, 


ceptable and pleaſant to all, aud by the Grace 


of GOD made very profitabl e to 11 1 
* ſet out thus earl . in I to - to 
Zion her telf, and ales an ſne 
could, into the ſame W 5 helle he 1 on IAG = 
urle, With great Steadineſs, Reſolution, and 
ealure; and procteded from Stren ngth h 
ef 


her, out-run many o low-Chriftinis * 
She havent it not L deu 8 0 in her Work 
in Marning, but ſhe wrou ght ard at it'all 
Ve long: "She was 157 aware of = 
TH oF de Thi Enemies, and that kept her 
Lo her Watch: She would always fay, ſhe 
had much to do, and what muf be done, any 
knew, not how Mort her Day would be, 
Fun, the had no Time to Ioiter : She bf, 
vbſery'd what was ſaid of Facob, that ay 

he * met with GOD, he gathered up bis Fe 
be went on his Way; uud tho ht that the 

er n ought o d in, r 


g - 
- 


- 
£ 4 


CHAP, IV. 8 
Er Diary. 2 


TAving ſt out * — thus from and 
continuing her Reſolutions for G0 D, 

and Religion, and the Eternal Intereſts of her 
Soul: She oſten adviſed with her ſelf and 
others, upon the propereſt and moſt effectual 
Means to promote and carry on her ſpiri- 
tual and pious and at laſt determin'd 
n this as one, 1 * 9 
Pe did; —— ould be 4 Witneſs be- 
OT. 
It: $1 (ye £3 

I cannot be certain when ſhe began this; 
but, as I conjecture, it muſt be about the 18th 
or 20th Tear of her Age. After that, for be- 
twixt Twenty and Thin 8 ſhe conceal d 
her Accounts in Hort which cannot be 
recovered by me, nor, I — by any other, 
becauſe of man peculiar Characters and Ab. 
breviations of her own. The firſt I have ga- 
thered, begin in the Year 1690. (with ſome 
ſhort References to former 1 ears) and from that 
Time ſhe continued them in Long Bund foe | 
the moſt part) to the end of her Life. 
In this Dia Diary, both Morning and Evening, ſhe 


ſtrĩctly obſerves (with a ve t Liberty 
and > on Vaniety of Expreſſion) the moſt re- 


. markable Providences of G O D, with reſpect to 
her ſelf and others (and oftentimes) even in 
the minuteſt Circumſtances of them; The So- 
lemn Trauſactions betwixt GO = and her own 
Soul, in her Cloſet, in her Family, in the Aſſem- 
bh, and 3 in 2 daily Walk and —— with 
0 B 4 others; 


Her Di ary. 


others; The Subſtance of what ſhe had Read or 
Heard, that was moſt, affecting in her preſent 
Caſe, or might direct her future Practice; Her 
Preparations for holy, Duties; The Influences, In- 
preſions, Aſſi ſtances, with Drawings, and Conſola- 
tions of the Spirit of GOD in them; Her daily 
In, mities, Aſtictions, Supports, Self. Examinations, 
Euidences, and Foretaſti of Eternal Life; Her 
Ad tunces in Religion, and her ſuſpected Decay 
The Matter other iPrayers, for. her ſelf an 
others, and the Manner, Time, and Seaſonableue ſa 
of GD's Anſrers; The Iemper of her Soul, 
eſpecially; on:Sahbaths, and at Sacrumonts; And 
in Days of Svlemn Fafting; and Humiliation, and 
Thankſgiving, publick, private. or ſecret; And in 
1 ſet apart for Seff-Tyal-and Sedrches in- 
to her own Soul; The various Scenes of her Life; 
Her Comfort: and Exerciſes in each of them; 
The State of her Seruants and Otbers, committed 8 
to her Care; Her merciful: Protections in Jour- 
mes»; The Directiom of Providence as to all the 
Places of her. Abo, and» the: gracious Viſta- 
tions of GO D to her Soul in all ſuch Places; 
The uncommon. Events that either befel her ſelf 
or Family, or Friends, or the Church oſ GOD; 
The Burde, that preſs q hardeſt upon her; The 
Joys that moſt reliev'd her; The Aſanner and 
Form of her | Covenanting with GO Dy GODs 
Fauithfulneſ to his Covenant, in every Relation 
and State of Liſe; The 1 
to her 5 The Advantage of Chriftian Converſatian; 
Her conſtant Interceſton for Miniſters and their 
People; Her faithful Reproofs 3 Her Succeſs with 
Toung Oues; Her concern for the Health and 
Maintenance of the Poor; Her Reflections upon 
the unwary Slips of her Converſation; Her Effeem 
of the Fly Scriptures, Learned Expoſitors, and 
Practical Writers, Her Annual Recapitulation of 


Merces, 


Mercies, and Sins, and Aſtidtions, and Reſolutions, 
and Self-Dedicatzons ; Her ſpecial Remarks upon 
Day ” - 2 _ re He ſelf, or Family; 
And. the anner of her nteri upon New 
Tear, & Q * 8 

It would be almoſt impoſſible to enumerate 
theiſeveral Heads and Articles of which her 
Diary conſiſted. And therefore what is Pro- 

poſed to Publick View, is but à very little Furt 


of: what we' find under her Hand, and muſt: tall 


remain for private Uſe, 


She found it of ſingular Advanlxv tdi her ſelf | 


to obſerve this Method; and would often ſay, 

That were it not for her Diary, the ſhould nei- 
ther know what ſhe was, or what ſhe did, or 
A 

all her Afflictions, and 

tions, and Surprizes, ſhe had ordinarily great 
Relief. t her Mind be never ſo much muf- 

fled, the Exerciſe of Reaſon and Grace never ſo 
mach interrupted, yet the Review of former 
Experience, was an extraordinary help to fu- 
ture Confidence. And this brought Icy again 
to her great Rock, and Refuge, and Reſt, till 
ö her uſual Chearfulneſs. And 
hence was it ſhe ſo often recommended this 
Practice to others, that GO D might not loſe 
Glory, nor they themſelves _ Comfort of 
ng te hee uto OPTY'Y 
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F Her Chriſtian Virtues and Graces, *. 
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II was eaſy to obſerve a very lively Impreſ- 
— of G0 Des — her Souls and 
the whole Train of Graces, in a beautiful Ex- 
exciſe, 'thro*: the whole Courſe of her Life and 
Actions. eine ain 
Her Humility ſhew'd/ it ſelf to others, in her 
courteous Carriage and familiar Converſation 
with the pooreft eſpecially where ſhe thought 
the could have _ Advantage of 2 
And when ever ſhe appear'd hefere G O D, her 
Diary ſhews how exceeding Vile ſhe was in her 
own Eyes; how much ſhe-abhorr'd her ſelf, by 
reaſon of the Lerna malorum (as ſhe often cal 
it) which ſhe always found in her ſinful Na- 
ture, which made her a Burden to her ſelf, and 
to look upon her Heart as a Lump of Pollution, 
-a Sink of Filth, a Maſs of Sin. How greatly 
'did it humble her to obſerve the Condeſcenſions 
of Divine Grace under all her Infirmities? 
What Grace, and ſuch Grace to me, to unworthya 
me, to vile ungruteful ns There was nothing 
that affected her Heart ſo much, as the Grace of 
GOD to ſuch a Sinner. = abvadatody 
Her Patience was very obſervable under all 
the Chaſtiſements . of ber heavenly Father : She 
would often profeſs her unfeighned Submiſſion 
to all his Diſcipline; This ({ays ſhe) or any 
other Method, Lord! to take away Sin; hat 
thou pleaſeſt, and bow long thou T bis 
Fleſb ſhalybear it, and this Spirit ſhall not repine 
at it; "This is a part of thy Covenant, and I am 
thankful for it; Thou haſt done me good by Af 


flictious, 


and ever refer'd her . "= 


out of it. She was never elevated with its 


Adviſi ng them 


Of Her Criſis at 


Halo, and will de me more, and therefore 

Will. glory in them——And under the un 

eat ments of ſome, who ſhe had ſtudied to 

oblige to the uttermoſt, and whoſe Intereſts ſhe 

bad often "be the to the apparent Prejudice 
of hex own, the ſhew'd a very exemplary Car- 


riage; by keeping the Poſſeiſion of her own 


Mind, and killing the Rod that laſhed her, and 
Ning Good to them for all their Evil. In- 


, (deed, theſe were Tryals that ſate cloſeſt to her 


of moſt others; ; 1 1 52 the Grace of GOD ſhe 
was Conqueror over al, he 


As to this World, ſhe was — thankful ws 
60D for the {Proviſion the had in it, but 


often proteſted ſhe would never take this for 


her Portion fince GOD had offer'd Heaven 
and himſelf to her. The Cares, and Incumbe- 
rances, and Verations, but more eſpecially the 
dinfulneſs of the World, had wholly 9 
her Affections from it, and caus'd many reſt 

leſs, and almoſt inceflant Cries, to be deliver * 


, unleſs in Thankfulneſs to G OD; and 
never dejected at its Frowns, unleſs ſhe appre- 


hended Sin as the Caufe. Her Mind, for the 


moſt part, was equal in every State, becauſe 
ſhe wit abrays longing for ber heavenly Couns 


try and Inheritance: How often would ſhe 


wiſh, -Ob fer thoſe Realms of Light, and Love, 
and Purity ? 

IN Lovs 8 5 of others 2 manifeſt, by 
Inſtruct amini „ 3 
2 55 all G ne — were 
her (after ſome Acquain- 


very few could 


tance) but ſhe ot: d know whereabouts they 
were in Religion; and when ſhe had convers'd 
the would earneftly pray for them 

in 


with them, 


pc in all, 2 


| Ti ov e be (rently thankful When 


Virenet and Graces. 


eflon. made——$h She, con 
mly. be the Ignprayee Impicy, , Ir 
laneneſs, and Immorali On he ſhe Zaw or the 


Inſen blen clneſs, evil 15 
of, the Seed of. the R ightegus, Wer dren of Fear, | 


Providence; and 0 E 
. could not but be; 0 % 


Her Love ande 
ſerv'd by), al St ir 10 ighted | 1 greatly 3 in ther 


OMPANY, AS - — ing e eee 1 ent 


[the Earth, how 4 14.0 e 
ever Low appear'd 0 900 25 5 105 ed. Hem 
as the Children of G Fel Ib Flein of 0 


the Kingdoms... would: War Xn frequent 1 
e I Ways promote 
ritug] Converſation, which, if not 1 
ed by oth Uh, was a 3 Dil er A 
to her. Bl We, Diary)... 5h 
pre When x Vil ingly be e made ab 
er ſelf, and othersz that precious 
12 ime might Not, be . 12s FDC t. but 
that, they elbe 1 57 10 each rr 
Faith (el Pye an may Phe ſome..comk 
ble Talk of the Kingdom, She often bewaite 
it, that the G ammunion WIE: Saints, W 1 Which Was an 
Article int Caſio! Creed, was ſo much for- 
gotten by, angft 950 ble Sen 


in any; but in ore e 21 e J 
= i bs Dice 


whe beams from unpf Company, 
Id cemplain, I 47 5 Wy fri Fi | 
ofen yet it always |, 14 RY wet Linder. 18 
Her Zeal ia. G. O dere e 1 
mating 05 ip, gu, every 2 8 6 
thog tor, Pub be F ing the Intereſt 
af G D and Religion, more at Heart, 


than any private or fell I Pw whatever. 
Hex Charity toſtbe Pear, was known to many, 


are to the Houſhold of, 1 Mn MAE 


= ww. AM. MM at% A_=@ 


al 


N 
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- of Her Cbriſtian 
to Natives or Foreighe)s + She ſpared no Pains 
and grudg'd no Charges (in her Widdwe state) 


td carry on her Defigns, for the Relief of mis 
ſctrable Families, exild for Religion: Hor erecix 
7 Charity-· be oli, to Educate thè Por: For 
th 


- the Maintenance of Miniſtert and Candidates t 
And for a Stock of Bibles and Pyuctichꝰ Books, 6 
de diſtributed as ſhe ſhould ſe& Occationi 8 


many long and expenſive [eurmes/theithad 


taken in promoting theſe charitab le Deſigus 


amongſt her Aęqua intance, that ſhe hrad:ſomes 
times chi pls unt Rematk Mer felf, id 
baue acted the: part & A Beg gur ſa long int F un 
now almoſt really one my Jelf She very much 
approv'd of every One's devoting a certain part 
of their Eſtates to pious and charitable Uſes , for 
then, ſays ſhe, they will not grudge to give out 
of a Bag that is no longer their own. And as to 


ſuch as had no Childaen, ſhe thought it was rea- 


"Pronts Tas We 48 fie b 
W Purpoſes. | A 
Her Faith in Chriſt, and Dependance on G O D's 


Covenant, was the daily Exerciſe of her Soul : 
Her firſt and principal Care was to clear up 
her Intereſt in Chriſt, and the Promiſes, in 
which The was cautious and exact: She then 
prepared and digeſted a very choice Collection 
of Promiſes, ſuited to every State, Duty, Rela- 
tion, Frame, Temptation, and Difficulty cf 
Life. This was the Food of her Faith, al- 
ways prepared, and from which ſhe had con- 


t Strength and Comfort; She grounded her 
My NE her” AND one"6f 


GOD's own Quiver, pleaded with GOD from 
his Word, and thus wreſtled with him in his 


dyn Strength, for her ſelf, and others, in eve- 


ry Ordinance, in every Buſineſs, in every Cir- 
| cumſtance 


* 


cumſtance and Turn of Li SBN ſhews 
what faſt Hold ſhe took 30D by his Co- 
venant-Promiſe; and how ſhe kept ber Hold, 


ſometimes hoping even * Hape, tall ſhe 
had : baffled * => ro, conquered Corrup- 


tion, and ſurmounted all * Difficulties.” | The 


of her Faith after Chriſt, her Solemn 
Dedications of her ſelf to him, and ſteady Res 
cumbency of Soul upon him, as her only 
Rock a were ſuch as: — net appear 


in common ians. It might well be ſaid 

of 3 great is thy Faith! And it 

was often ſaid unto N 16 ie to dhe n 
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Kt, 1955 Her Walking with, 90D. 2 
ks 'q 


FRO AY 'of this lee he) 
it always bay: woe living 
0 


his n abt, in i Confornitty t and Ger 


That à Chriſtian, walking wier 


GOD. 17 be humble under a Benſe of his 
own Vileneſs, and GO D's great Qondeſeen- 
ſic 520 and a and feady, and perſevering, and 
livel ul, in Oppoſition to 
neſs it Melanc A her own Pratfice 
very much ' correfponded - with her right 
Knowledge of the Duty. If we obſerve (by 
ker 5833 how ſhe lived in à daily Awe of 
GOD's ee in holy Meditation of him, 
in humble 
ſtant Deos ſs of Rar ſelf entirely to him. 

She always ſs her Day with GOD, by 
conſeerati rſt and Freſheſt Thonghts to 
him, eating ho might guard againſt Vanity, and 
Temptation, and Fworzdly Diſcompoſures, and 
keep her Heart in Tune for the following Du- 
ties of the Day. 

She always accou nted the Morning, not only: 
a Friend to the Miſes, but alſo to the Graces, 
and found it the fitteſt Time for the beſt Ser- 
vices——She never (or ver ney) entered; 
apon any worldly Buſineſs, till had be- 

with GOD, and dn the ft 
t of the Day 10 in her Clofet, by” 


Neading, Meditation, and Prayer, before Fa- 


mily- orſhip ; often urging on her ſelf the 
0 


Words of/the Pſalmift, My-Voice Halt thou . 
in 


as in 


efations from him, and in con-. 


-* 
; 


6 


Of Her Walking with G O D. 
in the Morning, in the Morning will I dire# my 
Prayer unto thee, and will look up. 

hen Reading, Singing, akd Prayer in the 
Family was over, ſhe conſtantly withdrew 
agian to her Cloſet,” and ordinarily ſpeut moſt 
of her Morning there: She firſt lighted her Lamp 
(as ſhe expreſs d it) by Reading the Hoh Serig- 
tufes, for the moſt part with Mr. Hemp) s A- 
notations; diligently compared parallel Texts, 
and took a great Pleaſure in Synchronizang the 
Hiſtory of the Bible, and reducing Things to 
their proper Place and Time; She then pou” 
out her Soul to G0 D in Prayer, with con- 
ſtant regard to the Interceſſion of Chriſt, would 
often bitterly  bewail- the Wanderings of her 
Heart in that Duty, and plead Covenant-Grace 
and Faithfulneſs, and ſo finiſh her, Morning 
Work, with: forme Hymn, of Praiſe, and giving 
her ſelf, an Account of all in her Diary. . 
Through the 72/ of the Day, ſhe walked with. 
GOD, and carefully obſery'd her Goings; 
avoided the Occaſions of Sin, watch'd over 
her Heart, and guarded her Lips; accuſtom' d 
her ſelf to holy Conference with others; was 
frequently lifting up her Heart to G0 Din 
 ejaculatory Prayers or Praiſes, upon any Oc- 
currence. When at any Time ſhe had been fur · 
prized b 9 ſhe 145 ently reflected, confeſs d 
repented, and had freſh recourſe to the Bloed. 
of Chriſt, and ſolemnly engag' d to G O D for 
greater Circumſpection for the future. 


In the Evening (as early as ſhe could) ſhe call'd, 
her ſelf to an Account for all that had paſs d in 


the Day, and again ſtated the Account in her 
Diary: Having opencd her Heart to GOD, and 
committed her ſelf and her All to him, and ſung 


to his Praiſe, and then chearfully join'd in Far 
| 5 . P. 


mily-Worſhip- 
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AE People of g D. were always the 


- 
, 
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People of her GHoice; but ſhe. was often 


4 


b 
The expected to Viſit, or to be viſited, b any, 
Me frequently be d f 0 5 his Gabe, hh 
ſhe might order her Converſation aright, that 
me might not partake with others in their 
Sins, but know how to reprove them; nor 


ſuffer others to trifle away their Time, but 
know how to employ them : She quickly ob- 


: 2 4 - 1 
0 | » ang en- 
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deavour'd to draw them out to her own Advan- 


tage: She always valued the Converſation of 
Miniſters, Phyſicians, and Perſons of Reading 


and Ingenuity, eſpecially ſuch as had the 


greateſt Savour of Religion. | 
She often viſited the Sick, and relieved the 
Poor, and bleſs'd GOD that ſhe was in Cir- 


. cumſtances to give rather than to receive. And 


when (in her Widow-State) ſhe had ſometimes 
given to the laſt Penny, (thro? the ill Payments 
of Tenants) ſhe often obſerves that ſpeedy 
Supphes were ſent in a very unexpe&ed man- 
ner, At if giving to the Poor were the readieſt 
way to bring in her Debts. 

Of all Company, there was none more of- 


| Fenſive, or grievous to her, than Tale-Bearers 


. 
them, and often frown'd them out of ber 
Houfe: She had Buſineſs enough (ſhe would 


Tay) of her own, and therefore did not deſire 


to intermeddle with 1 Neighbour's: She durſt 
| not 


iged to. keep Company with others: When 


2 
f 
4 
1 
\ | 
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Of Her Behaviour to Others. 
not defame others, or take up an evil Report 
againſt them, or countenance thoſe that did : 
She was never more pall'd in Converſation, 
than in hearing. what others did, and what 
they bad, and what they ſaid, what Dreſſes 
were worn, what Entertainments were given, 


what Company was preſent, and what Di — 4 
paſs d amongſt them; and therefore would. of- 


ten ſay, How bappy would it be, if we might- 
Talk of 'Things, rat en 


than Perſons 2 IS 
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CH AIP; vm. 
' Of Her Aglictiont, "Loſſes, and Difficulties, 


Hz worldly Loſſes (eſpecially in the later 

ter he Life) wane many Td very greats 
but, ſhe would 4% The World is not my Poptino, 
and therefort theſe Loſſes cannot be ny Ruin 1 
have A in @ OD now, and ſhall have All'this 
reftored again, by one Means or other, if not 
to n elf, to thoſe that hall vive meh if 
6 OD ſees it good for us. 

She was frequently” Aereiſed with Aflitions, 
even from ber Jouth. The Inclemency of the 
Air HEE her own Eſtate lay, and many of 
her pl ous Friends and Relations lived, _ 
neceſſitated her Remove to diſtant Places. 
whenever exerciſed with Extremity of Dn _ 

Head or Breaſt (her uſual Complaints) ſhe al- 
ways ſubmitted with exemplary Patience and 
Silence, to the Sovereign Will of GOD; ju- 
Rifying him in his ſevereſt Diſcipline, and: f 

ten ſaying, She would not for al the PO; 
| en bad been aflicte td. | 
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CHAP. R. 


Ain Her Redemption of Time. 1 


HE greatly valued her Time, and eſpeci- 
S ally the Seaſons and O ities of it, in 
which the Intereſt of her Soul was ſo nearly 
coneern'd, and thought ſhe. could never 
enough of that Work, in which ſhe. took the 
greateſt Pleaſure. - 


F 


She would often ſay, ſhe would not loſe her 


Morning-Hours with GOD, tho' fie were ſure 
to gain the whole World by it: She: rudg that 
the pooref Labourer ſhould be vor Hs at his 
before her. And even from her Youth, 
agreed it with her Servant, under great Penalties 


- wa ber ſelf, that ſhe would riſe every Morning at 
Four a loc 


for her Cloſet.: Which was her Pra- 
ctice (as I have been told) from the Eleventh 
ear of her Age; and at Five (to my own 


| W if Sickneſs or Pain did not prevent 
her, for b 
Years of her Life. 


twixt Twenty and Thirty of the laſt 


She carefully endeavour'd to improve the Day 
in Company and Converſation with her Friends, 
was always well furniſh'd with Matter of uſe- 
ful Diſcourſe, and could make very happy 
Tranſitions from worldly to ſerious Talk : But 
yet would often complain of the Loſs of much 


precious Time in giving and receiving Viſits, and 


ſay, ſhe could not be ſatisfy'd with ſuch a Life, 
wherein ſhe could neither do nor receive Good, 


but muſt keep to her Cloſet and her Book She 


often remark'd it in her Accounts, entertain'd 

very kindly at ſuch and ſuch Honſes, but no 

good done to her ſelf and others. 
CHAP. 


„ 16:1 Sol c MAPA 3, coat 
Her Changes of Life, and Relative Diets. | 


8 HE often pray'd that AﬀeZtion mitt ne- 
8 E. kials her e but that Reaſon 22 
on t govern ** in ev State 
Turn of L. Life. - 3 1 | 
Her firſt Marriage was to Grifith Lloyd, Elg. s 
of _—_ ry, in Huntingtonſoire, on tie 
Firſt day of Fe 1667. in the Twenty 24 of 
Year of her Age: He was a Gentleman Agood 
Reputation and Eftate, of great Uſefulne 
his Country, whilſt in Commiſion of 3 48 
and afterwards, as a Reconciler of Differe 
and common Patron of the Oppreſſed: He was 
one of a very active and Fan Spirit, a Per- 
N on of great Piety, and ſingular Temper, a 
. Ready faithfulnels to his Friends. They lived 
er about Fifteen Years nd f April 13. 1682 12 | 
with ſuch mutual Love and lea ure, as to be 
taken Notice of by all their N hbours ; ni | 
ed by ſome, and Jt in $i ers, eſpecial 
17 eir own. Relations. p | 
Her ſecond Marriage was to. ny ſal 0 A 
1697. but with what Care, and Fear, à oe 
tious Procedure ſhe — the ſame, let he 
own ay: Sure I am, had, not the, a 
ſome of her particular Confidants, been "alk 
ſatisfy'd of the clear Conduct Providence 1 
the whole Affair, from firſt to laſt, it could ne- 
ver have come to paſs : What ſolemn AdJreſles 
did ſhe make to Heaven upon this Occaſion? 
And how ſolemnly did ſhe Adjure others, to 
do the ike? And how Impartially did ſhe com- 


C3 pare 


| Her Changes of Life, | 

pare GOD's Anſwers to both What her 

Tearly Remarks were . 0B. this Day, is a Plea» 

ſure to me to fiſid in Diary, but does not 
others. 

As to her Relative Duties, ſhe made great Con 
Joo, of them, and yes Very Exemplary in 
r 

Tt was not poſſible a think) there ſhoutd be 
8 A Obſervant, Tender, Indulgent, and 
aſſionate Wife than ſhe was + It was ne⸗ 
her Temper to deſite any greater Antho- 
Ne e e = A, 
cannot, but with great | let 
Ge patdon me in 150 fend over her conſtant 
6 = to 5 fohcttous Concern for me; and how 
1 15 Hours and Days of Prayer by her olf (and 
e Procurement) with others, Were ob- 
8 Account, for the Recovery of 
ES bo wh, I am perf det, dd 
L1n1 o WRC Pp (un 
6 9 51 owe my Life, A4 many Inſtances of 
Trace in the Coy le of my Preaching. '-It bas 
iev'd me to think, how many weary Days 
ant waking Nights, and hazardous 'Journits, 
aud anxious Thoughts, the M' State of thy 
Health has caus'd her from Year to Tear 
888 can I, Without great Thankfulneſt to 
OD, re ie upon the may Comforts of oo 
Tie our 5 Endearmeitts; and unbroken 
Jon to each other: The Peace and Pleas 
ure we have Fad, R the Allay of an 
one Onarrel, Paſtor, or Diſpite; for alm 
Twendy-three Years "together, which, next to 
the Grace of GO D, was chieffy owing to her 
ſinghlar Prudence, and Patience, and the Er- 
cellency of her a and Chriſtian Ten- 


8 5 
* Vor 


as well as Inoffenſive manner, ſhe has 


can anſwer for me againſt 


a e 


and Relative Dutiei. 
Nor muſt I forget, what others have 
2 J Hu- 


known till now, with what Meekneſs, an 
mility, and Submiſhon; in the moſt. Galt 


Ing, 
5 ine 
times hinted what ſhe ſuſpected amiſs in my 
Converſation and Conduct: Innumerable Infir- 
mities, no doubt, ſhe induſtriouſſy covered; 
but, in Tenderneſs of Affection to me, ſhe 
would never let any ſuch Sin lie upon me, 
which ſhe thought might be obſery'd by others, 
end Blemiſh to my Profeſſion 
In one thang ſhe was apt to be ſmart npon 
me N that was, for not dealing faithfully 
wi 


Oo 


with her in the Slips I obſerv'd in her own Con- 
verſation , and would often ſay, ſhe left.that 
Guilt upon me, which I e in her, and 
ſhe nat In her felf: But I hope my Conſcience 
that Charge. 

A Miftreſs, ſhe was very careful in the 
5 Servants, where ſhe. could have 
ice: Was always afraid of Strife and Conten- 
tion in her Family, left ſhe ſhould be ruffled in 
her own, Spirit, and the common Intereſt of Reli- 


* 


9 


gion obſtructed by inteſtine Jarrs and Diſaffe- 


tion: She never took any into her Service, till 
ſhe had ſolemnly pray d to, and pleaded. with 
GOD, and ſubmitted her ſelf to his Direction: 
Whenever ſhe treated with any, ſhe did not 
only acquaint them with the Buſmeſs. of their 
Place, but alſo with the Religious Orders of the 


minen which ſhe had their W 0 Con- 


ent: When once Admitted, it was her firſt and 
conſtant Care to Dae into the State of their 


Souls, to inſtru a1 


encourage; to warn them of the Snares and 


catechize, to reprove and 


Dangers of. their Age, and Place; and to en- 


join them to take Time for Secret-Prayer, Read- 
FEY 9 ä ing 


Her Gas of Life, 


Ing the Hipture, Meditation, and & Examina 
87 She always charg d it as a Duty upon 
her felf to Talk over every Sermon they heard 
together, .efpecially:”on- Sdbbaths. and 10 Hin- 
cate that upon them, in a Particular maniter, 
in which ſhe thought they were oft oncer wd: 
She 'fometimes took” an Account of them toges 
ether; but at other times, When er Health 
and Srebgth would" allow it, he examin'd 
them fly, and apürt, that fuch 28 Xbuld: 4 

member hut lirtle, might not be di) ee 
t might 


toe that could do better: And th 
have 4 fairer Opporthnity « of cloſer * lication 
to their particular Stute, as ſhe ſaw on. 
By this Means, ſhe became a Servant tô her S. 
en und took Pleaſure in all her Pains with 
them, tho“ oftentimes to extream ' "Falntneſs. 
Her $ 7 toes will own, what _— 
THe "ſhe took of Fier in ' Sickneſs, as well. ps - 
Hea Antl her Dia/y will abundanj 
how Taceffantly ſhe pray'd for them, 
3 "her Prayers to the particular Ex ie ” 
State.” How often Yo we find Rer there 
a over the Unteathableneſs of - ſol And 
melted into Tears for them, and 8 Her 
Appeals with G 0 D, as to the Sincerity f het 
Endeayours to Have done them good? 18 re- 
fojcing over others, that GOD had ahlive; — 
er Prayers, and blęſs d her nts of tho 
drought them under the Bonds of thi "Cove 
„and planted them in Families, and niade 
dhe hem Bleſl/n ings there. I cannot reme er. any 
that were ever brought under her Sy but Hal 
learn'd ſomething of the Method of a Sermon, 
before” they left her; and very many, whoſe 
Memories were improv'd fo far, as to bring 
home all the particular Heads of two Sermo! 


in 


| 2nd Relative Duties.” | 

in à Day, tho? many. Whenever ſhe inclin'd 
ob with a Servant, ſhe always conſulted 
c D in | z would then take them into her 
Cloſet, and very pathetically advife them, and 


duc ht be acceptable in other Services. And 


was the Speceſs of theſe her Religions Me- 


tho, that T know not of any one Servant ſhe 


ever had, but was, firſt or laſt, under ſome A- 


wakenings of Conſcience, and Spiritual Con- 


yictions, and ſeeming Reſolutions for GOD 


and Religion, however they wore off after- 
wards. It is common with Gans of them ſtill, 
upon every Occaſion, to ſpeak of their Mi- 
fireſſes's Care of them, and Prayers with them, 


we conhider her, with reſpect to her other 
Relations, we ſhall find her a conſtant Sharer 
with them in all their Foys and Sorrows: A 
more ſympathizing Spirit is very rarely to be 


? . 
Abſt | 


» 
a+ 


found; ſhe never ceas'd to pray for them, as 
Parts of her ſelf, was often Mourning for 


their Sins and Afflictions: Rejoycing in the 
Piety of ſome, and thirſting after the Conver- 
ſion and Return of others. When at a Diftance 


from any, ſhe had a peculiar Talent in Writing 


to them; And ſuch was the Pertinency, 
Pathos, and Pungency of all her Letters, that 
every one valued, and was greatly pleas'd with 
wem When Preſent with others, ſhe was al- 
ways feeling which way their Palſes beat; in- 
8 her ſelf into their Affections; in- 
ſtilling ſomething proper into their Minds; 


obſerving, perſwading, warning, and direct- 
ſhe thought 1 — She has an 


ing, as 


honourable Teſtimony in the Conſciences (I 
believe) 


teach them a proper Conduct of Life, that” they 


when the Family was left with her, as in the 


* 
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Her Changes ef Life, &c. 


bene) et all her Relations, who hoyour her 


Memory, an 


tegrity, 
A da 
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own her a Roe of 


"fe 124955 


Ingenuity, an 5 
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SIE + Dili 4188 U Pr rn 
0 F all Orders of Men, ſhe had the greate! 
Love for the Miniſter of Chriſt: She co- 
veted their Company, in order to improve it, 
and was never better pleas'd than when her 
Houſe and her Table were fill'd with them: She 
would diligently enquire of them in all her 
Difficulties, and as carefully obſerve all their 
| noured the Aged, Learnec 
4 5 double Honour; Was 
ara for the Infirmities of others, but de- 
piſed none for their Weakneſs, if ſhe appre- 


* 4 Sh * 
"Wt 


hended they were faithful to GOD and his 


Intereſt, and had been uſeful in their Places. 


She thought it her Duty to pray for Mini- 


ſters above all Men, inaſmuch as they are con- 
cern'd in the Welfare of ſo many Souls. That 


this was her Practice, appears by her Diary, 


from one end to the other; and particular- 
ly, from one Remark ſhe makes of a ſingle Oni ſ- 


on; I bave heard a Sermon, ſays ſhe, to Day, 


but I forgot to pray Nr the Miniſter, and I ſped 
accor ingly Which ſhews, that it had been 
her Cuſtom to pray for every Miniſter before 
the heard him, 

"She- ok d upon GOD'S" 


truly Amiable, which ſhe had often ſeen filld 
with his Glory, and where the Bleſſing had 
been commanded out. of Zion: She conſtantly 
attended upon Ordinances, if not prevented 


by inſuperable Difficulties, and would _ 
8 


Hey Veneration for the Miniſtry, &c. 

be preſent at the beginning of them: And 

would often blame Te Remiſneſs of many, 
and ſay, Surely they felt not the Wants that he 
did, or elſe they could not live in ſuch com, 
mon Negle&s. There was no Preaching "ſd 
pleaſant to her, as that which alarm'd her 
Conſcience, ranſack'd her Heart, and came 
cloſeſt to her in ſuch Matters where ſhe fu- 
fpeged her ſelf moſt... 217 on 17 
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Ing and Prayer, either upon the account of t 
Diſtreſſes of Fc:-ign Churches, or the Dangers 


CHAP. XI 


B Her. Concern for the Common Intereſt of 


Religion. 


HE greatly diſliked a ſelfiſh and narrow 
O Spirit, and had always a very generous and 
Chriſtian-Concern. upon her for, A Publick: 
She had many Melancholly Thoughts upon the 
account of the Impiety and Profaneneſs, the 
Immorality and Licentiouſneſs of the [my 
port of the Nation; and of the Indifterence, 
Formal: 


ities, and viſible Declenſions and Apo- 


Races that were found amongſt the reſt. Many 
private Days, either in her Cloſet, or in ſome un- 
obſerv d. Appar tment abr oad, e devoted to 4b 
N © 


of our Own, and ordinarily concluded ea 


with ſome Inſtance of G O D's Favour, an 
further Hope in his Mercy—She would always 

bleſs GO D, if Authority appointed any Publick 

Faſtt, and look ypan them as Preſages of Good 


to the Church and Nation: She bore her part in 
them with great Fervency and Zeal, after ſhe 
had very ſolemnly prepared for them the Day 
foregoing, The Searches he made into her Heart 


and Life upon thoſe Days, were deep, and ſtrict, 
and impartial; her Confeſſons were particular 
and full; her Sorrows pungent and afflictive; 


her Reſolutzons for future Conduct, were very ſo- 


lemn, ſbut always with a ſpecial Dependance u 
on the Grace of G OD to make Z $6.4 effectull. 


And the Succeſs of thoſe Faſts is frequently ob- 


Nery'd in her Diary upon proper Occaſions. 


: a 4 — * * Oo 
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Fer Uſefulneſt to the Bodies and Souls of 


Others. 


TD Eſides her common Concern for the Good 
of all Men, and her ſpecial Regard to her 
Family and Relations, ſhe would ſhew pon all 
Occaſions (when her own Health would allow it 
very compaſſionate Concern for the Sick ar 
Aided. anne, 
* Tho'in ſome Caſes it was very noi ſome as well 
as dangerous, yet ſhe took pleaſure in viſiting the 
Sick, as it gave her an opportunity of enquiring 


I 


Into the State of their Souls, and mn up- 


on them the Concerns of Religion, and improving 
the Alarms of GOD upon their Conſciences, for 
future Watchfulneſs and Reformation. And how- 
ever Matters appear d upon ſuch private Enquiries, 
and Converſation with any, ſhe would always af- 
ter that 15 them into her Cloſet, and ſpread 
them before the Lord, and pray them over, and 
obſerve what Anſwers ſhe had to ſuch Prayers. 
How much Knowledge and Sill ſoever ſhe at- 
tain'd in the Practice of Phyſick, by long Ob ſerva- 
tion, Converſation, and Experience, yet ſhe was al- 
ways very diſtruſtful of her ſelf in any Chronical 
Cafes, and hardly pe waded to dire without bet- 
ter Advice, till the Poverty of Patients, and their 


great Importunity compell d her to it. When GOD 


gave her Succeſs, ſhe always acknowledg'd it with 


great Thankſubreſs to him, that he ſhould own ſo 


weak an Inſtrument in the Preſervation of Humane 
Lives: And the Inſtances of ſuch Succeſſes, in moſt 


| Places where ſhe had live were not eafily num» 
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of 1 Her Reproving, and taking Neprafl. 
Hs Ut note DEA 2D SIN t n gd 
87 E 4lways abhbrr-d Flattering others, or 
). being Flattered her ſelf: She thought that as 
er evil Speaking mov'd Men to Sin, ſo evil Gleuce left 
| | aN0Ww THO M1! "194 If © 10 999 
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1 It was not to be Uneaſy to others, or Offciour 
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in Matters that did not concern her, or becauſe 


Ine thought her ſelf more 3 of it, that ſhe 
Reproved any; but becauſe ſhe thought others, 


and the Honour 0 


— 


G OD, and Credit of Reli- 
Ti Tifcred dt: An 


Inter : 


that ſhe, as well as others, was bound in Con- 


Sin upon him, but in any wiſe to Reprove him 
for it: She took it to be an Evidence of true 
Chriſtian-Love to others; and therefore having 
beg'd of GOD to guide her Tongue, to move 


| would, in great Compaſhon, in a proper Sea- 
t» ſon, with much Plainneſs and Freedom, tell 
x | them of their Faults, and plead with them 
|- | thereupon. The Younger, and her Inferiors, if 
the Caſe required it, were told of them with 
ſome Severity and Smartneſs ; but others with 


74 

r | much Gentleneſs, Meekneſs, and Modeſty. If 
l at any Time it ſo happened, that ſome Miniſters 
D 
2 
E 


themſelxes were treated with this Freedom, ſhe 
with the Apoſtle's Words, Rebuke not an Elder, 
but intreat him as a Father, and young Men as Bre- 


thren. And I have known ſome Inſtances of 


- | great Succeſs by this modeſt Plainneſs, for 
. | | which 


for the moſt part, very ſinfully neglected it, 


ſcience, not to hate her Brother, by ſuffering 


their Hearts, and bridle their Paſſions, ſhe . 


5 


— 


Her Reprov ing, and taking Reprooff. 


which they have thank'd and honoured her ſo 
long as ſhe lived. 

or was ſhe more ready to give, than ſhe was 
to take Reproof: She ever reckon'd them her 
trueſt Friends, that took the greateſt Freedom 
with her in theſe Reſpects. 121 when in any 
thing ſhe appear d to be blame-wortby, ſhe would 
with an, ingenuous Concern acknowledge it, 
and often profeſs that ſhe had not taken No- 
tice of it 5 in her ſelf, but would r 
2 er ene . e ee 


their diſtingui 
| the obſerv'd the Reality and Power of Godli- 
neſs, and a calm and peaceable Temper in any, 
ſhe equally approv'd and lov'd it, whether un- 


CH AP. XV. 
Her ſteady Adherence to Proteſtant Diſhen- 


terry. 


H E had a true Affection, Value, and Ho- 
nour for 8 Chriſtians, whatever were 
ing Names and Characters: If 


der a Cloak or Caſſock. ö 
Yet ſhe ffatediy joyn'd her ſelf to Diſſenters, 


and was never aſham'd, or afraid to own or 
plead for them. 4 | 


It was not her Education that determin'd her 


in this Practice, but a faithful Regard to Scrip- 
ture and Conſcience, and uncorrupted Anti- 


quity: She read, and conſider'd, and fully 


weigh'd the Controverſy; and after her moſt 


diligent and ſerious Searches for Truth, ſhe 
concludes at laſt, I muſt be a Diſſenter in Princi- 
ple ftall, for ought I can ſee to the contrary + The 
Way I am in, ſo far as I am capable of judging, is 


that which comes neareſt to the Scripture Rule, and is 
' by much the freeſt for my Conſcience, and the Way 
wherein I have Fee moſt of GOD, and therefore 
the Way in whi 

to Cenſure others, and be it as far frem others to 


T muſt ſtill walk : Far be it from me 


Cenſure me ; they differ as much from me, as I do 


from them, and therefore it is but juſt that we ſhould 


have equal Charity. 
If an waildly Intereſt could have biaſs'd 
her Judgment in this Matter, ſhe wanted not 


| Temptations, when in a ſingle State, from 


Perſons of very unblemiſh'd Characters and 


D proſperous _ 
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38 Her Adberence to Proteſtant Diſſenters. 


proſperous Circumſtances, ' (Sir P. J. Sir F. M. 
and B—p S.) if ſhe could have been eaſy in the 
Communion of the Eſtabliſb d Church : But ſhe 
choſe rather to ſuffer Affliction with poor Di/- 
ſenters, than to loſe the Liberty and Peace of 
her own Conſcience, for any Titles of Honour, 
or worldly Grandeur, which ſhe look'd upon 
but as Toys and Bubbles, and therefore what 
ſhould never Charm her out of her Profeſſion. 
She ſaw many. Clouds on the Diſſenting In- 
tereſt then, and ſhared in the Sufferings that 
befel it ſince: But was mov'd at Nothing, un- 
leſs it were at the Unſteadineſs of ſome that 
were dear to her, who forſook (as ſhe thought) 
their own Mercies, by leaving the Way in 
which they had their firſt Acquaintance with 
G OD and themſelves, and their firſt Taſts 
and Reliſhes of Religion. 2 5 
She would often take Notice with what Scorn, 
and Contempt, and Malignity, it was treated 
by ſome, and how ſhamefully diſcredited by 
others, that had ſeemingly embraced it: But 
nevertheleſs, was always fully perſwaded, that 
GOD would Patronize that Intereſt as his own, 
revive it out of its Bondage, and make it Ho- 
nourable at laſt: That all the Prayers, and 
Tears; and Treaſures, and Bonds, and Suffer- 
ings of its Noble Confeſſors, ſhould: not be al- 
ways forgot or unrewarded——S$he would of- 
ten repeat the Words of the Prophet (to poor 
ejected Miniſters) Tho' your Brethren that bated 
you have caſt you out, and ſaid, Let the Lord be glo- 
rified, yet be ſhall, appear to your Foy, and they ſhall 
be Aſhamed. I oy; 
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C HAP. XVI. 


Her Work on Sabbaths, and at Sacraments. 


8 HE always call'd the Sabbath a Delight, 
and look d upon it, as the Holy of the 
Lord, and Honourable : Was very uneaſy if 
worldly Buſineſs was not diſpatch'd in Time, 
that the Sabbath might be remembred before it 
came: She endeavour'd to awake with G OD, 


and poſleſs her Mind at firſt with proper 


Thoughts to fit her for following Work : She 
preſently engaged in ſecret Prayer, to beſpeak 
the Divine Preſence; and Afliſtance thro* the 
Day; then Read and Sung, as ſhe had Time, 
before Family-Worſhip : When that was over, 
ſhe retir'd again to Read, and Sing, and Pray, 


and had a conſtant Remembrance of the Mini- 


ſter, for Aſſiſtance and Succeſs amongſt the 


As the was early Up on Sabbaths, ſo ſhe was 
always early out, an 


her. whole Family with 
her, not ſo much regarding the Dreſſing of her 
own Dinner, as the advantage of her Servants 
Souls, When Publick Ordinances were over, 
ſhe always withdrew for Meditation ; then exa- 
min'd her Servants, and inculcated upon them 


what they had heard: Then pray'd in her Clo- . 


ſet, before Family-Worſhip ; and after that, 
filled up the Spaces of the Evening with ſpi- 
ritual and edifying Diſcourſes. | 

She was never more pleas'd in any Ordi- 
nance, than in Singing, having a natural Love 
to Muſick, and a good Underſtanding and Skill 
init, But yet a Concord of Voices could not 
ſatisfy her, without 5 Accord and Don 
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Hier Work on Sabbat bo, 


of Heart with what was Sung. And hence 


was it, that we find in her Diary this ſmart Re- 
mark upon her ſelf, That in ſuch a Place I was ſo 


charm d with the Novelty and Sweetneſs of the Tung, 


that I bad ſung ſeveral Lines, before my Heart was 
concern'd in what I did. 8 
As to Sacraments, ſhe always ſhew'd a moſt re- 
ligious regard to them, in Obedience to the Pre- 
cept, and in Senſe of Intereſt ; and for Twent 
three Years together, I never knew her Abfent 
from One, if bodily Illneſs did not prevent her. 
Nor durſt ſhe ever u upon that ſacred Ordi- 
nance, without ſerious and ſolemn Preparation 


for it: She carefully examined and proved her 


Graces, her Faith, Love, Repentance, &c. and 
could not be ſatisfy'd only with former Tryals: 
She ſearch'd, and made dilipent Search into her 
Heart and Life, to find out her Sins, in order to 
confeſs and bewail them before G O) in ſecret. 
For this purpoſe, ſhe read over the' Command- 
ments, and ſome Expoſitor upon them, that ſhe 
might better know the Duties required,” and the 
Sins forbidden in each, and the ſeveral Aggra- 
vations of them: She then read over her Diary, 
nd more eſpecially reflected upon the Sins 
he had been guilty of „nge the laft Sacrament, 
that ſhe. might watch, and pray, and guard 

againſt them for the future. 
When ſhe had pfepar'd her ſelf thus, and en- 
deavour'd to excite her Graces for proper Ex- 
erciſes, ſhe durſt nee, Truft to her own Prepara- 
tions, but only on the Strength, and Merits, 
and Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt for Acceptance 
and Succeſs. Jn his Strength ſhe was ſtrong, 
and went forth with longing Expectations of 
much Grace and Conſolation in that Banquet of 
Love, and ſeldom fail'd of what ſhe had pray'd 
and hoped for, n 
She 


\ 


and at Sacraments, 


She then attended the Ordinance, in an hum- 
ble Senſe of her own Vileneſs, with an awful 
Regard to the Majeſty. of GOD, and great 
fear and care Teſt any worldly Trifle ſhould 
carry off her Heart from its proper Work: Her 
Faith fix d upon "Chriſt, as the proper Object of 
it, to receive, and apply, and appropriate him, 
and to Hve upon bis Fulneſs: Her Love was en- 
aged with great Intention and Ardour, upon 

OD the Father and the Son, for the Dilco- 
very of ſuch infinite Grace and Love in the 
Redemption of Man, and the Bleſſings of an 
everlaſting Covenant; that ſhe often) in her 
Diary, pats ta 60D concerning the Sin- 
cerity of her Love to him; Lord if I love not 
Thee, I lobe Nothing; I love not my Friends, I love 
not my ſelf, I love not any Thing in Heaven or on 
Earth, if I love not Thee. Her Heart was melt- 
ef for Sin, when ſhe look'd upon him, whom 

e had Crucified; and upon all the Scenes of 
his Sorrow's, from GO D, and Men, and De- 
vils: Nor did any thing invigorate her Prayers, 
and Reſolutions, and Covenants, againſt it 
more, than the Love of G O D to her, and ber 
Love to hints” 5 Donor 073 10. 159%; 

When Sacraments were over, {he would not ſuf- 
fer her ſelf to be diverted, ' but conſtantly with- 
drew to ber Cloſet, to bleſs GO D on her Knees, 
for what ſhe had done, and for what ſhe had re- 
ceiv'd x to beg pardon for her Failings, the conti- 
nuance of preſent Impreſſions, and Grace to be 
faithful for Time to come 
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|; C. H A. P. 5 | XVIL ; f 
Her Private Devotions, 


QUE was a Praying-Perſon indeed, and one 
that gave her ſelf to Prayer, and in the 


Seripture- ſenſe Pray d always: She would often 


ſay, She would not be hired out of her Clofet for a 
thouſand Worlds: She never enjoy'd. ſuch Hours 
of Pleaſure, and ſuch free and intimate Communion! 
with G0 D, as ſhe: had there; and wonder'd 
how any could live Praherleſs, and deprive 
themſelves of one of the greateſt Privileges al- 
low'd:to Men. wil | iy 1 WHY: $9 1 
Her Giſt (wi Logger was very extraordinary, 
as many have obſerw'd, when the Care of the 
Family was left upon her: And, as I my ſelf 
have obſervd, when, upon ſome very peculiar 
Occaſions, we have pray'd together in ſecret, I 
could not: but wonder at the Freedom and Apt- 
neſs: of her Expreſſion, at the Warmth and Vi- 

our of her Affections, at her humble Confi- 
Lords GOD, and ſtrong Expectations from 
him, when ſhe, pour'd out her Sou to him in 
that Duty: With what a Satisfaction and 


Chearfulneſs ſhe. would leave all her Com- 


plaints, and all the Difficulties, Grievances, 
and Diſtreſſes of others with GO D, thus 15 
ſting: her Burdens upon him, and finding Reſt to her 
Soul in him. . R 
She never determin'd any doubtful Caſes, with 
reſpect to her ſelf, her Friends, or her Family, 
till ſhe had firſt ask'd Counſel of GOD; and 
then whatever ſhe reſolv'd in her Cloſet, upon 
that Direction, was always analterably fix d. 
0 Many 
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ler Private Devotions. - 43 
Many gracious Returns of Prayer, ſhe often 
obſerves in her Diary; ſometimes GO D an- 
ſwer'd her whilf ſhe was upon her Knees a Pray- 
ing, either in the Recovery of the Sick, whoſe 
Lives were defpaird of by others; or in Eaſe 
to the pained, when in their Paroxiſms, and 
- acuteſt Agonier; or in Comfort? to the Dejected, 
when under the blackeſt Apprehenſions, and 
moſt diſmal Confuſions; or in Relief to the 
Poor, when in the greateſt Plunges; or in 
Extinguiſning the Violence of Flames, when 
the Towns where ſhe lived, have been in the 
reateſt Danger of being conſumed: In the 1 
aſt Caſe (of Fire) ſhe always retir'd, upon the bj, 


other of e u 1 don BY 


Prayer——At other times, ſhe obſerves how 
long ſhe warted for GO D's Anſwers : At ſuch a 
time I prayd, and at ſuch a time G O D graciouſly 

heard my 8 and concludes, Surely this was 
a Mercy worth praying and waiting for: She 
would often Remark the ſeaſonableneſs of GOD's 1 
Mercies, and how much better they were, in 4 
GOD's Time of giving, than they would | 
have been at the firſt time of her asking: 
And ſometimes ſhe would very thankfully 
own the Viſdom and Goodneſs of GOD, in dem- 
ing her Prayers, when ſhe found ſhe had ask'd 
for what had not been Honourable for GOD 
to give, and would have been hurtful to her, 
or others, to receive. 


It cannot be ſaid, : a 
OD, or 


-— 


ſions ſhe thus addreſs'd her ſelf to G 

how often ſhe open'd the Treaſuries of Grace, 

by this Key of Prayer. It is moſt certain, 

this was her daily Refuge, and her daily Re- 

lief, in every Diſtreſs: If ſhe did not al- 
D 4 Ways 


Her Private Devotions. 


ways gain what ſhe ask'd in Temporals, fhe 
— he had an Equivalent, or detter; and 
GOD. fully ſatisfy'd her of the Reaſonable- 
neſs of ſuch Denials. And as to her Tryals 
and Temptations, ſhe acknowledges it with 
reat Gratitude to GO D, ſhe had either pre- 
ent Dehverance, or Grace ſufficient (for the 
moſt part) to reſiſt, and Power at laſt to over- 
come, ET EE EL 


ES ; 


ER Hebrew Motto, in her Cloſet, for many 
= Years) was, WY. F i 


her awful Adoration, of G O D's, Qmniſcience, 
and that her Eye of Faith ſhould be; 8 
upon him; and ſhe Would ever act under th 
Influence of that Perſwaſion, that GOD, was 
preſent, whether; in Reading, Praying, Medi: 
tating, Examining, or Recording the ſolema 
Tranlactions that pafß d betwixt Him and her 


— 


Soul in: that Claſek.U 5 ws nee 
She had this always before her, that as oft as 
ſhe entered in, and as long as ſhe continued there, 
and in every Duty ſhe perform d, it might be 
a Memorial, that every Sin, and Folly, and In- 
ſtance. of her Departure from G O D, was per- 
fectly known to him: And every penitent Con- 
feſton, Tear, and Groan, was in the Sight, and 
under the Hearing of an Ommipreſent G O De“ 
And every Prayer, and Purpoſe, and Vow, and 
ſolemn Obligation made, and renew'd, and rati- 
fied there, was ſacred and awful, as under the 
Eye and Notice of an Al- ſeeing and Heart-ſearch- 
ng GOD. And this ſhe often found had great- 
Rin her from Sin, and excited her to. 
ty, and diſpos'd her for comfortable Com- 
munion with G O D, and kept her Heart from 

Triſling in her Cloſet. s 1 
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Hler Preparation fbr Death, clear Evidences 


and N Conſolations. 
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T: Was [ther great Work of her Late 10/46 

ready for Death : She began it 
went on with it daily; and with L 8de. 
ceſs: She often reflected upon the ep l Ages 
of her Life, and very penitently bewaib'd the 
Sins of her Childhood and Youth, as well as of 
Her riper Years, to the laſt ; and could never 
be ſatisfy'd till GO D Tp ke Peace and Pardon 
to her Soul, in the Blood of Chriſt t.. 

It was in her Touth = 7 about the 26th 
Year of her Ape) that gave her'the ſure 
Pledges of fie Love, à 8 Ie eden fo 
Eternal Eife: And fer Ar Vears after, t 
the Day o of her Death, A 255 in corhfbrtable 
Communion with G O D. and joy ful 'ExpeRas 
tion of the promiſed Ihheritariee: She cela) 
Taid her Foundation at firſt in GO D's Cô 


venant with Chriſt, — With Sinners in him: 


and her own hearty 9 fent to that Covenant: 
and then built upon GG Ds Promiſes, Chriſt's 
Righteouſneſs, Me 

would often ſay, Tho it fhonld' ſometi: nes Rain in 


at the Roof, ſhe muſt not therefore 5 luck up the Fbux- 


dation; or ſuſpect her Safety 5 ev very Shock 
or Flaw: or Failure in the oourſe of Life 
and Actions. 


She did not only Believe! but 'Knew in Won 
ſne believed, and to whom fhie had committed 
her ſelf, and her Eternal All, and with the 
greateſt Satisfaction and Aſſurance left them 
t ere. C * 


erits, and Mediation, And 
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ſhall I render to the Lord? 


Her Preparations for Death, &c. 


She was always complaining of a corrupt Nas 
ture, and many times of an evil Frame of Heart, 
and Departures from G O D in Times of Duty 
but ſtill ſhe anchored her Soul on Chriſt, an 
kept hold on G O D's Covenant, and her Hope 
was ſteadfaſt even to the Ed. | 

She was often taken into GO D's Banquet» 
ing-Houſe, where ſhe had the Diſplays of his 
Banner of Love. What ſpecial. Remarks has 
ſhe, in her Diary upon ſome Days! And Fe 

an 


ſome Hours, as giving her greater Pleaſure t 


all the reſt O joyful Morning, never to be for- 
got !——Bleſs'd Day of G O D, a Day 4 Heaven 
to my Soul !——Thzs Day in G O D's Court, was 
better than a Thouſand !——0Q how the Face of the 
dear Redeemer , ſhone on bis unworthy Duft in that 


Ordinance !——0 the fulneſs of Foy, and raviſhing 
Conſolation of the Spirit of G O D this Morning in 
my Cloſet Vas ever ſuch Grace as this ? Nhat 


- 


She .liv'd long at the Gate of Heaven, and 
knew. where ſhe was; and therefore no wonder 
ſhe ſo earneſtly defired to enter in: How often 
would ſhe ſay, The bleſſed. Hour will come 
How fain would I enter into the heavenly Courts? 
When ſhall I ſee G OD? how ] long to get out 
of the Tents of Kedar, and to be at Reft /\——Come 

ORD F ESUS! come quickly I love my 
Relations on Earth, yea, I love them dearly ; but I 
cannot but love my G O and Sauour, and love them 
better: Oh ! for that Life of Purity! and Lovs! 
and Foy ! where every thing will be as I vnd have 
=O N 0 Hg.. 


CHAP, 


Hier laſt Sickneſs and Death. Ui zu, 


I OR ſome, of the laſt Years of her Life, 
ſhe found her ſelf in a declining State, 
and was MOR? waiting for her Diſmiſſion : 
The Clearneſs of her Thought, Vigonr of 
Mind, and Strength of Memory, held to the 


laſt; but ſhe was often loaded with bodily In- 


firmities, and had many weariſome Nights and 
Days appointed her, which ſtill made her the 
more deſirous of her Eternal Reſrt. 
While we were both afflicted togethet, the 
one with Nepbritick, the other with Hyfterick 
Pains, it was adviſed by Phyſicians, that the 


one fhould make uſe of Briſol Waters, the other 


of Bath, which were thought the propereſt Re- 


medies in both dangerous Caſes. In purſuance 


of theſe Advices, in Autumn, 1719. we ſet out 


for Bath, and ſpent the Seaſon with good Suc- 


ceſs: At which juncture of Time; juſt as we 
were leaving Bath, I was much ſurpriz'd with 
very unexpected Overtures from a  Congrega- 
tion in Briſtol, to ſucceed in the Paſtoral Chains) 
upon the Death of their late Miniſter. How 
improbable ſoever my Compliance with this 
Call ſeem'd to me at firſt, by reaſon of ſome 

eculiar Circumſtances that perplex'd it, yet I 
durſt not diſmiſs it without ſome Thought: 
And the Call being ſtill urg'd, and the State of 
my Health. growing worſe, and threatning me 


ina little Time with a total Diſability for fur- 


ther Service in my former Station, I reſolv'd to 
refer my ſelf entirely to the Conduct of Provi- 
; vidence, 


* 


Her laſt Sickneſs and Death. | 
dence, and the Choice that GOD ſhould make 


for me. And by much Prayer, and careful Ob- 


ſervation thereupon, we both apprehended it 
our Duty, to make a Tryal of the Waters there 
for fix Months, and then to be at our Liberty 
to return, if we thought fit. Upon this Con- 
ceſſion we ſet forward for Briſſol, on the Fourth 
of April e and arriv'd there the Eighth. 
And to the Third of May we both of us enjoy'd 
a very comfortable Meaſure of Health, and 
were purpoſing in a few Days for Bath, tho' ſhe 
often oppos'd it, alledging, that ſhe found no 
need of it, having never been better for Seven 
Years Taft, than the had been ſince ſhe came to 
Briſtol. nn A WAG. | 


ut the Providence's GOD ſoon alter d the 


Scene, and hung our Harps upon the Willows. 
On the ſame Third day of May, as we had uſt 
entered into a Friends Houſe, where we were to 


dine, ſhe was immediately ſtruck with an ex- 
5 Pain in one Ear, which preſently caus'd 
ſuch a Deafneſs, as to render her Unſociable; 


upon which, ſhe defired to withdraw, and went 
Home. Her Deafneſs continuing, a Pleuretick 
Pever ſoon follow'd, and after that a Lethargy, 
whach depriv'd- us, 1n part, of what heavenly 
Converſation we promis'd our ſelves from her 
upou her Death-Bed. © 0 

In former IIlneſſes, when ſhe her ſelf, and 
every one elfe thought her under the Sexterice of 
Death, ſhe was always ſo far above. the Fear of 


It, (tho' naturally of a very timerous Spirit) 
that ſhe triumph'd over it, and ſang, O Death 
' where is thy Sting? O Grave ! where is thy Victory ? 

Thanks be to GOD, who giveth me the Victory, 

thro” our Lord Feſus Chriſt 
the, under the great Captain of my Salvation, aud 


I am fighting, fait 


cat 
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can bid defiance to all the Powers of Hell, and boldly 
encounter Satan in his own Kingdom I am now in 
the dark Valley, but I ſee Light at the end of it, and 
the Gate of Heaven ſlands open; O let me go into 
endleſs' Love, and live that finleſs Life: ben, 
Lord ! Hall I come to thes? Almoſt gone, and yet I 
cannot go—O my dear Friends! why ſo Cruel ! 
W hat ſhould I live any longer for? My Work is done, 
and why would you not haue me go to Ref e Gwe me 
up, I entreat you, to G O D, and do it chearfully e 
y conſtant Prayer has been, to be always waiting 
and hoping, and this is my preſent Fr It is 
an abundant Anſwer to all your Prayers for me, that 
IT bave Peace, and Hope, and Comfort, without any 
doubt, or fear, or any ſuſpitious Thought of my Sal- 
vation I an ſure I bave not flattered my ſelf in 
the Tryal of my State, nor been ſi u rficaal in it, and 
am fully perſwaded that G O D will not deceive 
me I am my Beloved's, and my Beloved is mine. 
It is but one Puſb, and better now if G O D ſees fit, 
or elſe I Hall bave all this to do, again Father 
into thy Hands let me commend my Spirit ith 
what Pleaſure would ſhe feel ber faultering Pulſe, aud 
ſay, When wilt thau beat thy laſt? It ts not Death 
yet, but bleſſed be GO 'tis pretty near it———T 
Hope I Hall not return to Labour, and Sorrow, and 
Sin again O that I bad the W ings of a Dove, then 
would I fly and be at Ref——She, would often add, 
Ve have need of Patience, that after we have done 
the Wall of GO D, we might inherit the Promiſes. 
In ber laſt [iineſs ſhe had the ſame fedfaft Faith 
and frong Conſolations as before, but a more difh- 
cult Paſſage than was expected: We thought, 
by her Lamentable Groans for ſome Days toge- 
ther, that her Pains had been very exquiſite , 
but when it was ask'd her, ſhe ordinarily an- 
ſwer' d, Ifeel but little Pain, only am Reſtleſs. Ther 
* 5 colt 


Rational and Spiritual: Her Mind was not on 4 
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cold and exceſſive Sweats continued for many 
Hours together, and were not more profuſe in 


themſelves, than affecting to others. 
Tho the Nature of her Diſtemper forbad her to 


ſpeak much, yet what: ſhe ſpoke was always 


calm and ſedate, but very placid and chearful, 
as oft as ſhe awaked O n D, ſays ſhe, 
T wait for thy Salvation This day I hope to be 
with Chriſt in Paradiſe——T he Promiſes of G O D 
are all yea and Amen in Chriſt Feſus z and here my 
Faith lays bold, and here it keeps its Hold, 

On the Eleventh of May, ſhe pray'd us, with 
much Entreaty, to detain her no longer by our 
Prayers, but reſign up her Soul to G OD, which 
we did with as, much Earneſtneſs as ever we 
had ask'd her Life before: Such are GO D's 
Ways to wean us from our deareſt Enjoyments 
in this World. 

About Ten a Clock that Night, the poor Pri- 
ſoner was releas'd from all her Bonds, and ob- 
tain'd a glorious Freedom : Her Heaven-born 
Soul (with its mighty Guard) took Wing for 
the Realms of Light; has heard its Euge, and 
receivd its Crown, and is for ever ſafely lodg'd 
in the Boſom of its dear Redeemer. 

She died without any Regret, unleſs it was 
that ſhe had liv'd ſo long; and has left a Name 
behind her (more precious than that of Sons and 


Daughters) to the Honour of her Sex, Relation, 


r 
dhe had often made it her Payer to-G OD, 
That ſbe might come Honourably off in ber laſt Eu- 
counter; that neither Religion might be diſcredit- 
ed, or her Friends diſcouraged by any thing that 
ſhould then be obſerv'd in her. And as GOD 
had abundantly anſwered ſo many of her Pray- 
ers 


. umph'd over all her Fears, and carried her with 
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ers before, ſo he very graciouſly anſwered her 
in this; for ſuch were the free and lively Exer- 
ciſes of her Faith and Love, that they wholly tri- 


Full Sail to Glory: And to the great Comfort of 
her ſurviving Friends, ſne leſt this World at laſt 
without either Sigh or Groan, and with the pleaſant- 
# Smile that was ever obſerv'd in ber Countenance be- 
= 8 | NN 
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CHAP, I. 


| Her Self Examinations, 
1 HEN I was Nine or Ten Years old, I 1690. 
5 firſt began the Work of Self-Exami- (WW 
VVV mation, and begg'd the All-ſearching Sept. 27. 
' GOD to try and diſcover me to my felt: 
And, I think, I may date my Converfion about 
that Time; F 


E I have 


Her Self-Examinations. 


J have kept an Account of the Tryals of 
my ſelf ſince 1670. And tho' my undutiful, 
ungrateful Returns have fill'd each Examina- 
tion with juſt and bitter Complaints, yet up- 
on Twenty Years review, to the Glory ef free 
Grace, I take it the Caſe has ſtood thus with 
me. 

My Judgment has eſteem'd G O D, even his 
Holineſs, the moſt deſirable Good, and I would 
be a Partaker of his Holineſs, whatever it coſt 
me; and have generally been willing of, and 
thankful for the ſmarteſt Diſcipline, in hope 
of that deſir'd Effect, and ſtill would be more 
holy, tho' by Sickneſs, Pain, or any other Af- 
fiction; having always eſteem'd Sin the 

reateſt Evil, and now for many Years my 
— Affliction, tho' in ſome Hurries, have 
not felt the moſt ſenſible Mournings for it. 

As I have choſen G OD for my Portion, ſo 
I ſtand by my Choice, and rejoyce in it above 
all the World; and thro his Grace aſliſting, re- 
ſolve never to forſake him, tho' IT die for it 
(which I ſhall never do, without extraordinary 
Aſſiſtance, having no Natural Courage). I 
have choſen the Way of G O D's Precepts, as 
the Means to this End, and have deliberately, 
entirely, rejoycingly, given my ſelf to Jeſus 
Chriſt, the Way, the Truth, and the Life, and 
prefer his Love to all the World: And. by 
many {weet (tho' too ſhort Experiences) have 
found it lifting my Heart up above all earthly 
Enjoyments, and ſometimes making it joyful 
under Smart, Pain, and Trouble; which has 
hinted the Power of his prevailing Love, and 
made me hope it will caſt out Fear, if he-calls 
me to Martyrdom. "At "3 

My Hope is in GO D, thro' Chriſt, and all 
T have I would part with, rather than his Love, 
and my hoped Intereſt therein. My 


Har Self-Examinations. 


My Deſires are after him above Gold, Health, 
Friends, Honour, &c. 1 long for fuller Com- 
munion with Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

here, and the uninterrupted Communion of 
Heaven. T t*þ 8 

GOD knows, I fear nothing ſo much as Sin- 
ning, and loſing his Favour. i 
. My Love, ſaith with Auſtin, let me ſee thee, 
O Light of my Eyes! Foy of my Spirit! Gladneſs 
of my Heart! Life of my Soul! great Delight! ſweet 
Comfort! my GOD the whole Glory of my Soul ! 
Deſire of my Heart! let me embrace thee, heavenly 
Bridegroom ! let me poſſeſs thee ! 
My Sorrow and Anger are uſually moſt in- 
tenſe againſt Sin, tho too violent Torrents of- 
ten ſpent on Sufferings.. | Ts 

My Hands, Feet, Head, and Heart, follow not 
. as I would; my Life is ſtained and blotted 
with daily Sins, yet GOD knows I loath 
them ; with daily Defects in Duties, yet have 
Ja reſpe& to all GO D's Commandments: O 
wretched Creature! Sin ftill dwells in me: I 
cannot do the things I would; but I would, 
upon any Terms, be rid of Sin: I ſin daily, 
but I ſorrow for, and hate it daily, and fly to 
the Fountain opened, which alone can cleanſe 


I forſake and renounce the Devil's Dominion; 
and as I have receiv'd the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
ſo I watch, and pray, and ftrive to walk af-. 
ter his Will, and holy Example. | | 

The Vorld gets near and about me, and I am 
too ready to follow and ſerve its Pleaſures; and 
Conveniences; but it is more ſolid Joy to 
my Soul to ſay, That Chriſt is nine; than to 
be able to ſay, Ibis Kingdom, this World, yea, all 
that T ever loud, were flill mine. 


E 2 My 


gun 
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My own Righteouſneſs I abhor , the beſt, moſt 
perfect, moſt ſincere Service I ever did, or hope 
to do, gives me no Hope of Acceptance, but 


in and thro' Chrift. 


O Lord, Jehovah, Father, Son, and Holy 
_ thou art my Portion; whatever this 
Fleſh would have, Lord! let me be thine at 
any Rate; truly I am, and would, and will 


be thy Servant, by Choice and Conſent, what- 


ever thou giveſt me, or whatever thou deni- 


eſt me: Oh! how bountifully has GOD dealt 


with me, while he has lov'd me from Death 
to Life. | 
Lord Jeſus! thou art my Way unto the Fa- 
ther! my only Mediator! I have accepted 
thee to teach and rule, as well as to ſave my 
guilty Soul; I cry as loud for Purging, as for 
pacifying Grace; I am willing to be kept from 


mine Iniquity; I except no Darling from thine 


Iron Mace; Lask no Mercy, nor would I ſnew 
it any. 

I KA rove and ſubfcribe to all thy Precepts, 
as Hel „ Juſt, and Good, as beſt for me, at 
all Times, and in all Conditions: Let my 
Heart be ſearched, and I will love the Word 
that doth it——1I account thy Law my Li- 
berty——Thou haſt drawn, and I have run— 
Thou haſt made it my Love, Delight, and 


Study, and it is the fincere Bent of my Life 


neſs, an 


to keep thy Word: Oh! that I might keep it 
to the End! | | 

Examining my Heart by Mr. Alleir's Rules, 

1 find many ſad Defects in Duties; much Di- 

ſtance from GOD, my Joy and Portion, and 
an Inclination to a vain, vexing, and pollutin 

World; yet I cleave to Chriſt, my Righteouſ- 

1 my Soul rejoyces in GOD my Sa- 

viour, f 

| Setting 
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Setting cloſe to the Duty of Examination, Sept. 3. 
my Heart was deeply affected with its wan- | 
dering from GOD, amazed and fad at the LIK | 
Inconſtancy of my Love to GOD, which I | 
take to be the Cauſe of my wandering | 
Thoughts; I ftill mourn over it, adoring the 
Patience of G O D, and his infinite Mercy, in 
Chriſt, to ſuch unſtable and vile Duſt, I ab- 

hor the Fountain and filthy Streams of my 

olluted Nature, I fly to the Blood of ſprink- 

ing: Lord! ſhall I never be cleanſed ? How 

long ſhall vain Thoughts lodge within me? 

I will ftill wait at the Pool, where thou haſt 

and wilt waſh me in thine own Blood; and 

if I cannot find leſs Sin, I will bleſs thee if 

I find more Grace, and wait, till by Death, 

thou preſenteſt me ſpotleſs, who haſt loved 

me, and already waſh'd me in part. | 

Comparing my Heart with GO D's Word, 1693, 

I have ſtill good Hope, thro* Grace, that Sin Mar. 3. 
hath not Dominion there : Sad Strength and | | 
Prevalency-——I1I confeſs, bemoan, abhor, and 

beg Cure of by any Method; yea, ſo vigorous 

are all the Luſts of my depraved Soul, I know 

not which to call (long together) my Maſter- 

Sin; what I moſt ſuſpect, I moſt hate, watch, 

reſiſt, beg Divine Aids againſt, and rely on 

the Lord Redeemer for Strength to ſubdue : I 
acknowledge his Mercy, Power, Faithfulneſs, 

Patience, to me unworthy Wretch, from my 

Birth to this Day; firſt ſweetly overcoming 

my Will, by his invincible Power, and ſince 

bearing all my ungrateful Backſlidings; pre- 

venting, aiding, comforting, conducting, cha- 

ſtening, recovering, and feeding me in all 

Places, Relations, and Conditions, 
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1695. Texamined my Heart, and found much Droſs 
July 23. mix'd with its pureſt Gold; and the holy Spi- 
rit of Grace and Supplication helped me to 
confeſs and beg Pardon with ſome ſuitable Af- 
tection, and indited many Petitions for my 
Self, Family, and Friends; all which I have 
left with my merciful Interceſſor, in Faith and 
Hope of a gracious Anſwer. 7 5 
27. examined aud found much Folly and Une- 
venneſs in my Converſation, many Wander- 
ings from G OD, a great Unſteadinefs in my 
Covenant; yet thro free Grace, no allowed ill 
Behaviour towards my deareſt Lord Redeemer: 
L abhor all the Ingratitude, Dullneſs, and Fro- 
wardneſs of my 140 to my wiſe and gra- 
cious Father; I humbly begg'd Pardon and 
Peace in the Blood of Chriſt, and believe the 
£ Attonement. | 
1696. Reflecting on part of this Year's Diary, there 
Fan. I. appears the greateſt Divine Goodneſs and Boun- 
ty to the moſt unworthy and ſinful Wretch: 
A multitude of gracious Anſwers to my poor 
Prayers, and great Appearances of GOD in 
Publick - Ordinances; yet many afflictive 
Strokes, but follow'd with Support and Uſe» 
fulneſs: So that my very Soul confeſſes, in 
very Faithfulneſs, I have been and am afflict- 
ed And now on the whole Tear, I ac- 
knowledge G O D has been faithful to bis Co- 
venant in all things, and I heartily renew my 
Covenant-Obligation to him, and beg Streng 
- to walk more ſtedfaſtly. £ 
4. Examining my Heart and Ways, I have good 
Evidences, thro free Grace, that GO is my 
Covenant-G OD in Chriſt, and has made good 
his Covenant-Promiſes to me, in convincing, 
converting, - comforting, guiding, ſtrengthen- 
ing, and rejoycing my Soul in his Ways; and 
| | in 
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in healing Infirmities and Pains , e 
me, ſupplying my Wants, ſupporting an 
keeping my Mind quiet under Troubles; ſan- 
ctifying Corrections to wean me from this 
World, giving Victory over Corruption; re- 
moving a Thorn in the Fleſh, for which I be- 
ſought him often, in Tears and fore Affliction; 
and ſb ſeaſonably, as to Evidence my fincere 
Hatred of Sin, before the Smart of his Rod 
— me Wiſdom, for which my Soul adores 

im. | ek 


Oh! how much better than Life, or any Aug. 4. 


thing in Life, is the Loving-Kindneſs of my 
GOD? $o ſweetly, ſo evidently, ſo abun- 
dantly manifeſted to my Soul, this Morning! 
Lord! how free, how full, how humble, and 
ingenious my Confeſſions, when thy holy Spi- 
rit indites and aſſiſts poor hardened Dult? 
What a View of Sin can thy Remembrance 
give forgetſul Rocks? What melting Shame 
and Sorrow? What Tears of Love? What De- 
light? What Pantings after more Grace? What 
calm and joyful Acquiefcence in relucted Diſ- 
cipline? What chearful unreſerved Reſigna- 
tion? Lord! how long have J ſtruggled in vain 
for what thou haſt of free Bounty given in one 
Hour ? Lord! keep it for ever on my Heart. 


I fell upon the Search of my Heart before the 169). 
Sacrament, with reſpect to the Nature and Ef. Mar. 2c. 


fects of true Faith; and find, that I am glad of 
the Diſcovery, even of ſuch Truths as moſt di- 
realy ſtrike at my ſtrongeſt Heart-Sins, and 
violenteſt Appetites: I am glad of the Threats 
that powerfully work on me to reform me, as 
of the Promiſes that refreſh me: I believe them 
all in Thef and Hypotheſi, and wiſh their Ener- 
gy in cleanſing, as well as comforting, ſo far 
as I can diſcern, 
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. I embrace the Promiſes with Delight, and 
find, thro' free Grace, a fpiritual Taſte and 
Rehſh in the Food of Life; ſuch, as ſome- 
times, quite weans me from the Love of the 
World, goes me great Peace of Conſcience, 
Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, and Love to Chriſt's 
Appearing——l1I find good Hope, thro' Grace, 
that I live by the Faith of the Son of GO D, 
who gave himſelf for unworthy me; for I do 
delight in his Word, above my appointed 
Food: It has been, in ſome Meaſure, of an 
Aitmilating Nature; I hope I have attain'd 


to ſome, and Pray and labour for more Growth 
0 


in Univerſal uniform Obedience to all GO D's 
Commands I depend on the perfect Righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt, and muſt own. from the 
Beams of that Sun of Righteouſneſs, a graci- 
ous Illumination and powerful Inclination up- 
on my Soal unto all Good 
05 for the moſt part, with the Church of 
GO D, even when my particular State in- 
clines me to a contrary Temper——A free 
uſe of ſpiritual Senſes, ſeeing the Light of 
GOD more perfectly and frequently than 
uſual; hearing his Word with Delight, taſting 
his Mercies with Comfort; I feel and mourn 
under the Wounds and Preſſures of Sin; I love 
Divine Truths, not ſo much becauſe propor- 
tionable to my Deſires, but becauſe, confor- 
mable to GO D, I reſolve in all Eſtates to 
rely on GOD's Mercy and Providence; I 
wholly renounce all Truſt in my ſelf, or any 
Concurrence of my own Naturally in any 
Good; I build not my Hopes or Fears on 
Man, or make them or my ſelf the Rule or 


End of my Deſires, I indulge no known Sin, 


I haye no known Guile ; I allow not the leaſt 
Sin, or appearance of Evil; I hate the firſt 
Riſings 


A tender Sym- 
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Ling of it, and bitterly regret the leaſt, the 
firſt, the moſt unavoidable Thought that Rebels 
againſt the Law. = 

Glorious Morning of this Day of the Son of 28, 
Man: Lord! what is all this World to me? 
Thy darkeſt Paths ** light and pleaſant 
to my Soul: Thy Will be done with all my 
Heart: All thy Ways are, and have been holy, 
juſt, good, and true: In very Faithfulneſs thou 
haſt afflicted; in tendereſt Bowels put pech 
ſpar'd, and born with thy peeviſh-ungratefi 
Child; and yet ſay'ſt, Thou art mine, and I am 
thine , and haſt filld my Soul with Joy, Ado- 
ration, Love, Praiſe, Reſignation, Acquie- 
ſcence, Dependance, Hope, Truſt, above what 
I can remember I ever enjoy d: O that pre- 
ſent Experience may ſtrengthen my Faith in 
future Combats. Amen. F 

A chearful Morning, .my Heart appealing to 1698. 
G OD, that Chriſt 1s my Choice, Religion my Fune 22. 
Buſineſs, the Holy Scripture my Rule, Hea- | 
ven my Deſign, the Saints my beloved Com- 
panions, the Ordinances my Delight. when I 
meet GOD in them, my Sorrow when I mils, 
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ſtill more abundant Aſercies to me, a poor, vile, Fax. 1. 

ungrateful, unprofitable Creature, than I could 

ever have hop'd for, notwithſtanding the peeviſi 

ill Temper of my Heart in the beginning of it. 

How ſoon did the Lord pity, and pardon, and 

renew the Evidences of his Love to my Soul, 


and drew out my own and others Hearts to 
ray for d. Mr. B.'s Health, and heard, and an- 
wer'd ſenſibly and ſpeedily, and hath con- 

— his Heal ch, in great Meaſure, ever ſince, 
. a | 


Having 
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Nov. 15. Having begg'd the Aſſiſtance of the holy 
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Spirit, and examined my Heart as to Divim 
Teachings, I find GO D has powerfully, plain- 
ly, fenſibly, affected my Heart; influenced 
the Means, my Mind, and Will thereby, in 
ſome good Meaſure ſanctiſied my Heart, re- 
new'd his Image, mortified Sin by hearty Con- 
flict ant Sorrow, rather than by Victory and 
Triumph: That Sin lives not an eaſy Life in 
my Soul, but is — check'd in its Birth by 
the holy Spirit, or follow'd with Shame and 
Sorrow, when not early ftifled , and I am reſt: 
Tefs till Pardon and Peace be evidenced 
The = of GOP, I hope, is dwelling in 
7 eart, by ſome tender Sympathy with 
Chriſt's Intereſt and Members; by Aſſiſtance 
to, in, and after Prayer; by forme, tho” too 
little. heavenly-Mindedneſs, and by practical 
Obedience agreeable to the Wort. 

_ Having earneſtly begg'd of G0 to ſearch 


. 2, and try me; and if there were any Deceit in 


my Heart, I could not difcover, that he would 
ſhew it to me: I conſulted the Scripture,” and 
aw'd my Heart with the Thoughts of the great 
Judgment before which I am 3 to ap- 


pear; and then examined my ſelf ferioufly, 


faithfully, and impartially: And if I can 


know my ſelf, the chief Deſign of my Life, 
for more than Thirty Years paſt, has been to 


- approve my ſelf unto G0 D: I have fearchd 


with Fears of Miſtakes, an4 am willmg to 
know the worſt of my ſelf, and thankful for 
the moſt ſearching Sermons and Books : I hate 


What Sins J find, and would be rid of them: 


My Heart begs Sanctification as frequently and 
earneſtly, and is as deſirous of it as of any 
Bleſſing of GO D's Covenant; and has mourn- 
ed more under the Delays of Anſwers of 
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Prayer for this, than for any other Mercy 1 
have ſought. The inward, ſecret, and firſt Ri- 
ſings of Sin in my Heart, have been the moſt 
bitter Affliction of my Life: Nothing have I 
deprecated more than being plungd into my 
own Filth; and been thankful for nothing 

* 1 


more, than Prevention or Recovery. Tho 

n have mourned for the Sins of others, yet my 
ff greateſt Hatred and Mourning has been for my 
4 own Sins, which Hatred has been follow'd with 


true Endeavours to mortify them; yet I am 
doubtful, whether my Heart be ſo ſenſibly 
touch'd for G O D's Diſhonour in Company, 
as my own : In my Obedience, I find an Uni- 
formity, as to the Object: I have a reſpe& to 
all G O D's Commands; and as to the Subject, 
my whole Soul and Body, ſo far as renew'd, 
moves. the ſame way: I truſt on Covenant- 
Aids, and reſolve to cleave to GOD'in all 
Tryals: My Heart has been ſway'd by GO D's 
Command, beyond and without any other Ar- 
gument : The little T can do, has been hearty, 
as to the Lord: When GOD enlarges my 
Heart, or uſes me for any Service, my Soul 
hath been humbled——T can do no more, no 
better, yet thankful for any thing, and freely 
own all has been of his free Grace : That the 
Bent of my Heart is for GOD, I conclude 
from my '1nward Defire join'd with Love: 
This Inclination has been habitual, no ſudden 
Pang: I have daily purpoſed and endeavour'd 
a Conſcience void of Offence towards G O D, 
and Man; ftill aiming at more Degrees of 
Grace, to walk more circumſpectly: Tet much 
Weakneſs and Wanderings in Duties to G O D, 
Inclinations to. Partiality towards Men: Not 
ſo ſenſibly touch'd with Sorrow as I onght, 
when in Company I hear the Name of G 8 D 

taken 
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taken in vain, nor have Loft dared to reprove 
it, which makes me avoid Company, to the 
Cenſure of Moroſneſs: Yet I do hate the Sin, 
even where I do love the Company: I hum- 
bly hope my Hatred of Sin is of the whole 
Kind, in its firſt Motions, leaſt Degrees; as 
Sin againſt G O D, more than for its Trouble 
and Danger: I delight to be nothing in my 
own Eyes, and love to be laid low before 
GOD: I haveand do love GO D, when ſmit- 


ten in my neareſt Comforts, or Luſts, and 


have bleſs'd GOD for every Twig of his Rods; 
I love the Perſon of Chriſt, as his Benefits, 
and all that bear his Image, tho' in nothin 
elſe lovely: I love his Service, even when 
fail of Comfort in it, and prefer his Image 


3. on my Soul to all his Benefits——1 dare not 


purſue my Examination farther; my Head 


fail'd, and my Body fainted, and I could pray 


but ſhortly with the Servants; my wandering 
Heart, weak Head, and feeble Body, renders 
me very unable to purſue my Duty: Lord! 
Ren RRC, unite, and aſſiſt to better, or ac- 
cept feeble Attempts. 5 

Upon the beſt Search I can make, if I were 
now at the awful Bar of GO D's Tribunal, I 
muſt ſay, ſo far as I can judge of my Heart, it 
does hate all Sin as Sin: It is and loves to be 
humbled before GOD: It loves GOD for 
every Rebuke of its Luſts: It loves the Per- 
ſon of Chriſt in all his Offices, and eve 
Soul that bears his Image, tho' in nothihg elſe 
lovely: It would approve it ſelf to G OD, 
when no Eye ſees it: It chuſes the Image of 


Chriſt more than all Comforts. 
Mar.24. The good Spirit of GOD witneſſed with 


my Spirit, to the Marks of true Repentance; 
in hating Sin as Sin, forſaking Sin, and fly- 
ing 


Her Self-Examinations, 
ing to Chriſt for Cleanſing: Sorrow for Sin 


has been expreſs'd by Tears, when Senſe of 


pardoning Mercy hath frequently melted my 
Heart: It hath been more general, voluntary, 
and laſting, than for any Affliction; I there- 
fore conclude GO D has pardoned my Sin for 
the Glory of his Sovereign Will, Mercy, Riches 
of Grace, Goodneſs, Truth, and Power, and 
has choſen, redeem'd, and will receive me to 
Glory hereafter, | 
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In reviewing paſt Examinations, I have good 1703. 


Hope that my State is ſafe; but comparin 
my ſelf with Years paſt, and the Means an 
Mercies ſince enjoy'd, I ſuſpe& my growth in 
Grace. | 


Fan, 1. 


A moſt unworthy, froward, weak, and un- 1704. 


profitable Servant, 
Family, and Care, but receiv'd freſh Inſtances 
of his Truth and Faithfulneſs to his Cove- 
nant-Promiſes; aiding and ftrengthening my 
Soul in what I de 2 on him for, par- 
doning my peeviſh Spirit, encouraging m 

— of Life more r 1 Sonfeſs'l 
my Ingratitude, Dulneſs, Unfruitfulneſs un- 
der richeſt Mercies and Means of Grace, and 
begg'd Pardon, and Help to renew my Cove- 
nant in Chriſt's Strength, and more growth 
in Grace, and Meetneſs for Glory, of which I 
have ſome joyful Expectation that tunes my 
Heart to Praiſe. 


et not caſt out of GO D's Dec. 32. 
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Searching into the ſinfulneſs of my Thoughts, 1705. 


I find great Vanity, Inconſiſtency, Unfixed- Nov. 24. 


neſs, to my great Shame and Loſs, and get 


little Victory even now when freed from many 


vexing Cares, formerly unavoidable : My Paſ- 
ſions fly, and ſtrong, and peeviſh, diſquieting 
my Spirit too oft on little Temptation——M 

Words too idle, careleſs, injurious, or not ſo 
q * profitable 


— 
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Her Self-Examinations. | 
profitable as they ſhould. be——My Spirit too 
4lothful and dull——My Time little improv'i 
for GO D's Honour, my on or others good 
My Mercies more us'd for {elf than G05 
My ſpiritual Seaſons add little to my growth: 


1 am ſhort in all perſonal and relative Du- 


ties; my ſecret Duties ſeldom vigorous, or the 
Impreſſion of publick, _—— ſeem to 
languiſn and decay in my ſpiritual Vigour, 
ordinarily, to my Shame and Grief: Lord! 


y 
pardon, and ſtrengthen the things that remain. 


1706. 
Feb. 421. 


I heard a good Sermon on Reconciliation with 
60 D, and have good Hope, thro* Grace, all 
Hatred is ceas'd, and Friendſhip with G OD 
begun in my Soul: That GOD, who hath 
firſt lov'd me, hath circumciſed my Heart to 
love him: I love all his Works, and hope he 
accepts mine, thro* Chriſt : I love his Chil- 
dren, and have receiv'd many Love-Tokens 


from him, and do apy give my ſelf 


. «” 


nſtance of ——$till a fearful Apoſtate, did 


to him: I bleſs the Lord for his tranſcendant 
Love, and beg, above all Bleflings, the Evi 
dences of it; and act Faith on Chriſt for 
maintaining Friendſhip with GOD: I re 
nounce all contrary Friendſhips, and deſire 
always to pleaſe GOD, whatever I ſuffer 
for ſo doing. TIC © FH ar Ts 
I ſet cloſely to examine my State, and 
begg'd of GOD to diſcover whatever Mi- 
ſtake I might have been under in my for- 
mer Tryals, which I review'd, and the ſad 


perplex my Mind; his Knowledge of the Law 


das great; his Examination ſeemingly ſerious, 
and with great Application of Mind; his 


eleaving to Chriſt feem'd hearty, &c. But 


1 muſt try by Scripture, and have no reaſon 


to believe that will deceive me, and 1 dee 


Ko EE oC a do oe. DS oe oe ee ee CS 
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of GOD my Heart may nat deceive me: I 
have review'd the Tryals I have made, and 
cannot find I am miſtaken Mr. Vines di- 
ſtinguiſhes the true Chriſtian from an Hypo- 
crite thus Hi: batred to Sin, and liking to GOD 
ariſe 2 an inward Nature or Prinaple. Lord! 
my Conſcience does not reproach: me when I 
ſay, I hate the whole Species of Sin, and 
+ ove appears ſo.to me: I love the-whale 
Law of GOD for its Purity, and my Soul 
pants daily for more Conformity to it 
The inward Man of a Chriſtian is made up of Chriſ . 
Lord! thou knoweſt the little Knowledge of, 
and Faith in, and Love to, and Taſtes of 
Chriſt, I have had, have made me hate and 
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mourn for Sin, and love Chriſt, and I do fight 


againſt Sin in his Strength I have felt the 
Teachings of G0 D, and do love my adoe- 
mble Lord Jeſus, for himfelf——My Repen- 


tance and Sorrow for Sin is moſt pungent, . 


when under the Power of Love Il deſire 
Grace for Service, as well as Salvation; true 
Grace 415 out 'Self-Love : It comes from and 
draws t 

with Chriſt: Lord! I love my Soul and Body 
when they love and ſerve thee: I hate that 
either ſhould diſhonour thee: I am ware 
to deny my ſelf any thing for thee; yet 
fear too much Indu 


himfelf is above the Power of all common Gifts : O 
Lord! thou haſt made my Soul to love thee 


for thy — Excellences and Perfections, as 


well as 4 redeeming Love, tho' not always 
fo diſtinctly as I would From theſe and 
ſuch like Evidence upon the moſtꝭ diligent 


Search I can make, I dare not but conclude I 


am a ſincere Chriſtian, and no Hy poctite. * 


Soul into Union and Acquaintance 


of ſelf, by Sloth, 
and Love of Eaſe I love and ſeek & O D for 
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63 Her Self-Examinations. 
Dec, 7. On many Years Experience, I can diſcover 
no Guile in Covenanting with G O D from 
1689. to this Day: I ſtill willingly, freely, 
conſtantly, rejoycingly renew the ſame Co- 
venant, and depend on it for Grace and 
Strength to walk more evenly, conſtantly, and 
ſuitably to it: I bewail the frequent Interrup- 
tions in my Communion with GOD, thro 
my Sloth and Wandering; the frequent Foils, 
by hated indwelling Corruptions: I fly for 
Refuge to the Hope ſet before me; here will 
I caſt my Anchor, Lord! let it ſecure my Reſt, 
when Storms in Life or Death ariſe. 
1708. I ſearched my Heart and 1 by reflect- 
Apr. 30. ing on many Vears paſt; and from all, have 
good Hope and Evidence ſtill of my true Con- 
verſion to GOD, and can appeal my con- 
tinued Reſolution to be his ever ſince 1673. 
1709. My Head is ſo dull and torpid, I can do 
Apr. II. little at Heart-Examination; but ſo far as I 
can diſcern, I have on moſt mature Delibera- 
tion, embraced Chriſt in all his Offices: I en- 
tirely yeild up my ſelf to his ſanctify ing and 
diſpoſing Will, and bewail my ſhort Perfor- 
mances, as my greateft Affliction, and am wil- 
ling to die for Cure: Lord! fit me for, and 
haſten me to Eternal Purity and Glory. 
Fun, 12. Lord! thou knoweſt I love all that bear thy 
* Image, fo far as it appears, tho' differing from 
me in leſſer things, tho injurious to me: And 
_ tho? I love not Thee; or them, as I ought and 
would, yet I aim at perfe& Love in Obedience 
to The. | 
Dec. 20. In Meditation on the holy Law of GOD, 
my Heart conſents to it, and I acknowledge 
GOD Sovereign Rightful Owner and Ru- 


ler, and Felicity : And I would rather be more 
conform d to his holy Nature and Laws, _ 
Ed | Ve 


— 


* 
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have all the Honour and Pleaſures this World 


can afford: I hate and mourn over the Obli- 


quity of my corrupted Nature, more than any 
Pain, Shame, or Loſs, or earthly Croſs I ever 
felt: I adore, and love, and joy in Jeſus, my 


Redeemer, more than all the Temporal Mer- 
cies I enjoy. The Lord knows that this is 
thus. | 


I reflectd on the Covenant I have long ſince 1710. 
made, and oft, with Joy, renew'd, and was Nov. 17, 


never willing to retract: And I ſtill find my 18, 


Grief, and Sorrow, and Shame for my natu- 
ral Pollution and Eftrangement from G 0 P, 


exceeds all the Sorrow and Trouble I have for 
any Loſs, Croſs, or Diſappointment, in this 
World, tho? not ſo paſſionate, yet more dura- 


ble: And I do eſteem it the worſt Miſery I 
feel, that I can love G OD no more; that L 
can honour and ſerve him no better——1 am 


not a willing Subje&'to Satan, I reſiſt his Mo- 
tions, I abhor his Rule, and fly to my Re- 


deemer for Strength to overcome all his Temp- 


tations——1 do not conſent to, nor indulge 
the Intere of the Fleſh: I ſtruggle againſt its 
Dominion: I would allow it nothing but 


what tends to make it more ſerviceable to the 


glory of GOD, and the good of my immor- 
I don't take up with this World 


tal Soul 
for my Portion, I had rather be deny'd any 
thing in it, if I may thereby enjoy more of 
G OD: I leſs defire its Honours, Riches, and 
Pleaſures than formerly : I thankfully own 
thy Bounty, O Lord! in ſupplying my Wants, 
in ſweetning my neareſt Relations, and a 
thouſand Comforts I enjoy : But, Lord! I will 
not take this for my Portion, I had rather loſe 
them all than the Lich of thy Countenance, 


fo far as I know my Heart——T do. daily, 


thank- 


has nothing in it but Sin and 
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thankfully, joyfully accept of and rely on the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as offered in the Goſpel, to 
juſtify my poor, miſerable, grey Soul, that 
iſery, and muft 
eriſh for ever, if thou wilt not pity and ſave 
it; but hopes to caſt its Crown at thy Feet, 
and cry, Grace, Grate : Lord! I accept thy 
Government with equal Deſire, as any of thy 
Benefits, and would be ſaved from my Sin, 
Lord ! thou knoweſt : I except not againſt thy 
Croſs, tho' thou call for Life it ſelf, or any 
thing in it; but I am afraid of my poor, fee- 
ble, timerous 155 800 Lord! I rely on thy 
Strength, never leave me to deſert thy Inter- 
eſt, whatever it coſt me: Lord! Jehovah ! Fa- 
ther! Son! and Holy Spirit! I {till give my 
ſelf to Thee, to thy Praiſe: Lord! thy Glory 
is my ultimate End: All I am, or have, or can 
do, n of the Lord, and from him; with Joy 
and Thankfulneſs I recognize thy Right, and 
eild up my ſelf to the SanZifying Power of the 
pirit, conſenting that thou ſhouldeſt cleanſe 
my unholy Heart in what way thou pleaſeſt, 
and write thy Law there, and make me Obe- 


dient: And to thy Diſpoſing Will, as the Rule 


1713. 
Mar. 22. 


of my Patience, that thou ſhouldeſt ſubdue 
every murmuring Thought at any thing thou 
doſt with me, or mine: Lord! I am a Fool, 
thou art Wiſe, let thy Will be done. Amen. 

I cannot rm the Marks of a tiue Love to 
thee, O Lord! I do value thee above all, and 
do verily hope that I can part with all for thee: 
Jam ſure I have a Love for Ordinances, and a 


Thirſt after thy ſelf: That there is no Pleaſure 


ſo great to me as Communion with thee no 
Grief ſo laſting and ſo pungent, as a Diſtance 
and Strangeneſs from thee: T have not ordi- 
narily any hard Thoughts of thee, I am fare 


allow 
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allow of none: I have a filial Fear of affeud- 
ing thee, eſpecially when ſmiled on; I can 
mourn heartily for grieving thee, when thou 
. evidenceſt pardoning Love: My ſtudied, al- 
low'd, and moſt pleaſant Meditations are; of 
thee : I chuſe thy Intereſt, and would ever 
prefer it to my own: I love thy Memory, and 
to commemorate thy dying Love at thy Tas» 
ble: I do commend thy Love to all ethers, 
but, Oh! that it were more feelingly and fer- 
vently: I am griev'd when thy Name is pro 


phan'd, tho' not Valiant enough in reſenting 


the Affront: I love thy Image, but yet t 

apt to deſpiſe where ſtain'd and faulty: 1 
would obey all thy Commands more ſincere» 
ly, freely, conſtantly, in the moſt difficult 
Articles, and moſt dangerous Seaſons ;- Lord! 
help me: Eternal GO D-Man! I love thy Per- 
ſon, as thy Benefits: I love thy ſweet Diſpo- 
ſition, and aim at Likeneſs, but get too lit- 
tle: I adere thee as Son and Servant of GOD, 
as my Redeemer, Husband, and Advocate; I 
would ſubmit, and be faithful, loyal, and lo- 


ving : I adore thy Suitableneſs , feel nay, Wee, 


and accept thee in all thy Offices: I adore and 
love thee for all thy Graces, and ſtrive to imi- 
tate them: I adore and love thee for all thine 
Ordinances, wherein thou haſt many a time 
ſhew'd me thy unparallelled Love. 

In ſearching my Heart, I ſtill find good 


the moſt unworthy one that could ever call 
thee Father: And how oft do I forfeit the Re- 


\ 


b 1715. 
Hope, thro* Grace, that I am thy Child, tho Fun. 18. 
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my ſelf to thee, to be taught thy Will, with a 
full Reſolution to obey and ſubmit, to be heal- 
ed of the Plague in my Heart, by any Method 
thou ſhalt chuſe : I ws on thy Satisfaction and 
Interceſſion alone for Pardon and Reconcilia- 
tion: I give my ſelf to thy Direction, with 
Reſolution to follow thy Guidances always ; 
and to thy Diſpoſal, with Reſolution to ac- 
quieſce in all thou doſt: Yet, Lord! my trea- 
cherous Heart rebels; obeys not thy Precepts; 
frets at thy Methods of curing my ſinful Soul; 
unapt to underſtand thy Guidance, or negli- 
gent in following; and fo fretful and peeviſh 
at thy Diſpoſals, as if it would be its own 
Carver, and baſe Self its own Center: O Lord! 
Jam amaz'd, aſham'd, and ſorrowful at theſe 
remaining Seeds of the old Apoſtacy; this 
Pride, Ingratitude, Folly ; Lord! when fhall 
T be healed! Waſh me thoroughly, and make 
me clean: Renew thine Image, -and it 1s 
enough, whatever elſe thon demieſt me: I wil- 
lingly bind my Soul to thee againſt. all Sin, 
more eſpecially this Sin that does ſo eaſil 
beſet me, the Diſplacency of my Spirit at thy 
wiſe and holy Diſpoſals: Lord!'I own it's 
moſt unjuſt, unreaſonable, ungrateful, yet I 
cannot conquer without thy Strength, and 1n 
that I covenant never to indulge 1t—TI hate 
my uncharitable, peeviſh Reſentments of In- 
Juries, and hardneſs to forgive and — 19 
t= 


Lord! encreaſe my Faith, that I. may do 


ter: I now will covenant in thy Strength to 


walk more GO D-like, holily, and righteouſ- 
ly, and be more inwardly and univerſally good 


in all Places and Relations, in cloſer Commu- 
nion with GOD, in Ordinances and Provi- 
dences, and to watch againſt all Sin, and be 
more diligent in all Duty: But, Lord! with- 

a out 
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out thee I can do nothing : I am oppreſſed, 
Lord! undertake for me. TATE 
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In ſearching my Heart, I have ftill good 1716. 
. Hope that my Beloved is mine, and I am his, Fun. 30. 


tho ſtill a poor, weak, unworthy, defiled 
Child; lothing my ſelf, hating my Sin, aſha- 
med I get no more Victory, under ſuch Means, 
ſo many Chaſtiſements, and more Mercies, 
but ſtill find ſuch Bubblings of Corruption 
on every proper Temptation : Yet, bleſs the 
Lord, O my Soul! for ſpeedy Recovery, and 


8 Aids of the holy Spirit calming my 


ind, and raiſing my Affections above this 
World The Righteouſneſs of Chriſt is ſuf- 
ficient, and I depend on it for Pardon, Heal- 
ing, Conduct, Perſeverance to Eternal Life 
I would be at thy Diſpoſal, not my own, tho? 
too often my Fleſh would have what thou 
ſeeſt good to deny——Whatever Decays of 
Nature I feel; or muſt yet ſuffer, let thy Grace 
grow and encreaſe daily more and more, till 
thou bring me to Glory : Many Dangers and 
Difficulties are ſtill in my Way home: Fleſh 


and Heart may fail, the World frown or flat- 


ter, my Heart 1s deceitful, the Devil ſubtle 
and malicious; but thou, Captain of my Salva- 
tion! haſt fill'd that Character to all, that ever 
truly truſted thy Conduct: On thee my 
relies; O fail not to perform all thy Work in 
and for me, till I caſt my Crown at thy Feet, 
and ſing Hallelujah to the Lamb for ever. 


Soul 


My Head was clouded, and much indiſpos'd Sept, 22, 


for Self-Examination ; yet in reviewing my 
Heart and Life ſince the laſt Sacrament, I find 


the Frailty of my own Reſolution, ſoon after 


the renewing of my Covenant; but ſince 


Fune 21. I have found my Redeemer's Strength 
ſufficient for his weakeſt Children, his Pity, 
| TY Pardon, 
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Pardon. and Patience to the moſt Unworthy: 
I long to feel the powerful Influences of thy 


Love, making it more natural to me to love 


my Brethren, tho' injurious, frail, ungrateful, 


as I have ever been to thee, to pity, forgive, 
and do og to Enemies, as thou haſt done to 
me, whale I was thy Enemy : Lord! flay all 
Enmities in my Soul, and help me to reſiſt 
every angry Reſentment faithfully in thy 
Strength: O holy Spirit of Love and Peace, 
rule in my Heart. 

On review of the Year paſt, I muſt till 


witneſs to the Truth and ercy of G O D, 


who has not turn'd away from doing me 
: I acknowledge with Shame and Sorrow, 
the Pride, Paſſion, and Peeviſhneſs of my Spi- 
rit, under flight Temptations, againſt Con- 
victions, penitent Confeſſions, Reſolution 
Prayers, and Tears—Innumerable, vain, an 
ſinful Thoughts, and Words, yet the Lord has 
ſpared me this Year alſo; Has reſtored my 
Hearing, continued my Sight, preſery'd my 
Limbs, provided abundantly Food and Ray- 
ment, given me more Health than many of 


my Age, eas d my Pains, heal'd my Diſeaſes 


many a time, when I cried to him : But, Oh! 


the rich Grace and Mercy to my Soul, when 
almoſt over-whelm'd with Sorrow, to find 
ſuch Remainders of Sin in my ſelf, and 
others, dear to GOD and me—— Very ſweet 
the Sabbaths, and all the Sacraments of this 
Year have been——Many gracious Anſwers 
of Prayers for my ſelf and fick Friends—— 
And now, Lord! I acknowledge the Sweet- 
neſs of following thy Conduct, relying on 
thy Strength, depending on thy Word ; the 


Pleaſantneſs of thy Ways, oy my — i, 
ave made a 
the 


or ſtepping out o 
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thy Paths, 
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the Bitterneſs of this Lear Lord! enable 
me to keep the Reſolution of the Year y To 
leave every Circumſtance of my future Life 
and Death to GOD; To be watchful oyer my 
Words; To do to othery as I would they ſhould 
do to me I acknowledge the Multitude, the 
Seaſonableneſs, the Extenſiveneſs of the Na- 
tional Mercies of this Year, in Anſwer to the 
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Prayers of a poor Remnant, who cried to 


60 by themſelves, and obtain'd a double 


Defeat of the Enemies at Dumblain and Pre- 
fon, while yraying on the Lord's Day : But, 
Oh! how ſhort our Returns of Praiſe and 


Duty. 
ery dull and drowſy all this Day: I 


have often covenanted to be the Lord's, with June 14. 


Soul and Spirit, Will and 21 but yet 
how treacherous and unprofitable : I have re- 
nounced Sin, Self, this World, yet how oft 
overcome by them? I have taken Chriſt Je- 
fus, the Lord, on his own Terms, to love, 
and obey, and ſerve him, but how ſhort in 
all? I have given my ſelf to G OD. thro? 
Chriſt, to the ſanctifying Operations of the 
Holy Spirit, to the commanding Power of his 
Law, and the Diſpoſals of his Providence, and 
would be to him a Praiſe, yet how oft to him 
a Diſhonour? Lord! I ſtill reſolve in th 
Strength; be Surety for thy weak, but — 
ling Servant. 2 
I ſearch'd my Heart and Ways, and boy 
I had been an ill Subject to my Lord and Kin 
but would be better; yet upon fartheſt Search, 
I could not conclude I had been a Traytor to 


my dear Lord. 12 
In ſearching into my ſelf, Lord! how 


many of the Seven and Seven Abominations Apr.30. 


F 4 are 


1718. 


1719. 


„Fan. 8. 


1720. 


\ 


— 2 — 


Wo 


Her Self-Examinations. 


are ſtill in my Heart, even when they break 
not forth \into Words or Actions! For theſe 
'T loath my ſelf, and daily cry for Pardon and 
Healing: Lord! encreaſe my Faith in thy 
Power and Compaſſion to cleanſe my leprous 
Soul: For this it was I came firſt to, and ſtill 
rely upon thee; and am this Day devoting my 
ſelf afreſh to GOD, my Portion, Redeemer, 
and Sanctifier.. n 


F 
Hier Sabbath-Frames and Services. _ 


8 O D, that drew my Deſires to meet him 1690. 
in the Mountains of Myrrh, hath this Y 
Day met me there; and excited in poor Fan. 18. | 
Duſt more lively Deſires, That my Soul would 
ever praiſe him. en | 

Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul! who hath not 1691. 
turn'd away my Prayer, nor his Mercy from Sept. 6. | 
me: I cry'd to him under the bittereſt Af- | 
fliction, (viz.) ee Corruption, and he ; | 
hath helped and ſtrengthened me with Strength 
in Soul, tho' he leaves theſe Canaanites to 
humble me: Begging his Preſence and Bleſ- 
ſing on Ordinances, I go forth in joyful Hope 
this mae EY in GOD's Houſe all 
the Day, while his Covenant-Love was diſ- 
play'd, and the good Spirit witneſſed my In- 
tereſt therein ; with joyful Praiſe I ſpent the 


Evening. . | 
Full of Pain and Pleaſure : Lord! what 27. | 
thou wilt, with ſuch Aſſiſtance, it ſhall be no C 


Burden to me: Sweet was the Word, commend- 
ing Chriſt as my Soul's Phyſician, and Faith ; 
as the Inſtrument of Application: My Heart 
anſwering the Marks of the Healed, and yet 
not ſuch lively Joy as in the Morning. 

Keep upon my Heart what thy Bounty hath Nov. 29. 
this Morning given thy ill-deſerving Duſt: 
Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul! who hath made 
his Houſe the N Gate of Heaven to me all | 
this Day, eſpecially in the cloſe; Lord! par- = 
don every wandering Thought, and ſucceed 

my Reſolutions to be more entirely _ 
ow 
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Dec. 13. O how his Preſence in his Sanctuary fill'd 
my Soul this Day! I found him whom m 
Soul loves, entertaining me with the Special. 
ties of his Salvation: Let the poor Carcaſe 
tired, and in the Evening abated the Joy. 

O how his Spirit made me cry, Abba, Fa- 
Fax, 10. ther! excited Love, Delight, Praiſe, Reſigna- 
tion, Petitions for the Church, my Friends; 

was ſweetly refreſhed by meeting GOD in 
publick Ordinances, and found his Word de- 

ing good to my Soul, according to his graci- 

ous Promiſe. _ | "RIES 

31. Whence is this to me, that my Lord ſhould 

come to, and abide with me? $0 dull, ſo dark, 
ſo dry, ſo hard; thus ſoftned, made fat, en- 
lightened, quickened, by the All- conquering 
Spirit of Grace : O Lord ! by this I know thou 
canft do all things. | | | 
Feb. 7. Under ſome Abatement of Joys, that began 
to amaze and overcome me, excited Deſires to 
depart, and be with Chrift. RET 
Sept. 11. Loft above an Hour in Sleep: Begging par- 
don, and afliſtance of the Spirit on publack Or 
dinances and Miniſters z graciouſly heard and 
- - anſwerd. I 
1693. Strong Conſolation in Reading, ſweet Influ- 


1692, 


y 
follow'd hard after GOD: for a Dy this 
Day: And he that taught me to pray, heard 
my Cry, and helped me againſt the Bands of 
Rovers, that had like to have loſt my Day. 
How lovely, Lord! were thy Tabernacles 


Apr. 30. 


this Day! better than Life, or all deſirable 
therein Lord! how ſweetly haſt thou made 
me differ from my ſelf in the Morning! Oh! 
that my Dulneſs might never return more! 


Thy 
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d Thy Vows, O GOD! d May 7: 
8, are upon me, an . 
, my Keſolutions to be more thine are _— L 
but the Grace and Strength to perform is thine. 
Lord! give what thou commandeft, poſſeſs 
what thou haſt purchaſed, and perfect what 
p thou haſt begun. Amen. 
Z Oh! how gracious! how full! how ſweet ! Sept. 10. 
X the Anſwer of my poor languid defective 
Prayer, in abundant Aſſiſtance in Body and 
Spirit to Goſpel-Heraulds, 3 freeſt 
Gee, to vileſt Duſt; even the holy Spirit of 
Grace, trying and evidencing to my Soul its 
firſt coming to Chriſt; exciting and encourag- 
ing renewed AQs of Faith: If ſuch Joy in the 
outer Court, what is Glory above 
Reflecting on the free and powerful gracious OF, 15. 
Conduct and Aids that ſtaid my youthful Slide, 
brought back my wandering Soul from tire- | 
ſome Vanities to GOD, its Felicity and Reſt, 
and ever ſince preſerved, ſupported, and deli- 
vered me; my Soul acknowledg'd with Love 
and Praife the Truth and Faithfulneſs of that 
gracious Covenant in the Lord, Mediator and 
Redeemer, by which my Soul receiv'd Life, 
and is fill had in Life, and hopes for Eternal 
Life. Lord! what ſhall I render, even for 
the Smart of thy Rods, the Thorns in the 
Hedges that turn'd back my Apoſtatizing Soul 
from Sin, and Self, and World, to GOD, on 
whom I depend for Strength to perſevere in 
Grace to Glory. l 
Oh! glorious Morning of this Day, that the Nov. 12. 
Lord hath made! how powerful ſweet are th | 
| Tecret Approaches to humane Spirits! while 
thou breatheſt on poor dull Duſt, and ſay'R, 
Receive the Holy Spirit ; O Lord! it 1s done: O 
let this foretaſte continue and encreaſe this 
Pay, and all my Days! 


80 
1694. 


Nov. II. read his Word: My 
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The Lord ſpake-to 1 as my Servant 

Redeemer ſaid, It is I, 
be not afraid : My Soul anſwer'd, Call ne then to 
Thee thro' the Fire or on the Water, and I will go: 
I was mounted on the Chariot of Aminadab, and 
my fainting Fleſh and Sparits were revived by 
the Confolations of the Holy Ghoſt : I cry'd'for 
his Preſence and Power in his Sanctuary, to 
Strangers and Children; and great and power- 
ful was his Preſence with his Ambaſlador, ſet- 


ting Life and Death before us, yet the Souls 


1695, 


I-moſt earneſtly begg'd for, were not moved. 
Joyful Morning, while Beams from Divine 


Fan, 20, Light turned my Midnight into Day: I found 


GOD in all his Ordinances, chuſing a Meſ- 


ſiage for one of his Ambaſſadors, contrary to 


his Intentions, and carried him through with 
great Power and Vigounr. ogy 


July 14. Lord! how ſweet are the Returns of thy Fa- 


vour, after dark Deſertion! what can diſpleaſe 
my Soul 1n all this Diſcipline, while thou en- 
creaſeſt and helpeſt me to act my Faith on thy 
Truth, Power, and Promiſe: Lord! while 
thou haſt taught me by thy Word, and helped 
me by thy Spirit to believe, how eaſy are the 
Difficulties , how light the Afflictions; how 
reaſonable . the dark Diſpenſations ; how true 
thy Retributions ; how clear the Myſteries of 
the Goſpel ;- how hopeful Death it ſelf; and 
how certain the Promiſes that concern. thy 
Church! all which have ſo puzzled and afflict- 
ed my Soul of late. „ 

I reſted ill with fear of over ſleeping, which 


1 


gave little Advantage to the Duties of the 


Day; yet going forth in Dependance upon 


60D, I found him preſent with his own In- 


ſtitutions to my Comfort. 


A 


reer. 
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A joyful Morning! ſweeter to me than all 1696. 
the Delights this World ever afforded ; Sweet May 31. 
Sun-ſhine after Clouds and Tears; My Soul | 
pleaded hard for a wandering Prodigal, and 

other young ones, Gg Hwy | 

- *Refle&ing on my own Sins, and ſhortneſs in Dec. 6. 
all the Duties of thg Sabbath, I find Matter f 
Humiliation, eſpecially in linging the Morn- 
ing-Pſalm, I was ſo intent on the Tune, that I 

had ſung ſeveral Lines &er. my Heart went 

along with the Words, . 11 | 

I awaked in ſweet Sabbath-Temper, beyond 1697. 
the Power of any to give but the Lord of the Apr. 4. 
Sabbath: Him I adore, on him, O my Soul! 

do thou ever depend: Whoever did, or can 

quiet, comfort, ſatisfy, rejoyce, and heal thee, 

as he hath done? Be this Ebenezer for ever 

thy Encouragement. | lag ar 

My Soul hath been fill'd with Hope, and 1698. 
Love, and Joy, and fain would have gone from OE. 9. 
my Lord's Table to the Manſion. © . 

Sweet were the Diſplays of G O D's Power 1699. 
to his People, awful and terrible to his Ene- Fan. 15. 
mies: Gracious was the Aſſiſtance to the 
Preacher; O let the GOD of Power fix the 
Arrows in the Hearts of his Enemies. 

My Soul ſought the Lord for the Bleſſings of 1700. 
the Sabbath, and great was his Aſſiſtance to Nov. 24. 
his Ambaſſador : Some Convictions revived in 
the Congregation, and in one in our own Fa- 
mily: Some Help afforded me in Inculcating 
the Sermons on my Servants. dye 
My Heart was much drawn out in Love to xox, 
the Laws.of GOD, as a juſt, and good: Mar.22. 
And my Soul rejoyces in the Government of 


my dear Redeemer, as much as 1n his other 
Benefits to me: I bewail the remaining Diſ- 
conformities of my Heart anfl Life, and beg 

ks every 
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e jarring Thought might be ſubdued : 
por a: thankful on Goſpe-Threatnings to 
awe my diſingenious Spirit, when Love cannot 
draw- it to Duty as 1 wonld, nor keep it from 
what I would not. . £30 

July 12, Very dull and indiſpoſed in the Morning for 
| holy Duties, till I inculaated the Sermon at 
Noon upon my Servants: ' The Lord then pitied 

and drew nearer to me in the Afternoon, and 
helped my Faith to rely on his ſealed Covenant 

for Life and Livelineſs. | eben 

1702. How much clearer and ſweeter hath my Per- 

April 5. \wafion of GO Ds Covenant-Love been this 
Day under a lively Sermon, than I ever gain'd 
by Light of Reaſon ?—How dull did I go out, 
how lively, warm and joyful did I return 
Lord! that didft enable me to inftra& my Fa- 

mily, and haſt drawn out my Heart in Pity and 
Prayer for all under my Roof; bleſs the La- 

bour of thy poor Worm, and yet fulfil thy gra- 

- Cious Promiſe to Training up in thy Way, and 
accept of all my Aims at thy Glory in the Son 

of thy Love whom thou heareſt always, and all 
thine for his ſake. Amer. YT 

1703. My Beloved drew, and my Soul follow'd hard 

OZ. 10. after him in Family and Clofet-Worſhip :- And 
I begg'd the ſweet Force of his ſtrong Charms 
for all that aſſemble in G O D's Houfe this 
Day; very gracious was the Lord to me in go- 
ing to and in his Houſe, and returning to mine 
own; ſtrengthening my Memory to retain his 
Word, and aflifting me to inculcate it on my Fa- 

mily; and e my Hope of better 8Suc- 

'v  cels, by a more willing Diſpoſition in our new 

1 9 m | — 

1706. Jo Morning! ( rew - nearer than 
Fu „ my Soul, and the Bleſſings of. Abrabam 

came on a poor Gentile, through Jeſus W 4 8 

| eſſe 


e C2 bois bd ee 
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Her Subbath-Frames and Services. 
bleſſed be G O D for Chriſt. Amen. The Day 
and Evening was comfortable; . 


Sweet was this Morning's Retirement in read- 1707. | 
ing Nambers XXI. Lord! what Encouragement Apr. 20. 


in looking unto Jeſus, for healing the flaming 
Stings of Sin in my Soul! what my Tears can- 
not _ Faith in my exalted Lord can: O 
ſend thy Spirit to be a Well of Life in m 
Soul : . Spring up, O Well ! this Day, and cauſe 
me to ſing to it, and let poor dark and defiled 
Souls be healed in the Waters of the Sanctuary 
here and elſewherſſee. | 


Day; and ſweet was the Word, Prayer, and 
Singing, and the Miniſter lively in Preach- 
ing-—O immenſe, active, patient Being 
I was exhorted to Study, Meditate, and Talk of 
G O D's Preſervation of my Natural and Spiri- 
tual Life——I liv'd when others died of the 


ſame Fever G OD help'd when Man could 


not: I deferv'd to die and periſh: I might 
have died e er my Peace had been made My 
Graces have been affaulted, not ſlain: Lan- 


 guiſh'd, yet revived: GO Ds Diſhonour by my. 
woful 


II prevented: Lord! that I may live 
more for thee, and more uſefully for others : 
Let the holy Spirit dwell in me, who alone can 
preſerve my Spiritual Life; let me caſt out 
all that would offend or grieve him, give full 
room in my Soul to him, and be fully govern'd 
by him : Love and attend my Ordinances, ob- 
ſerve thy Providences, and plead thy Promiſes 
for Spiritual Life and Growth concluded 
the Day with Thankſgiving for the Recovery of 
my Natural and Spititoaſ Life, and earneſt 
Prayer for my fick and afflicted Friends, and 
the poor Servant under my Care. Wer 


Very gracious has the Lord been to me this Nov. 2. 


34 
1709. 
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The Lord compoſed: my Mind, and I begg'd: 


Mar. 20. more Communion with the Father, Son, and 


Spirit in the Worſhip of this Day, than yet a- 


fore: And on mature Debates with my own 
Heart, I deſire ever to be kept in the Com- 


munion of the Congregations with whom I ſtill 
join, verily ſuppoſing their Paſtors choſen, qua- 
hty'd, and conſtituted according to Chrift's Ap- 


Pointment; I love, and pity, and pray for 


thoſe ſubmitting to a Yoke their Fathers could 
not bear, and I hope will never be eaſy to 
them: I humbly implore the jealous GOD to 


- purge his Church from ' Superſtition and  hu- 


mane Inventions ,- That all Terms of Commu- 
nion, Anti-Scriptural and Extra-Scriptural, may 
be taken away, and Peace and Union follow; 
and the Goſpel-Preachers, caſt out by their 


Brethren, may have abundant Recompence in 


Apr. 10. 


the Succeſs of their Miniſtry. "FR £7 FR 
I bewaiFd the Vanity of my Thoughts on 
this: holy Day, wherein I am Jiſcharg'd from 
what 1s my Duty on other Days: Lord! how 
kindly doſt thou allow me Reſt from vexin 
Vanities! but how cruel am I to my ſelf, anc 
ungrateful to Thee! by. undue, unneceſſary 
Concern for Troubles on ſome, dear to me, 
which all my anxious Thoughts cannot eaſe: 
Lord! curſe this Fountain, and wither the 
Fruit of my corrupted Nature, and lift my 
Mind vpward in the publick and private Wor- 
{hip of this Day: IO) Op | 
The Lord aſſiſted my Endeavours to fix my 
wandering Thoughts in the Night, but too ſoon 
were they diverted in the Morning: Amazing 
Evil! my Soul loves, approves, and chuſes 
G OD, his Ways, his Precepts ; and nothing 
is ſo delightful to my Soul, yet I can fix on 
nothing of all theſe, but my fooliſh * 
N ; ca y 


[- 
, 

ö 
N 


eaſily interrupted with mere Impert inences 1 


Her Self Examinati ons. | 85. 
Lord! give a wiſer G wg ge, fixed 
Heart, Which I ſeek rather than Gold, but 


cannot find till thou giyeſt it. 


600 afiftet his Mitiiſters, and'helpetl my 1712. 
Memory to aſſiſt others; ànd my Soul aſcend- Jan. 27. 
ed in the Hymn after Sermon with unufna! 

Flame, when wy Voiee could not mix in the 


' Conſort, ** 


I awaked in great Paiti, which" continued, 1713. 


till in fecret Prayer 1 loft all Senſe of bodily Sept, 13: 


Pain in ſpiritual Pleaſure; and Tears of go 

Iy Sorrow for Sin; and Toy in my Redeemer. | 
I awaked and roſe in Pain, which abated OZ. 4. 
with ſuch Tremblings, Sickneſs, and Faint- 
ings, that my natural Spirits could give no 

A iſtances to the Joys of this Day: Yer never 

was my Heart more joyful, more pleaſed in 
Meditation, Prayer, Hearing, Sin ing, Con- 
verſe, when my Spirits were ſo ſunk, I 


thought 1 ſhould have dy'd in my Pew * How 


pleaſant were the Thoughts of going out of 
that Tabernacle of Grace, to the glorious Tem- 
le above! Oh! holy Spirit of Grace, how 
ee, how fweet, how powerful are thy graci- 
ous Operations r 


I rofe-early, and tuggd long at my dull 1715. 


Heart in ſecret, but could not reach the live- May 8. 
iy Frame ſometimes allow'd me; I renew'd 
= Self-Dedication to GOD, in Mr. Baxter's 
ords, and begg'd quickning Grace by the 
Word and Spirit, and was not difappointed. 
I —— dear Redeemer, my true living 1716. 
Way to the Father, and for his ſake I begg d Sept. 16. 
the Comforts and Pleaſures of his Day: I di- 
ligently fought GOD in Secret, in Family, 
and TO er nes JE too ene pe- 
NU F1 er'd 


1719. 
July 12. 


17 
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1720. 
Fan. 17. 


. Sele Examinations. | 


ſter d with, vain, idle, unprofitable Thoug thts : 4 
Amazing Evil! how diſnondourable 10 the G OD 
T adore! how miſchievous, in robbing my Soul 
of its chiefeſt Delight! O cleanſe, this evil 
E ountain, that the Streams may be purer. N | 
N ſweet. op Blip this Day of 4 — + 
n to unwort In ſecret Read- 

ing, and e © in Pra yer alone, and 


with the Family; in publick Prayer, Singing, 


Preaching, and After-reffection: O, Son and 


4 Lamb of GOD, who. diedft for, me, and haſt 


given, me: Lite let all; my Intereſts ever bow 
> avis al op Bega Paſſions be vin 
F ez, m geady to parte ä 
at thy Call: 8 holy 81 Sil * Fa Wenne 90 
821 {ſweet and powerful. Influences. on my 
u 
Reflecting on GO Þs dealing with me for 
Fifty Years paſt, I adore the 8 lelled Love 
that firſt loved me and then ma e me con- 
ſent, and ſweetly | drew me into the Bands 
the everlaſting Covenant: My 5 Soul was-never 


Jet $i to * part . ag nay of 


— to — ert m7 me 25 an 
more by thy 8 of * — bay —1 
Went out much 


Heart fail d, that * could Reiber IF Joy 6 5 65 


85 my ſelf, but forced to take MY Be at 
n. 

I aroſe, and b 'd caſe. to PR my Fa- 
ther's Houſe, and his Preſence there; and in 
all the Alſemblies of his Servants: G OD af: 

- tte 


Her Self-Examinations. 
ſiſted the Preacher in Publick, and unworthy 
me, in private Inſtructions. | | 
Sweet Entertainments! how excellent is thy Feb. 21, 
loving Kindneſs, O Lord! how gracious was 
thine Afſiftance to t 1 Ambaſſador in Pub- a 
lick, and to a poor Worm in Family-Wor- 
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Cy AR ba 6 } SBrtTÞ {lad M5 
Her Remarks on ber ſelf at Satr amr G, and 


Covenanting with G O Db. 
10e. Joyful Day! whilſt thou giveſt what thou 
| ny O commandeſt, and — what thou 
Nov. 16. giveſt: Lord | how much Droſs is mix d With 
my beſt Gold, yet thou haſt eaten the Honey 
with the Comb, &c. + -hotocorgty! 
1691. While the 1 at his Table, my Spike- 
Nov. 22. Bard: ſent forth the ſmell thereof; GO kind- 
80 melted my Heart, and fixed my Faith on 
the Efficacy of Chriſt's Death for Mortifica- 

tion. as * 
1692. Faint, yet purſuing, dull, yet adoring; 
Mar. 20. impure, yet loathing ; wandering, yet return- 
ing: Going to the Fountain opened, to be 
cleanſed from all Sn—— O that this Day may 

begin my Eternal Halleluja! 
Fuly 17. Fleſh and Heart, fails, but G0 D is the 
Strength of my Heart; thy Spirit has excited 
ardent Deſires after Righteouſneſs : Lord] thou 
that workeſt the Qualification, make good the 
* Promiſe——A joyful Day in the Houſe of 

G O D, and a joyful Banquet at his Table. 
Sept. 4. I cannot get that lively Frame of Spirit I 
had laft Night, and uſually find in Secret, be- 
fore I approach the Lord's Table; I beg and 
wait for more ſuitable Affections in Publick : 
And hope my Lord will provide himſelf a Sa- 
crifice in the Temple he hath-choſen, that I 
may record it to his Praiſe. 


- 


* 


Nov. 6. Somewhat drowſy and indiſpoſed, yet not 
1 as at ſome Times with Wanderings : 

adore the Redeeming Love I go to comme- 

| | morate ; 
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morate; and beg the Spirit of GOD to act 
and ſhine oo Grace - wrought, and to'þlefs 
inſtituted Means and Meſſengers, that my fin- 
ful filthy Heart that is fo ready to turn to its 
own Bane, might be with eld 2 ſtand to 
my baptiſmal Covenant, and renew my ſo- 
lemn Dedication to Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, abhoring my unſuitable Walking, beg- 
ing more Strength to act Faith on Chriſt, m 
Rock, for all Supplies in my Way to Glo- 
305 * Soul rejoyced in the Aſſurance of 
OD's Love, in Chriſt, to unworthy ne, and 
I approached to the Lord's Table with humble 
Joy, with my Heart drawn out to my Belo- 
ved, by the lively Exhortation given before 
the Sacrament; but loſing the ſight of the Sa- 
cramental Actions, and receiving the Elements 
from other Hands than I expected, brought me 
under irrecoverable T N 
I could not get my Heart into a lively Frame 1693. 
in ſecret Prayer before I went out, nor in Me- Feb. 5. 
ditation as I walk'd, or 'fix upon any thing | 
effectually: Had an amazing Sight of Sin, 
which begat Self-Abhorrence, Shame, and Sor- 
row, that overwhelm'd my Soul thro' the 
whole Day, but could diſcern no Love, Joy, 
or Thankfulneſs thro' the whole Adminiſtra- 
tion: But I return'd Mourning after my with- 
drawn Beloved, and my Soul follows with la- 
menting Love, in hopes of rejoycing, That, 
notwithſtanding this gloomy Day, I Mal yet 
ſee, the Light of his Countenance: I rely on 
Chriſt's Blood for cleanſing, and reſolve, if he 
ſlay me, yet I will truſt in him. | | S20 
Gracious Aſhſtance this 3 better than v. 12. 
Health: Awake, O North Wind, come thou 
South, blow upon my Garden ſtill. and fill me 
with thy Gales CI this 1 
. 3 ow 


3 


90 | 125 Remarks | Ye Jelf 2 at Sacraments, 


on nels, Loud th were th n all 
0 this 1 175 thy Houſe, 
ar 


: t Kin to Which 
Ih 1 Xen 1 mite le under... 1 Sach 
: — | cj Glory 

be) ume Pao, e the e 


WA ce haſte m 
vs 4 In Jad. ang 12 5 Lale wt Frotdg u Un- 
W 9 80 out, 1 con ing my 


Bel, yes begging,t ng, 5 1 
quic enzn Vertues o god, may anſwer 
all, my ao 1952 


EE ma, = 
| | 4 


OSS Is 


an Ru e an e 2 joyful Day, in hi 

Houſ! 2 115 up 7 4 my Lord 
ROY en for Acceptance of all my een 
20 wy 0 ti 11 my Heart, at his Table, by a lives 

Diſcou 10 0 Behold the: Man? 

Aung. 6, . 14 manifold E erience I find, that Joyful 
| Aſſurances, of 6 O D's. Love, and lively Ad- 
ings of G Aae do not depend on natural Vi- 
gors; my Eaſe, Spirits as good in thi 
latter, a8 . of the paſt 8 my Sou 


quite different, and ſtill ſtraitened ord! L wait 
the ſweet, Galcs of thy Spirit; O. blow again 
upon my Garden, and 4 this Day's Feaſt an- 
ſwer Yeſterday's Autepaſt and thro? thy free 
undeſerved Bounty, .. be much more abundant 
and laſting— The Lord was gracious, and took 
not his Spirit from his. Ordinances, but ſhined 
on his poor dull Creature, and made it a 

comfortable Day. 5 
pt. 3. And now, my Soul, (thro free Grace fil 
conluding Jam mv Beloved's, and he is mine) 
reſts on his perfect Righteouſneſs alone for 
Pardon 


and W 60. 


Pardon and Juſtification, n his holy: 5» i 
Ach 8 NT and Blood, 6 for W To 
| 1g0 this vey 10 Of dinances 5.9 f has on 
| TY ee with Faith on his Covenant-En- 
AE b Bu 9 . hargfel and Aha Nas Be- 
neſt $9. 
ment 245 
Lord made 28 a 2 


ing his, 1 12 in he 
to my; Sou 


15 


rl N 11 JolemprE ngage- - | 


gl 


Sweet Morning, iwhi f the — bold by OE. 1. 


healing bodily Laſſitude: Enla 
forted my Heart in Senſe + So bord Love; 
melteg rr Soul Om Shame 2 N for 
un teful e emai In nmit 

| fame, and n Neri ſelfith,; car- 

nal, unſuitable Frames cf Spixit, after ſuc 

Love purchaſed, publiſhed, taſted to Soul-! 


viſhment, ſo oft, after ſo many turns- again to. 


Folly :: Lord! what Bowels deth my pe perverſe 
Heart ſpurn againſt? But What Cannot th by 


Blood cleanſe ?- And now, ſince by the Fai 
of thine own Ong thou ſheweſt the At- 


tonement of my ſo guilty Soul, O Lord | how | 


can Ib love NT 0 121500 the Thirſt thou 
haſt raiſed, and return thy poor Duſt in Tri- 
umphs of Praiſe, and more compleat Victory 
over all her and thine Enemies, and ſtronger, 


chearfuller Obedience, till 1 be ever with 


thee . Continued till Noon, in ſweet Tem- 
5 fulleſt Joy, neareſt Communion with 
GOD in Prayer, Reading, Singing, Hearing, 
with leſs Interruption than ever before expe- 
rienced, till approaching to the Lord's Table, 
ſurprized by an Accident, the Devil took the 
Advantage of my Weakneſs, and ſo hurried 
and ruffled my Thoughts with fear of loſi ing 
the joyful Tamer I -had, that I ſoon loft it, 
and fate under the moſt pathetick Invita- 


tians to Joy. and Praiſe, all in Tears, and re- 
G 4 turn'd 


com- 


—— — 
— — — — — 


8 Her A on ber felf at Sacraments, 


turn'd in Shame «gd Sadneſs, and yet cannot 
recover; but am humbling my Soul for its un- 
ſuftable Temper, and relying u on Chriſt for 
Pardon; awt Strength, and reſolvin to love 
| and'praife in ſpight/of Sin and Der 
Dec. 3. The Lord gractouſly ſmil'd/ upon me at e 
Table, and made the whole Day. comfortable; 
and L returnid with Joy to praiſe we G05 
of Love, but - was hinder'd by Company una- 
voidably ſurpriſing me at 'my/Chamber-dovr, 
and found not that Prefence of Mind to ſpiri- 
tualize my Cbnvetfe with them as I might: 
Lord! bit) and pardon a Poor Mallow, Cres- 


9 . 
1694. Leg Tins, in Secret yet ſweetly ſaccends 
Fan, 2 1. ed My Soul-in joyful believing Expectation, 
2 he Word and Sacraments, and more 
excited and refreſw'd in both, than! many a 
Time when my Health and Retirement have 
afforded- morß Advantage! bor due Prepara- 

tion. * N 
Mar. 11. A drowſy auge indiſpoſed Norkinigs "Little 
Life in hearing the Word; -graczouſly' revived 
and quickened at the Lord's Table. - 1 
June 17. The Preparations of my Heart were from 
GOD; who quickens the Dead, for I aroſe in 
great Pain and Eanguor, yet my Soul was made 
to aſcend to G05. its Orig zan and Felt 

cit | 

1695. The Lord was gracions, and met me in his 
Feb. 3. Houſe, and at his Table; and made his Am- 
baſfador my Mouth to him, more than ever 
- before: In Confeſſion, he ſpake my very Heart, 
more than ever 1 could my ſelf: And, Oh! 
how the good Spirit of Grace melted me all in- 
to Tears! ſtrengthened my Faith, raiſed my 
Hope and Joy, confirm'd my Refi ignation and 
Reſolution, in Wing my Covenant; _ | 
the 


x 4 
4 if * «a © 


"and Covenanting with G O D. 
the Juſt dying for the Unjuſt, brought me nea - 
rer to GO D than uſual, with Shane and Sor- 


row, that my wandering Soul ſo needed ſuch 2 
Remedy. 


o 
93 * 


I renew ꝰd my Covenant to be the Lande — Mar. 8. 


to acquieſce in all he does: My Deſires after 
nearer and more intimate Communion with 


GOD were encreaſed : Meditating on the Pro- 
vidence of GOD in Brutes and Humane Kind, 


that loved their young Ones more ardently, 


and with encreaſing Endearments ſtill, after 
they had nouriſhed them with their Milk, or 


lactiſied Blood; my Soul pleaded hard with the 
60D of Nature, Grace, and Glory, that the 
Wonders of his Love might not tbe he leſs in 


Grace than Nature: But while he ſo freely and 


frequently nouriſh'd me with his Body and 


Blood, I might experience more and more his 
inert Endearments and vital Union, 

Puts, Joy, and Strength, and Pardon, and 
2 80 and all T want. | 


ul cleav'd to the Duſt; and little Life ** gi 


of Grace appear'd: A forrowtu] Sight of Strange- 


neſs and ſtance from G OD, 'my Felicity, 


with leſs — Mourning over my Ingrati- 


tude : M flies to the Blood of Sprink- 


ling, an Ae the Holy Spirit to — it this 
Day——The Lord ſhew'd his Power and Love 
to a poor unworthy Lump of Clay, and ſweet- 


ly 'refreſh'd my Soul, and ſent me back rejoy- 
_ But, ah! too foon abated, even e're * 


pt. | 
My Soul was fd, as with Amo ** Fat- 


1697. 


neſs, Hoe acknowleds d (with Love and Shame) Feb. 7. 


never frowarder „ Child was more 
indulged How amiable were thy Taberna- 


cles, O Lord of Hoſts, to me! whilſt thou 


madeſt me * what, thro? gracious Aſſiſtance, 
thine 


— EE ——88888—ä—— ——„— — — — 
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Her Remarks on her ſelf. at Sacramento, 
thive Ambaſſador feelingly expreſs d of Com- 
munien with G0 D: The Day was all ſweet; 
rk. In the whole, the beſt Day I. ever en- 
joy N 


16 0 2 I long, and wait, and hope to touch my Lord 
Fan. 9, Redeemer 0 Day, | till I feel in my Soul that 1 


tions, joy ful Expectations, and Longings of 


am-heal'd of all wy Plagues I found a gra- 
cious Anſwer to all, my Prayers, at my Lord's 
Table, till I was loth to leaye the Place and 


Soul to drink the new. Wine in my Father's 


Kingdom l ſought the Lord for my Family, 


und found ſome Encouragement to hope, 
Se rvnnts ſhould he born in my Houſe. ure 


With Shame and Sorrow, my Soul efled on | ' 


the Sins of my whole Life, and particularly of 
the Year paſt :; O. Lord! Days and Years, have 
not taught me Wiſdom; but after ſo long Ex- 
perience of the tendereſt Care, Compaſſion, 
Pity, Patience, Pardon, and Proviſion, what a 


VM Monſter. of -Ingratitude do,” I ſtill continue, 


after Reſolution, Covenant- Engagements, hope 
of better? Lord! how unfruitful, dull, wander- 


ing, ſlothful, and fretful is my Heart! And muſt 


it be ever thus? Is not cleanſimg, quickening, 
ſtrengthening, c. promafed and ſeaFd in thy 
Covenant, as Dedication and Reſignation on 
my Part: Lord! I gave my Soul and Body to 


thee for Sanctiſication as well as Juſtification z I 


renew my ſolemn Covenant this Day 
forth to the. great Goſpel-Feaſt for al 


and thou haſt provided: O give Bread, not 


Stones, to thy ſtarving Child, tho' unworthy 


to be called ſo; yet, thro' Grace, I am thy 
Servant, thy Child, let thy Bowels move to- 
wards me, and draw me till I follow hard af- 
ter thee; waſh-me in the Vital Stream from my 


— 


. 
a «a RV wwH mr. 


„ and, go 
I want,.. 


dear 


— - — — = 


und Covtnanting with G 
dear Lord's Side, till-1 feel 1 am cleanſed, and 
return with Praiſe My Heart was flat and 
dull at the Table, and 1 return'd tiſcouraged 
an afamed, and bemoan'd my ſelf in Te- 


a 
c 8 


cr 4 981 | 4 f MIT TOLL 
| Sift labobring with my dull torpid Spirit, 1 1705: 


foond Tone Aids from above, and go forth in Jui 30. 


Fafſe, that bath loved me and waſhed me in 
K. own « —— The Lord hath”abounded in 

Mercy to my Soul all this Day, and given me 
the fülleſt Aſſurante of my Intereſt in Chriſt 
I ever; yet enjoy'd, and made me with Joy 
draw Water ont of the Wells of Salvation, and 
greatly enlargd my Hopes and Expectations of 
more Life and Nouriſhment from Chriſt, my 
Head, than I have yet experienced: My Saul 
pitched on the Covenant for Encreaſe of Grace 


0 . Expectation of more, to record to his 
Cat 


and Perſeverance therein; and I humbly wait 
the fulfilling his Promiſe of growing ſtronger 


- - 


* ſtronger. 


he Lord was gracious and drew near to my Nov. 3. 


Soul in preparative Duties, and melted my Heart 
with e e e ee FITus, in- 
flamed my Love, encreaſed my Joy and Thank- 
fulnefs, enlarg d my Defires, &c.——AY1 now, 
Lord! what wait I for, but nearer and nearer 


Touches of my Redeemer, till I feel in my Soul 


I am healed: O hear my Prayer, indited by thy 


Spirit, for my own Soul, thy Ambaſſador, the 


ongregation, the Church, for dear Relations 
in Covenant, and others yet at a diſtance. 


Aimen.——Gracious was the Lord in entertain- ' 


ine my Soul at his Table; ſweet was the Day, 
but dull and wandering the cloſe. 


_ I bewail, my ungrateful wandering Heart, 1701. 
and begg'd of GO D to unite and heal my Nov. 16. 


planetary Spirit, and committed it to its holy 
* Guardian, 


— -_ — 
—— — > OD EB — —— — 


1705. 


thro bodily Weakneſs, the Afternoon was not 


Sept. 2. ing Thoughts: Lord! that commandeſt Winds 


— — —ͤ—ͤ—ũ 2 — 
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Her Remarks un her ſelf at Sacraments. 
Guardian, who hath helped in like Diſtreſs— 
GOD, by his Ambaſſador, call'd me at his 
Table, to truſt in him for his Preſence in his 


F 


own Inftitution; and he did not reje&t my 


Truſt, nor ſuffer my Heart to wander, ſo mu 


as I feard: I was after exhorted to urge GOD's 
Covenant with him, and my own ſolemn Co- 


venant with GOD; and now, Lord! accord-. 
ingly I plead. for Pardon, and plead thy Co- 
venant to put thy Fear in my Heart, that I 
may never depart from thee, particularly not 


by Wanderings in holy Duties: I ſolemnly 


charge on my own. Soul my Vows to be ever 
thine, and for thee, in all Eſtates, Conditions, 


and Relations, whatever it coſt, humbly pro- 


teſting my Dependance on thy Strength, in 


which I made, and without which I can never 


rer my Covenant with the. ; 
My Heart trembles to read the Backſlidings 
of Ala, after long upright Walking, and Ex- 
erience of G O D's Preſence with him, and 
ercy towards him: I am ſenſible of my In- 
ſtability, and dread, as Death, a partial Depar- 
ture from my GO D; and deprecate no Suffer- 
ing, like being plung'd in the Mire of my 
own Filth——My Heart grew flat and dull 


when drawing near to the Lord's Table; but 


the King came in, and excited the Graces he 
had given, and very ſweet was the Feaſt, yet 


ſo chearful, but I was much encouraged by in. 
Hong mYaeaminy.. GS... 
Still I wander, and cannot unite my ſcatter- 


and Seas, ſhew thy Power this Day on the hated 
tumultnous Thoughts of my Mind, occaſioned 
by Buſineſs thou haſt. made my Duty in its 
Seaſon, and my evil Heart makes Sin this 


Day 


© , * 
| 4 > . rf bon $ 


— 


: 


and Covenanting with G O D. 
Day — Bleſſed be GO D, who has heard my 
Prayer, rebuked my evil Thoughts, and given 
me a ſweet Day in his Houſe, and at his Ta- 
ble. 2 ehr t 4 
I roſe early, and met my Beloved: Review- 

ed the Pages ſince laſt Sacrament ;, Confeſs'd 
wit 

viſhneſs under my Father's Rod, m 0 
of Faith, Love, Deſire, Delight in GOD: I 
begg d Pardon tor Jeſus: ſake, and renew'd my 
Covenant in his Strength, to be wholly and 
for ever the Lord's; to ſubmit to all his Diſci- 
pline, and walk in- all his Commandments :,I 


97 


1707. 


Shame my wandering Thoughts, my Pee. Jen, 19. 
8 Defedts 


rely on his Truth and Faithfulneſs, who al 


lows me to plead all the Articles of his Co- 
venant, as his Promiſes. | 120 


1 
i 


Very drowſy. and .indiſpoſed in my 
Hours, but then the Lord had pity, 
membered my Frame, and gave me fome Life, 

e' er I left my ſecret Duties, and on him I rely 
for more in Publick—1 gave my ſelf to the 
Guidance, of G0 De Werd aud Providence; 
Lord! in thy Strength I ſubmit to all thy Me- 
thods, be Surety for thy Servant. 


#.. * 


I go to this holy Feaſt, for encreaſe of Faith, Aug. 17. 


© 


that it may more clearly apprehend; Divine 
Truths, and be more diftin& and firm in the 
Aſſurances of them: More certain and confi- 
dent of them, my Conſent to the Covenant 
more free, -reſoly'd, delightful; my Love more 
. [.inflamed, that I may be more pati 


and re- 


: Ie patient in ſuf- 
-fering, and more diligent in doing the Will 


* 
* 


May 25. 


of GOD: I depend on the ſufficient Grace of 
600 for ue in all Duties; for Wiſdom 
1 


to direct, for 
tien; Help under all Affliction, and in m 
laſt Change: Lord! theſe are thy 
thy Promiſe in the Covenant, to which 


Rory over Sin and Tempta- 
Purchaſe, 
the 
Seal 


58 Her Remarks on ber folf at Sacraments, 
Seal is annexed: Thy Command is, "IT hat Le. 
Reue: Lord! J believe, and wait for them; 
ſtrengthen my Faith, Patience, and Diligence 
„* this Ordinance. af 
I bewaild my unſuitable Walking: to my Co- 
ente and * ale to tenew it this 
7: To be the Lords, in my 
Thonghts, Word, — dyments, and Enjoy- 
ments: I accept my rd Jeſus in. his own 
Way, on, his'own Terms; and with him, Par- 
don, * tion, Peace, Supplies of all Grace for 
Life, in Beath, and Eternal Life: Bond 
ö ive Bok thou alloweſt me to expect 
Dec. 20, The Lord humbled and (ofiened. 17 7 Heart 
21. in Confeſſion, and gives me Hope in his par- 
* Mercy: 2 are the Sins of 
oughts, Words, and Actions, in eve 
Abe State, "and Relation: ' Apgravated by 
Rnowledge, Means of Grace, Experience of 
the Evil of departing from GOD, in whole or 
In part, and the Pleaſures of drawing near to 
him——Lord! I loath my evil Heart, and all 
Its evil Frames: I am juſtl Jealous | of its 
Weakneſs, Deceits, and Perfideouſneſs': I rely 
on thy Strength and Righteouſneſs ; and re- 
joyce in the accepted Sacrifice, and thy ever- 
laſting Covenant, nnd would bind my Aippety 
Sul o more firmly to thee—— While J ftrove 
for the molt entire Reſignation to his diſpoſing 
Will and Providence, too many diſputing | 
Thoughts roſe in my Mind, concerning his 
Diſcipline with his own Children, and his Cov 
Vert with their Seed: O Lord! I know-thou 
art infinite] 10 and A in all thou doft, 
helf my fit me for Glory 
where all the e lurk gerne ſhall/ be dear and 
ſatisfying. 


Leathing 


. FR. MET | 


And Covtnaniting with GOD © 59. 


Loathith my ſelf for Sin, I retiotmce the 1719. 
Devil Fleiß, 2 e World 1 to; ar as 1 Jan. 2. 
can r 1 Oy 

my ſelf to him to be to his 15 Paal "with a 

the Powers and Faculties of my Soul and Body, 


| reſolving. in his Strength ever to ſtand to this 


Covenant The Lord fealed his . while 
I renewed my Covenant with him. 
In ſenſe of Deadnefs, Farthlifleſt and Por Fane 19. 
malities in hol y ty Duties, and mulritiide of vain 
unprofitable Thott ghts and Words, and Weak⸗ 
neſs of Gtace, I po fad and dejected to my 
Lord's Table to Und m Soul faſter to 15 
againſt all Sin, to all Duty; my 9 | 
hold on thy Strength to make. wy Peace 85 
former Breaches, and aſſiſt for better Perfor- 
mances, I give my ſelf” to thee, thro* thy : 
Son; Lord! accept me in him; thou giveſtt 
thy far by. him in thy Covenant ; be mine, 
and make me more entirely thine, according 
to to thy. 105 Covenant: I return il with Joy 
on 8 0 
Tord 12 forth weeping, aud wantit to 1711. 
thy Houſe Go Table, I mu always do'ſo in Feb, 11. 
this Wilderhefs ; but bleſfed for ever be thjůe 


Lord! my Redeemer and m Gaps: „for his 


bountifül Proviſions in the of which I 
am invited to eat, left the Tout ney be too 
hard for me The Lord Yay. „ Wwho 
invited me to his Table, and gave me a ſpiri- 
tual, Appetite and Expectation, ſate with me, 
and .entertain'd my Soul,” and ſweetly excited 
my Repentance, Faith, Love, filial Fear, and 
Hope: And thro' his Strength I covenanted to 
love him, and all his better; but, Lord! an 
Houſe full of, Gold et purchaſe what thou 


only giveſt, all pur 1 


II 


| The 
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100 Her Remarks on her ſolf at Sacraments, 


Fune17, The Lord began ſome Cure upon my di- 
ſtant, dark, benummed Soul in ſecret Read- 
ing and Prayer: But, Lord | how ſoon will it 
vaniſh without the freſh Aids of thy holy 
wt (which I have ſo often grieved) O ſhew 
t i to me till thou take me up to thee, or 
I thall wither and languiſh, and diſp: rage thy 
Houſe here, and be unfit to drink the new 
Wine of the Kingdom, which at preſent, thro” 
thy free Grace, I long for, and joyfully ex- 
pect—— Sweet and joyful hath this Day of 
the Son of Man been to my Soul; and my 
dear Redeemer ſatisfied me of his Love, and 
ſeal'd my Pardon at his Table; and my Soul 
Joyfully bound it ſelf to be his entirely in 
Life, and Death, and depends on his Strength 
to keep my Covenant, | 
1712. The Lord GOD of Nature, Grace, and Glo- 
July 27. Ty, has been All in All to guy Soul and Bod 
| this Morning: Son of David, I feel thou haſt 
the Mercies of a GOD, and the Compaſſions 
of a Man: O ſatisfy my craving Soul with 
nearer and ſweeter Communion with thee ſtill 
in thy Houſe, and at thy Table, | 
O Lord! if I hate any Thing, I hate Sin; 
Apr. 25, and if I love any Thing, I love Thee: But, O 
"that I could find both in more intenſe Des 
rees I feel, Lord! in thy Strength I can 
Jo all, tho' ſo weak in my elf, I can do no- 
thing: Lord! vouchſafe the benign Influences 
olf thy Spirit, and I ſhall get nearer, and taſte 
more of thee this Day than ever: Awake, O 
North Wind, come thou South——Bleſs'd Spi- 
rit blow, and I ſhall praiſe. 3 
OG. 31, Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul! that made Grace 
to abound: To thee, O compaſſionate. Phyſi- 
cian, I owe the Cure of my wonnded, defiled 
Soul : Lord ! perfect what thy Grace __— 1 
| | ve 


and Cvvenanting with GOD? 10 


have thy Word, thy Oath, thy fealed Cove- 
nant to depend upon, and thou wilt make 
gan thy Word, in which thou haſt cauſed me 
, to Op © 15-2418 LO eee et ee 
My Soul rejoyces in the Inſtitution of this 1714. 
ſweet Love-Feaſt, and my declining Body Aug. 29. 
makes me hope I ſhall drink no more this 
Wine, till I drink it new; ever new, with 
my dear Redeemer: Pill then, excite every 
Grace, and mortify every Corruption, O Lord! 
by this Ordi nance Make haſte, my Belo- 
ved; when ſhall we meet, and part no 
more? | My 5 } 112 2950 T1977 "BT 282 
With faint and feeble Spirits I went out, 1715. 
leaning upon my Belored: And while my Mar. 27. 
outward. Man declines, his Grate has renewd 
ſtrengthened, and reviv'd the inward: Lord! 
what Experience have I felt of the good Word 
this Morning! and the good Spirit witneſſing 
to my Soul the Truth of Grace: I depend on, 
and adore thy Love to poor vile Duſt. 
The Lord! my unerring Phyſician, ſees need July 31. 
ſtill of raugher Phyſicx: And therefore made 
this, formerly; Joyful Time, to be now very 
melancholly to me; and not only ſhut me 
out of his Houſe in the Morning, for want of 
my Hearing, but afflicted my Head with ſuch 
Noiſe and Confuſion, that I could neither read, 
meditate, /or pray, with any Vigour or Com- 
fort, and could get but one Hour for Prepa- 
ration for the Lord's Table, in which I found 
ſome Sorrow of Heart for the Sin of my Na- 
ture, and the mournful Remainders of the 
firſt Apoſtacy {till fpringing up in my Soul: 
Some fenfe- of the adorable condeſcending Love, 
Mercy, Goodnefs; and Wiſdom, that found à 
Ranſome for ſo vile Trangreſſors; but all 
ſo ſhort of the Subject, - knew not what Fug 
. o, 
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with Spots, as I have: I love thy Inſtitutions, 


mature Counſel; thy Gifts and Callings are 


Her Remarks on her ſelf at Sacraments, 


do, but begg'd the holy Spirit to aſſiſt my 
dull Soul: T went out in hope of ſome re- 
viving, and heard ſome of the Sermon, and 
my Heart anſwered the Marks of a deliberate, 
free, Humble, thankful, hearty, unlimitted Con- 


ſent to be the Lord's: I renounce all other, and 


love to love and obey him: I love his Precepts, 
and had rather conform to them all, than be. 

rdon'd for my breaking any: I ſubmit to 

is Diſcipline, 45 cannot be fo chearful un- 
der, or thankful for it-as-I ought, or improve 
it as I ſhould. and would: Lord! help me, 
that I may neither deſpiſe the Rod, nor faint 
when I am correted-——1I adore and love all 
thy Perfections, even = Juſtice, Power, and 
Sovereignty: I know thy Goodneſs is com- 
menſurate to all, and is thy Glory: I adore 
and take thee for my Portion here, and for 
ever: I deſire no other, but more of thee, 
and then I have a goodly Heritage like 
and love thy People, tho weak, infirm, and 


and long to enjoy thee in all Ordinances; to 
imitate thee in Holineſs, Juſtice, Goodneſs, Pa- 
tience, and, Humility: Lord] thou knoweſt 
this my Love and Choice; thou madeſt me 
conſent, and therefore I hope thou haſt cho- 
ſen me, poor, vile, infirm Wretch, for thou 
betrotheſt in 88 to thy Covenant, 
with thy Son, my Redeemer: He has paid my 
Debts to thy Juſtice, and thou will not be 
twice paid: Thou betrotheſt in Judgment, on 


without Repentance : Thou foreſaweſt all E- 
vents, and how often I ſhould abuſe thy Mer- 
cy, grieve thy Spirit, and yet betrothedft in 
Judgment: O adorable mere Love and Kind- 
neſs ! to betroth a Creature ſo vile by * 

| Q 


and Covenanting with G O D. 


ſo deform'd, ſo lame, ſo blind, ſo weak, poor 
and proud: O the multitude, original, actu- 
al, firſt, aud continue Mercies in this Eſpou- 
ſal! when ſubject to ſo many Infirmities and 
worſe Tranſgreſſions, yet in Faithfalneſs: Tho! 
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I-ſin, and he corrects, his faithful Covenant 


fails not; he will never caſt me off, and I ſhall 
never depart from him. Amen. Amen, 
After a dull Evening, and reſtleſs Night, -I 
was very much ſpent this Morning, yet the 
Lord reviv'd my Soul: Sweet was the Word 
and Prayer, and I ſincerely renew'd my Co- 
venant, but could not red the Toy of Faith 
in a ſealed Pardon of my hated Sins, as ſome- 
times before: Oh! that the holy Spirit of Love 
and Peace would evidence the Pardon ſealed, 
by farther degrees of Holineſs, 


* 


1718. 
May 4. 


Lord! if thou wilt thou canſt make me clean, 1719. 


ant thy Covenant is to pour Water on the Fan. 1a, 


dry Ground: I yeild my Soul to thy Govern- 11. 


ment How ſweet were the Smiles of m 

Beloved at his Table, whilſt I ſate under his 
Shadow in Tears of Joy, and Evangelical Sor- 
row: He ſeal'd my Pardon, and aſſured my 
Soul he is, and will be a GOD to me; and 
all he is, and has, ſhall be mine, for ever 
mine: I ſolemnly devoted my ſelf, and all I 
am, and havt, to him, in a firm Dependance 
on his Strength, ſeal'd in this Covenant: I re- 
turn'd with Joy at the Oath, where with I had 
bound my Soul unto GOD, yet was quickly 
ſeiz'd.-. with Torpor and Drowſineſs again: 


Lord! what ſhort Sweets am I allowed here? O 


for the uninterrupted, full, and eternal Com- 
munion, at home | 


I went out and heard the Sermon in great 1720. 


Pain, and renew'd my ſolemn Dedication of Mar. 6, 


my ſelf to GOD, with firm Reſolution in 
H 2 his 
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Her Remarks on her ſelf at Sacraments, &c. 


his Strength, to acquieſce in his All-wiſe Diſ⸗ 
cipline, as beſt for me, how grievous ſoever to 
my Fleſn -I return'd in great Torture, with 
Submiſſion to the Rod, tho? very ſharp. 
While I looked inward, I was almoſt over- 
whelm'd with Sorrow for the ſad Remainders 
of vain and evil Thoughts, Pride, Selfiſhneſs, 
Sc. which damp'd my Joy and Praiſe: O 
Lord! accept my broken Heart, which thou 
haſt ſaid thou wouldſt not deſpiſe : Teach me 
better how to rejoyce and mourn together, and 
give me more Victory over my Heart-Sins. 


C HAF. 


_ 


CHAP. IV. 


Her Accounts of ber Self on Days of Faſting 
a2 nd Prayer. ny 


Ndiſpos'd in Body, and greatly afflicted in 1690. 
Mind, for the Renitence of my Will, Sc. v 
I heartily mourn'd over, and lothed my ſelf Od. 29. 


for the Madneſs and Folly of my Heart, wait- 
ing for a gracious Return to the Prayers of this 


Day. | 
| 12 ſad and ſerious Reflections on my pol 1692. 
luted Nature and Life, mourning over mine Apr. 8. 


Iniquities from Childhood to riper Age; ado- 
ring the Patience of G O D; abhorring the In- 
gratitude of my Soul; ſeeking Pardon, and 
purging in the Blood of Chriſt, I was graci- 
ouſly aſſiſted in Publick and Secret all the Day, 
yet drowſy in Family-Prayer in the Even- 


ing. 
Bleſſed be my G OD, and the Rock of my Ang. 10. 


Salvation, that hath not forſaken his unwor- 
thy froward Child, but ſweetly humbled and 
encouraged, caſt down and lifted up my Soul, 
while my Body languiſhes; hath made me 
taſte of his loving Kindneſs, and ſeek Mercy 
for his Church, my Self, and Relations, for 


'Mercy's fake ; Sweet 2 and op my 


Soul held up while my Body fail'd, &c. 


Sad Reflections on diſordered Faculties and Sept. 14. 
Affections; I drew Water, and pour'd out my 
Soul in ſecret Confeſſion, and begg'd the Spi- 


rit of Humiliation and Supplication, to carry 
Miniſters and People thro' the Duties of the 
Day; graciouſly anſwered, notwithſtandin 
Unworthineſs and guilty Fears: GOD _ 
13 0 


106 Her Accounts of ber ſelf on 


ed his Miniſters, and drew out my Heart in 

Confeſſion, Petition, and Praiſe: Late 

humbled, and directed by his good Word, my 

f uful and diſponding Soul, &c, = "I 

1693. Indiſpos'd when I awaked, yet GOD touch- 

July 12. ed my Heart in Reading, Meditation, ſecret 

Prayer; and I pour'd out my Complaint, and 

bewail'd with Shame and Sorrow my own and 

the Nation's Sins, and begg'd for pardon and 

cleanſiug, and pouring out of the Spirit: The 

Lord heard and anſwered abundantly all the 

Day, and I follow'd hard after GOD, with 

leſs Interruption than uſual. CW T3! 

Oct. 11, Indulg'd Drowſineſs in the Morning, hin- 

dered my due Preparation for the Day, which 
griev'd and vex'd my Soul; yet the L 


ord was 
grins and in the ſecond Attempt in ſecret 
rayer, drew out my Heart in Pleading; and 

he graciouſly heard and anſwered, and melt- 

ed my Heart, and turn'd it to hate the Sins 
confelled, and enlighten'd and warm'd me by 

his Word, and ſhined on the Graces his good 
Spirit had wrought, and witneſſed to the Marks 

of a true Humiliation in my Soul: And I clo- 

fed the Day in Evangelical Mourning. | 

1695. I ſet a-part this Day for Faiting and Prayer, 
Mar. 2. to humble my Soul for the Sins of all my Life: 
I began the Day with recollecting Particulars. 

as far as I could from my Birth, and fad and 
ſorrowful was the View: I thus pourd out my 

Soul in Tears, and Sorrow, and Shame, to my 

offended Father, who graczouſly touch'd m 

Heart by his good Spirit, and found himſelf 

a Sacrifice that he hath ſaid he never will de- 
{piſe——T review'd the Mercies of my Life, 

that aggravated my Sins, and encreas'd my 

Sorrow, particularly of the Year paſt——M 
Soul is humbled within me for all the Re- 
| belljon, 


Days of Faſting and Prayer. 
bellion, roars and Peeviſhneſs of my Child- 


hood and Yout | 
my riper Age: I abhor my ſelf, and acknow- 
ledge.I am unworthy of any Mercy : I adore 
the Power, Pity, and Goodneſs, that took me 
out, and ſaſtain'd me from the Womb; and {o 
long bare my ungrateful unworthy Life, and 
yet call d, and invited, and eauſed my Return, 
after all the ſturdy Refuſals, or hypocritical 
partial Returns of my Soul to GO D, my Crea- 


, and ſhameful Ingratitude of 
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tor, &c. I confeſs'd with bittereſt Sorrow my - 
Ingratitude, ſince my more ſolemn Covenant- 


Engagements, my Atheiſm, ' Unbelief, Di- 


ſruſt, &c.——T begg'd Mercy for Mercy's ſake, 


and cleanſing in the Fountain opened for 
Sin, and for all Uncleanneſs——1 acknow- 
ledg'd all the Ways of G O D to be Mercy 
and Truth to me and mine: And begg'd a 
gracious Anſwer of the laſt Year's Prayers, for 
my afflicted Family, in the Way; Time, and 

eaſure, GOD fan ſee beſt for his glory 
and onr good. Me 18912, SLNUL.. 1 


Reflecting on the whole Conduct of GOD, 1697. 


in bringing me to Bury, I acknowledge his Fay, 25. 
1 


great neſs and Mercy——The Lord d 
rected me to, and aſſiſted me in ſecret Faſt- 
ing and Prayer, for Health and Uſefulneſs in 
this Place; and drew out my Heart to the 
Relief of poor ignorant Souls, by inſtructing. 
pitying, Prayang with, and for them: And I 
ave found G OD faithful to his Promiſe, in 
exciting and quickening his Graces freely be- 
ſtow'd on unworthy me, while I have endea- 
vour'd to quicken others When I cred, 
he evidently heard and anſwered——Light 
and Health hath ſuddenly ſprang up to Soul 
and Body——He hath guided me in popu 
ing Difficulties He hath ſupported me in 
| H 4 - Langwſh- 


Hen Accounts of her - ſelf un 


Languiſhings of Body and in Diſtreſs of Soul, 
and ſatisfied my Mind in Doubts, and expreſ- 
fed the moſt watchful Care, and tender Con- 
duct I ever experienced Hath never ſuf- 
ered, me to want What I have; given 
| Therefore m Soul praiſes my 60 D, my) 
Life, my All in All: And I depend on his 
future Care and Conduct, and reſolve to fol- 
low: his Ducture, though againſt my Inelina- 


yon, Vin 10901 7 ut 1 oe 
1699. +l work'd hard to ſpare the following Day, for 
O08. 4, 5. ſecret Prayer and Humiliation, and begg'd of 
4 ON, for freedom from Interruption: GOD 

beard and anſwered, and gave me the whole 
my, Dey yndiſcovered ;, After Prayer with my Fa- 
mil L retir'd, and begg'd the Aſſiſtance of the 
Spirit, to] diſcover and humble for Sin; 
Fob dite my Petitions, and excite Thank(- 
giving and Praiſe {1 reviewed my State and 
Converſation for Ten Tears paſt; in this Diary, 
$i arecolleed')what'I could before, wherein 
found great Matter of Humiliation and 
Praiſe: chem with Confeſſion, in Which my 
Heart Was ſomewhbat melted, and ſome Sor- 
row, and Shame, and Hatred of, and Reſolu- 
tion to forſake my Sins followed, yet all ſhort 
of What I: ſhould, and would have felt; I lock 
to Chriſt for Pardon I review'd my Life 
ſince I came to this Place, with all the Cir- 
cumſtances that brought me hither, and con- 
curr'd to the Change of my State, and fixing 
me in this Habitation: All which I take to 
be plainly directed by the All-wiſe G O P, 
in Mercy to me — I was carried thro? this 
Day with leſs Wearineſs and Indiſpoſition of 
Body thau uſual, and my Mind calm and 
quiet, waiting a gracious Anſwer, and re- 
ſolving quiet Submittion whatever it be. 


Bodily 


* 


Days of Faſting and Prayer. 109 

Bodily Indiſpoſition made me begin late; 1701. 

but I begg'd the whole Day without Interrup- Feb. 14, 
tion, which G O D granted: And I began with 
ſearching out Sin by the Aſſembly's Catechiſm, 

and my Heart was fill'd with Shame and Sor- 

row for dulneſs, wandering, ſtraitneſs in Du- 

ties of Religious Worſhip : Sloth and Selfiſh- 

neſs, and Unfruitfulneſs in my Life, which I 

confeſs d, bewail'd, begg d Strength againſt, 

and Direction for ſome more Uſefulneſs——1 

pleaded Covenant-Mercies for all the Branches 

of my Family; that Prayers on the File, by 7x 

godly - Anceſtors, may have an Anſwer of 
eace, | and. their natural and adopted Seed, 

and Seeds Seed, may not be cut off from the  - 

Covenant of GOD with Parents. 3 

I ſet a-part the Forenoon of this Day to 1703, 

humble my Soul for Sin, in confeſſing and Fan. 4. 

bewailing of which I was help'd with ſome 

brokenneſs of Heart: I thankfully renew'd 

my Covenant, and hope and expect the pro- 

miſed Aids of the holy Spirit, to ſubdue Sin, 

encreaſe and quicken Grace, and guide me to 

Glory —0 60D! that haſt and doſt help, 

11 leave thy poor, weak, wandering Child, 


L roſe early, and was much indiſpoſed, but 1704. 
begg d of 60 D, that encouraged me to ſe- Jau. 1, 
cret Faſting and Prayer, that he would enable 
me for, and accept me in the Duty: Some 
gracious Aſſiſtance I had in Prayer with my 
Family; after which I retir'd to ſearch my 
Heart, and was truly ſorrowful for, and aſha- 
med of my Sins from my Childhood to this 
very Day — I acknowledg'd with Thankful- 
neſs, that G O D had been very gracious to me 
the Lear paſt, in many Anſwers of Prayer 
for my ſelf and others, for Body and Soul F 
an 
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Her Accounts of ber ſolf on 
and that he * Comfort by my unwor- 
thy Mouth to ſome in Anguiſh of Mind: J ſo- 
lemly renew'd my Dedication to G O D in 
Mr. Baxter's Words, which expreſs my Heart's 
Deſire I concluded the Day with Praiſe, as 
1 could, in great Pain and Weakneſs of Body 
and Mind: And depending om the Sacrifice of 
my great High-Prieſt, I expect Attonement 
and Strength to walk more to his Glory, and 
reſolve to Endeavour more Uſefulneſs, 
„1706. In Preparation for the approaching Faſt,” my 
Mar.19, Soul applied to G OD for Aſſiſtancè to Mini- 
20. ſters and People, my Heart was deeply affected 
with the Malignity of Sin, and longs for per- 
fe& Holineſs: I mourn'd over the Sins of the 
Nation and Church, and begg'd the Spirit of 
Reformation and Supplication to be pour'd on 
all; particularly, that Bury might be a Bo- 
chim, &c. and wreſtle and prevail Faint and 
difpirited, 1 Iook'd to G O D for Strength 
I begg'd, and he has promiſed to accept a 
broken and contrite Heart 6 O D gave me 
4 glieidus AnW- er. 
1708. Bleſſed be GOD, who did not forſake his 
Fan. 14. finfal unworthy Creature in the publick and 
ſecret Duties of this Day: Lord! who haſt 
- * humbled and melted my Heart for the Breach 
of thy holy Law, and helped me to ask thy 
Holy Spirit; O give a more plentiful Mea- 
fure to ny ſinful me, and my miſerable 
Family : Lord! hear, for Jeſus ſake, the Pray- 
ers of this Day, and many on the File, for the 
degenerate Race of godly Anceſtors in Britain 
and Ireland Lord! let thy Spirit ſtand with 
thy Miniſter this Day, and make everlaſting 
Impreſſions on all that hear him. £0 
1729, * Mr. E. being abroad, I reſolv'd on the fol- 
Jau. 19, lowing Day as a ſecret Faſt— I awak'd with 


1 | Thoughts 
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neſs, for Par 


| Days of Faſting and Prin, tt 
Thoughts of the Aggravation of Solomon's a 


after the Lord had appear'd to him twice: 
confeſs'd the Sins of my Heart and Life, of 


my Family, of the Church and Nation, with 


ſome Sorrow and Shame, tho' far ſhort of what 
ey call for: I acknowledged the Juſtice of 
0 D in all his ſmart Rebukes on my Fami- 
y, and me in them: I begg'd for the Spirit of 
Holineſs. to ſanctify me more and more, and 
to revive  decay'd Piety; to reduce the Seed 
of the Righteous; to provide for and diſpoſe 
of poor helpleſs Relations I begg'd the over- 
ruling Power of G OD. on the Farliament, that 
Iniquity may not be eſtabliſhed by Law, and 
holy Inſtitutions continue proſtituted to vile 
Uſes: I ſolemnly devoted my felf, and all 
dear to me, to GOD, his Service, and Inte- 
reſt: Reſolving in his Strength againſt all Sin, 
and for all Duty; particularly, to be helpful, 
ſo far as GOD ſhall teach and enable me, ta 
all that ask my Aſſiſtance in Sickneſs of Body, 
or Trouble of Mind-—On review of the 
whole Day, I lay down aſhamed at the Dul- 
neſs and Straitneſs of my Heart in all the Du- 
ties of it, relying on the Lord, my Righteouſ- 
Fo and Acceptance, „ 

The Lord indulg'd me with more Time and 1511. 
Freedom; but I found great Reaſon to bewail Fax. 6. 
the Vanity, Diſtance, and Darkneſs of my 
Thoughts: I bemoan'd my Defects; pleaded 
what I could for my ſelf and others: But m 
Strength faild in the Evening, my Spirit 
tired, and I was loſt in Family-Worſhip, which 
makes me zeſolve againſt ſetting apart a whole 
Pay again for the future, 

I began the Day with ſome Life in ſecret and Mar. 28, 
publick Prayer, but was afterwards faint and 29, 30, 
dizzy: Lord! how poor, how ſhort, how W 31. 

, bes, 


unite all that love thee, and bear t 


—ͤ— — —— 
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Her Accounts of ber ſelf on 

fect, are my beſt Duties !-—G OD refreſſłd 
my. indiſpoſed Head, and revived my droop- 
ing Soul in the 5 en ny gracious 
Anſwers of Prayer has GOD given unwor- 
thy me; and a few of his poor Children met 
to ſeek his Face, for recovering ſick Friends, 
and preferving others from Infectious Diſeaſes: 
For a Bleſſing on the Means of Grace, to many 
of Mr. B,'s Charge: For extraordinary Support 
under extream Pain, and Strength for his Work 
beyond Expectation: Lord! who heareſt for Je- 
ſus ſake, the Supplications of a few of thy 


poor Children in particular and private Caſes, 


wilt thou not regard the united Cries of thy 
Din Zion, eee her Cauſe ſo far 
as it is thine own? Fehorab-Jeſus“ maintain 
chy Royal Power. in 1 | Cell. againſt all 
who would, br do Opole it; and protect and 
encourage all who, in the ſincerity of their 
Rande {ſeek the Preſervation. of thy ſacred In- 
titutions in their primitive Parity Lord! 
| y Image: 
And tho' our Breaches ſeem wide as the 
et. do thou pour out a Spirit of Love, and 
Nees and Purity, and heal them Lord! if 
Sodom might have been ſpared for Ten Righteous, 
might not Britain for many more — The Hi- 


ſtory of the Fewiſh Church, after Fehoſpaphat's 


Reign, made my Heart ſad, yet I know not 
the length of G O D's Patience, therefore pray 
and wait, in hopes that GOD may yet be en- 
treated for us, and deliver his Church from 
crafty proud Enemies, who own their Reſolu- 
tion to ſuppreſs thoſe that cannot comply with 
their dividing Articles of Communion; but 
wherein Men deal prondly, GOD will be 
Above them; he turns the Counſel of the Fro- 
ward headlong, and takes the Crafty in their 
—_—C Ro My 
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Days of Faſting and Prayer. 
My Heart was melted for Sin in Meditation 1718. 


on Goſpel-Grace and Love: I. was very deſi- O 


rous to join with the Congregation in Prayer 


o 


more, but 


on Mr. Vrigbt's Account: I vegg'd Hearing, 
ear 


and hoped 1 might have h 


ſtruggling to attend confuſed my Head, and 


. = : Ln 3 me to all 
y M. of humbling and cleanfing my 
ſinful Soul. , „ | nei: I : * 
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16. 


* 
*E 


1690. 
2 
Dec. 30. 


1691. 
Fan. 20. 


Fuly 21. 


Dec. 4. 


1692. 
Fax. 25. 


* 


1693. 
May 28, 
3 


Anſwers to Prayers, and Deliverances in 
i | Danger J. | 


* 


% « & * 
. «<< » . — 
— 
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: 


Reſolution to value Prayer more, and 
honour a G O D-Hearing-Prayer, by more hum- 
ble Reſignation, and joyful Expectation. 

A gracious Anſwer of Prayer in opening a 
Way to the Goſpel in where there is 
great need. * many Adverſaries. 

Gracious Aſſiſtance in Prayer, and Return 
of it; While Tea 
thened me with Mngth in my Soul, and ful- 
filled his promiſe: Thee will I praiſe; to Thee 


I commit my Ways, and Thee will I ferve all 


my Days. Amen 


Memorable Anſwers of Prayers breath'd forth 


to G OD for Five Years paſt, wherein he hath 
ſhewn his Covenant-Love and Faithfulneſ: 
pon which I refolv'd to call upon him all 
the Days of my Life. 

GOD drew out my Heart in Prayer, and 
quieted my Sparit in Dependance, and gave 
me memorable Inſtances of his hearing and 
anſwering Prayer in the very Petitions ask'd 
ny ſome here, and for others- at a diſtance, 

4 | 2 7 8 

A GO D.-Hearing- Prayer, that hath the 
Week paſt been entreated of poor Duſt for Spi- 
ritual and Temporal, for Perſonal and Relative 
Mercies, ask'd in many Inſtances ; particular- 
ly, Aſſiſtance and Succeſs to a Miniſter : An- 
ſwer'd abundantly——Bleſs the Lord, O my 
Soul, who hath fulfill'd with his Hand, wang 


A Memorable Anſwer of prayer: S6lemn 


"GOD heard, and ftreng- 


4 we wh ws 
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his Mouth hath ſpoken; and been the Lord, 

my Teacher, my Healer, my Righteouſneſs, 

that prepared my heart to pray, and bowed 

- his Ear to hear, and hath ſhewed me all his 

Ways are Mercy and Truth, See. 

| oi how gracious, how full, how ſweet, was Sept. 10. 
the Anſwer of my poor, languid, defective 
Prayer, in abundant Aſſiſtance in Body and 
Spirit, to Goſpel-Heraulds, publiſhing free 
Grace to vileſt Duſt, 1c. 

A great Anſwer of Prayer, in the Recove- 1694. 
ry of a Child, by immediate Help from G OD, Sept. 3. 
when thought to be paſt all Hope. ; » 

The Lord was garcious to my, in a mi- Dec. 13. 
raculous Recovery, for w 1 Huld not pray 
in Faith, or praiſe with M ſpiritual Joy, 
which the Mercy call'd Shar ae 

A gracious Anſwer of Prayer in a ſearch- 1695. 
ing Sermon, in which my Heart anſwered com- Fay. 9. 
fortably to the Articles of Enquiry. 
My Soul acknowledged the Truth and Mer- Apr. 20, 

of my Prayer-Hearing-G O D, that taught 
2 to ask, ſeek, and knock; and made me re- 
ceive, find, and opened to his poor Suppliant 
many thouſand Times in this Place abundant- 
ly : I adore his Wiſdom, and confeſs his Love, 
even in Denials, and beg his Conduct and Pre- 
ſence for the — N 8 

A. gracious Turn iſtempers by G O D's. 
immediate Hand. CIO * 

The Lord has been gracious to me in this Sept. 20 
Place, and heard Prayer, for my ſelf, Friends b 
at diſtance, for wicked Seed of godly Parents, 
for which my Soul prais'd the Lord. | 
I adore and praiſe the Lord for many and 22, 
great Returns of Prayer; particularly, for ſuch 
as occaſion the Thankſgivings of this Day, | 

| ome 
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1696. 
Mar. 16. 


Auſwert to Prayers, ö; 
ſome of which were ſought by a poor handful 
of People at Faly 23. paſt. _ | 

engaged the three Paſtors of the Congrega- 
tion to ſeek GOD for me and mine: I pour'd 
out my own. Heart in ſecret Confeſſion to 


60D, and pray'd that GOD would ay! try | 


the Hearts of his Miniſters to pray, and 

his Ear and hear: And great was his Aſfliſt- 
ance to them and me, and great my Hope 
and Expectation: Our Supplications were chief- 


Iy for healing a Child under fore and ſtrange 
Fits, but eſpecially for her Converſion, urging 


G Ob's Covenant with her Parent, and Pray- 


ers and Tears, and ſolemn Dedications upon 


the File. | | 
My Soul praiſes GO D with Chearfulneſs, 
for mitigating, and giving us Hopes of re- 


— the Child's Fits: I love the Lord, and 


depend upon him more. 

I acknowledge the great Mercy of GOD 
to a young Woman under fore 'Temptations, 
in Anſwer to Prayer for her, and with her: 


1698. - Surpriſed by a dreadful Fire, that ſeem'd: 


1699. 
Fly 13. 


very near us; I cry'd to G for fparing 
Mercy, to my own Habitation and the Town, 
and G0 D gave me a gracious Anſwer. 

I found GOD had heard my Prayer for a 
Word in Seaſon, to awaken ſome poor Sinners, 
even while my own Heart was dull and drow- 
ſy, GOD alarm'd ſome that before were dead 


in din. II } F199 


We return'd ſafe from London this Evening, 
to our own Habitatton, which we had com- 


| mitted to GOD's Care, who mercifully pre- 


it open. 


ſerv d it, notwithſtanding an Attempt to break 


* w 
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I pleaded hard with GOD to aſſiſt his Meſ- 1701. 
ſenger this Day, to convince, and convert, Sept. 7. 
and quicken, and comfort by his Word; eſpe- 
cially, one that is under great Guilt: and Stu- 

idity It appeared, GOD heard my 
Prayer for convincing the Guilty, who was 
brought under great Lerror: The Lord carry 
on the Work to a thorough Converſion. _ 

I begg'd Divine Protection this Day in Jour- 1702. 
neying, and we were wonderfully delivered Feb. 11. 
in a very imminent Danger: The Foot-board 
breaking, the Coachman fell betwixt the Hor- 
ſes, one of which was very unruly, and had 
like to have kick'd his Brains out ; and both 
ran ſeveral Yards, the Coachman being within 
half a Foot of having his Back broke by the 
Fore-Axle-Tree, &er Mr. B— diſcern'd him to 
be out of the Box: Yet the Lord mercifully 
Rop! the Horſes, and we went on ſafely ; 
and the Word was {weet. to my Soul, and I 
hope ſucceſsful to others, 3 

A dreadful Fire brake out in the Wooll-Hall; 18. 
the Wind high and grong, threatning great 
part of the Town, and my Houſe: In which 
I look'd to G OD, that gave me a plentiful 
Furniture, to preſerve and continue what his 
Bounty gave, without my Deſert, and beyond 
my Hopes; and my Heart ſubmitted to his 

Will, and he ſoon extinguiſhed the Flame. 

60 D anſwered, and by Converſation with Mar.27, 
others, I came now to underſtand that GOD 
had graciouſly anſwer'd my Prayers for my 
little Neice, tho' her Life was denied. ns; yet 
GOD ordained Praiſe out of the Mouth of 
that Babe, who inſtructed and profited many, 
by her Diſcourſe and Submiſſion, and rare Con- 
ſolations in her Extremity ; which I deſire to 
I 


acknows- 
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28. 


% 


Apr. 14. 


1703. 
Nov. 27. 


Anſwers to Prayers, 


acknowledge to G0 D's Praiſe, and my own 
Encouragement, as a full Anſwer to the Mean- 
ing, and much to the Words of all my Prayers 
on her Behalf; and I do here record it for 
ſtrengthening my own, and others Faith. _ 
Gracious Anſwers of Prayer, oft while I am 
prying ; ſometimes ſoon after, at other times 
ng after praying; but always very ſeaſon» 
Able. / COOLS | 
I begg'd Divine Protection, and went out 
to viſit a ſick Friend, and went ſafely; but 
in my Return, the Horſes being very unru- 
ly, ran us down an Hill, and againſt a Bridge, 
and brake that 'and the Coach both, yet the 
Lord preſerved me and two Children with me, 
that we had no harm. | 
A moſt tempeſtnous Night; but GOD heard 
Prayer, and preſerv'd the pleaſant Habitation 
he beſtow'd upon us: Whilſt abundance of 
other Houſes were laid waſte, there was only 
a very little Glaſs broke in onrs: We were 
the Wonder of our Neighbourhood for Preſer- 


vation: We gave Thanks to GOD in ſecret, 
and in the Family, and begg'd to be diſtin- 


1704. 
Fuly 17. 


1705. 
Aar. 9. 


uiſh'd by true Piety, as we were by provi- 
Jentia! Care. | 

In great Pain till Noon, when a dreadful 
Fire raged near our Houſe : I went up to view 
it, and pray'd to GOD to diſtinguiſh us in 
the common Calamity, and preſerve the Ha- 
bitation we ask'd of, and ſolemnly dedicated 
to him: GOD heard, and turn'd the Wind 
to fave us——We committed our ſelves and 
Habitation to GOD, and ſlept in Safety, 

I Health inclin'd me to penſive Sadneſs, 
but I was cured in the Evening by a ſenſible 
Memorial of a gracious Preſervation, while a 
Fire brake out at Bury, which threatened great 


Part 


. 
* 
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part of the Town; and while Mr. B. with his 
Family, acknowledg'd G O D's Sovereignty 
and Juſtice, and our ill Deſerts, and pleaded 
Mercy for Chriſt's ſake to ſpare the Town, 
and diſtinguiſh between the Pious and the 
Wicked; the Lord rebuked the Flames, and 
ſpared ſome good Families in 1mminent Dan- 


er. | | 
; This Night we had a merciful Reſcue from Dec, 27, 
Fire, kindled in a Cellar among ſmall Wood, 
not diſcovered till the. Morning, juſt before 
we met for Family-Prayer, | | 
My Prayers for many Months paſt, now gra- 1706. 
ciouſly and fully anſwered, for a poor unſta- Mar. 30. 
ble Soul under Backſlidings, who is now re- 5 
turning with Shame and Sorrow to the holy 
Feaſt he has long neglected: I begg'd of 
GOD to pity, pardon, comfort, and eſtabliſh 
him in his Houſe, and at his Table; and gave 
Thanks for his Bleſſing on his Word preach'd, 
and private Converſation and Prayer for his 
poor Ambaſſador. | 
I pleaded G O D's Promiſe, to meet and bleſs 1707. 
his aſſembled People, for Strength and Heal- Fan. 12. 
ing to his poor infirm Ambaſſador, and Suc- 
cels on his Preaching, and private Inſtru- 
Qions——Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul! for a 
chearful Day and Evening. 
\ At Midnight, a doleful Cry of Fire rais'd Fuly 17 
the Town, and our Family all went forth, ſave 8 
= felf and one Servant: I retir'd to my 
Cloſet, and pour'd out my Heart to GOD, 
and begg'd the Town might yet be ſpared, 
and reform'd; his People diſtinguiſhed in the 
threatning Calamity ; the Helps preſerved and 
{ucceeded: I acknowledged former diſtinguiſh- 
ing Mercies to me, and many of 60 D's 
Children in like Dangers: And the Lord ſent 
: 2 | a pla- 
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1708. 
Fan. 22. 


Mar. 12. 


Apr. 15. 


1705. 
April 5. 


Anſwers to Prayers. 


a plentiful Shower, and held the Winds from 
blowing; and when I went out of my Cloſet, 
I perceiv'd an Abatement of the Flames: I 
endeavour'd to improve the Midnight Cry in 
Diſcourſe with my Servant ; then return'd to 
ſecret Prayer again for the Town, and the 
Lord heard the Cry of the Afflicted, and re- 
buked the Flames, which were, maſtered in leſs 
than an Hour and half's Time. | 

The Lord aſſiſted me in pouring out my 
Heart in ſecret Prayer for and 
he preſently anſwered. | 

J had heartily pray'd for poor, doubting, 
trembling Souls, and found by my Converſe 
with them, that GOD had graciouſly heard 
my Cry, for ſupporting them in horrid Temp-- ' 
tations, and ſtrengthening them to Combate 
with prevailing Corruptions; and ſtill uſes 
unworthy me as an Inſtrument of ſome good 
to others, tho? ſo evil my ſelf: To thee, Lord! 
be all the glory. [7 

The Lord has heard Prayer, and anſwer'd 
fignally, in defeating the French Invaſion, di- 
ſperſing the falſe Prophets from theſe Parts; 
ſoftning the Spirits Mr. B. laboured with for 
Family-Peace, and obviating a difficulty in 
his Miniſterial Office. Pos 

I was much indiſpos'd and diſpirited, and 
inclined to Melancholly; and late, in ſecret 
Prayer in my Chamber, my Cloaths took Fire, 
I know not how, nor could I diſcover it till 
I aroſe from my Knees; yet the Lord, my 


Preſerver, directed my Hands to ſubdue it; 


and my Servants (without my Calling) came 
immediately to my Aſſiſtance, and I received 
no harm, bleſſed be GOD! | 
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dreſſes to the Throne of Grace for ſeaſonable 
ſpeedy Relief to over-prefled Spirits; I plead- 
ed Promiſes to Hearing and Prayer, and that 
the Peace of GOD may guard their Minds, 
and make all to work together for good; and 
concluded with Praiſe for diſtinguiſhing Mer- 
cy to unworthy me, and my Spirit was calm, 


and I wait in Faith and Hope of a gracious 


Anſwer——The Prayers of this private Faſt 
were mercifully anſwered, Fune 22, —— 


I receiv'id my dear Mr, B. in ſafety, tho* 1711. 
portage by an Highway-Man, late in the Nov. 1. 


ark, ſo graciouſly hath. GOD heard Prayer 
for us aſunder, 


In the Morning, with an unuſual Faith and 1712, 
Fervency, I was drawn out in ſecret Prayer une 17. 


for the Church of G0 D, eſpecially in theſe 


ſinful Iflands——I1n the Evening about Seven Fuly 9. 


or Eight a-Clock, I was ſeized with a vio- 
lent Rigour upon my Nerves, which laſted 
all Night, and the next Morning a Fever ſuc- 
ceeded, which affected my Head, that I was 
8 of directing thoſe about me, what 
to do with me: Yet ſo graciouſly did the 
Lord hear my daily and laſt Supplication in 
ſecret, that I was willing rather to depart and 
be with Chriſt, and had not one Cloud, Doubt, 
or Fear of Death thro' the whole Sickneſs : 
The Diſeaſe appear'd deſperate, and no Hope 
of my Life from humane Help remain'd : 
But my dear Relations ceas'd not to Pray, and 
call on others to join ; and many, from whom 
I expected not ſo great a Share of Affection, 
were much ps EHP, in Prayer for me; and 


the Lord was entreated to ſpare a poor, ſin- 


ful, unworthy, unprofitable Creature, and lay, 
| T3 Return; 


1 ſpent the Forenoon in frequent ſhort Ad- May 26. 
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Raus; while the Tong Men bowed under 
the ſame Diſeaſe, and fel 


1 down lain, tho 
the ſame Phyſicians, and Means uſed for them 
as for my ſelf——So, Father! it has ſeem'd 
good in thy Sight; thy Will be done: But 
what ſhall I render? What {hall I do? 
I am thankful for Life; it is GOD's Gift; 
it is given in Anſwer of Prayer: But, Lord! 
if I improve it not to thy greater glory, how 
{ad ſhall T be? Thou knoweſt I had no deſire 
to live, but for better Service: And ſhall I 
be called from a ſeeming abundant Entrance 
into Glory again, to ſtruggle with Fleſh and 
Blood, World and Devil, and not be made 


more than Conqueror, thro* the Captain of 


T714. 
Dec. 4. 


1715. 
.. 


my Salvation? O Lord! on thee, thro' thy Aſ- . 
ſiſtance did I caſt my ſinful Soul, and loath- 
ſome Body, when I thought them parting, 
without a relucting Thought: And ſhall I di- 
ſtruſt thy Power, or Love, in what thou haſt 
for me yet to do, or ſuffer? Strengthen my 
Faith by this Experience of thy Power and 


Goodnels, for Jeſus ſake, whom thou heareſt 


always. | 

Being with Mrs. /. in a deplorable Tra- 
vail, ſhe defired me to go Home and pra 
for her; and not long after my poor Dif- 


patch of the Errand, and while we were re- 
commending her Caſe to GOD in our Fami- 
1y, ſhe was delivered of a living Son, to our 
great Surpriſe. BY 


Having been extreamly Deaf and Aſtthma- 
tick, ſince Fuly 24. I now hear and breathe 
with uſual freedom: My Hearing returned 
of a ſudden, with ſtretching Noiſe, which T 
cannot account for: Lord GOD of Nature! 
that madeſt and knoweſt every Part, thou _ 

| an 
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and haſt heal'd a or Worm ſuddenly and un- - 

accountably, I will eyer praiſe thee. 
Thankful for former Experiences, I plead- 1718. 

ed GOD's Promiſe for Direction, in a very Dec.3, 4. 

difficult Affair, reſolving to wait his Time and 

Wa In one Hour, G O D opened a pro- 

mi 


iſing Scene. 
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1691. 
Aug. 5. 
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WWW 
Sept. 28. 


ing, un-deſerving, 1 


F. 
Some of her Morning and Evening Re- 
#3 N 


Infinite Love, that haſt Mercy on whom 
thou wilt have Mercy! After what In- 
diſpoſitions, Sins, Uncomfortableneſs, and Diſ- 
couragements, doſt thou yet invite, excite, 
draw, and allure thy poor, wandering, return- 
ine Duſt ! Heming- 

ford eſt mihi Phanuel, ibi apparuit mibi Dominus. 


More ſparing Communion in ſecret, more 
abundant in the Family, very ſweet in the 


Evening. 

Strength to combate, rather than overcome; 
yet ſome Victory, and more expected from the 
All-conquering Spirit of GOD freely pro- 
— 5s 

Happy Morning! while I enjoy'd, what I 
never deſerv'd to have taſted more. 


Bewailing Pride and Peeviſhneſs, with lit- 


tle Victory, loathing my ſelf for diſhonouring 
G OD, by uncomfortable Walking ; begging 
GOD to ſhow me why he contended with 
me, in withdrawing the comfortable Influences 
of his holy Spirit. | 
GOD met his poor Duſt in the Morning; 
but, oh! whither did my Heart wander af- 

terwards! | 11 5 oe | 
O unſtable Soul! how ſoon diverted from, or 
diſturb'd in Acts of Love and Praiſe to GOD, 
who has given me Songs in the Night. | 
Sweet Aſſiſtance and Influence of the good 
Spirit of Grace this Morning : Lord! what a 
Bethel doſt thou ſometimes make my * 
| at 


| and Evening Remarks. 


What ſhall I render to him that taught me to 
pray, and ſo often and manifeſtly heard and 
anſwered. 4 
O Lord! truly I am thy Servant, I am wil- 30. 
ling to be at thy Diſpoſal : and if ever I relu& 
thy Diſpenſations again, let this Morning's 
Entertainment and Reſolution witneſs againſt 
me. | 
More lively, and fatisfied in revolving the 1692. 
Thoughts of G O0 D, than in expreſſing my Fay, 16. 
Wants, Deſires, or Acknowledgments in Prayer, 
yet in both graciouſly aſſiſted by the free Spi- 
rit——»5ome better Temper under ſad Tidings 
than formerly. 

Lord! how unſpeakably ſweet has this Morn- 29. 
ing-Addreſs been! thy Preſence has been bet- 
ter than Life in its utmoſt Perfection: And if 
ever I chuſe the beſt of ſenſual Pleaſures be- 
fore, or with the Abatement of ought I have 
taſted this Morning, let theſe Lines witneſs 
againſt and recall my backſliding Soul: Oh! 
that poor- deceived Worldlings might taſte of 
thy Proviſions! and that thy dear diſtreſſed 
Children might feed joyfully thereon! Lord, 
ſupport in the Way thoſe whom thy Grace 
_ made Heirs and Expectants of future 
Glory. 3 

Three Hours ſpent at Thurlow-Hall this Day, Feb. 5. 
were more ſweet than a Thouſand elſewhere. 

Lively Communications of the holy Spirit 13. 
repeated, after all the dulneſs and drooping 
Torpors of my Soul, under bodily Diſtempers : 

Oh ! how ſweetly variegated are my heavenly 
Father's moſt wiſe Diſpenſations ! and how un- 
thrifty my barren Soul under all this rich Ma- 
nuring! How much ſtill remains of uncure 
bewailed Diſtance from GO D? Of ſecret, fly 
Preferences of poor, ſordid, low, little ny 
02 reſts 
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15. 


19. 


Se me of her Morning 
reſts of this Fleſh, to the Glory of my only 
Rightful, Sovereign, Lord, Owner, Benefactor, 
final IS, G. T 

Still adoring the Divine Conduct, that by 
every Wind is driving his poor, wandering 
Creature to Eternal Reſt. | 
Aſnhamed, and ſad, in Conſideration of the 


wonderful Structure of my Clay-Houſe, in- 


form'd by an immortal Spirit, capable of Re- 
flection, &c. ſo long utterly, uſeleſs to my 


Creator's Glory: Still ſo little anſwering the 


noble Intentions to which Body and Soul were 
moſt wiſely and righteouſly directed, yet ado- 
ring the Divine Bounty, Pity, and Patience, 
that Pardons, adopts, ſanctiſies ſuch unworthy 
Duſt: I refign'd Body and Soul entirely to him 
that made them, begging a willing, happy 
Diſſolution. | 

Sweet Morning! G0 D hath drawn, and my 
Heart aſcended : His Spirit indited and urged 


ſtrong Cries for more Grace, more Stability in 


T9. 


Faith, Obedience, Reſignation, Adherence to 
GOD my Rock; Purging, Pity, Proviſion, 
for poor, pained, turtur'd Friends; for Returns 
to the Erring; Taſte: of the Proviſions of 
GOD's Houle to Strangers; Succeſs of the 
Goſpel; Reformations of Churches abroad and 
at home ; particulary, a penitent Temper and 
Diſpoſition to England this Day. 

Unſtable as Water, my Soul cannot excel: 
Where are the ſweet Influences lately taſted ? 
O immutable, omnipotent Father of Spirits, 
in thee only I live, move, and am; thy Gifts 
and Callings are without Repentance, thow 
canft raiſe the Dead, let my Soul revive. 

The Lord hath made good his Word, on 
which he hath cauſed me to hope evidencing 
Pardon of Sin, that I cannot ſay I am _ 
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80 ſweetning bodily Languors, that my Heart 
chuſes Pain and Sickneſs, with ſuch Manife- 
tations of Covenant-Love, rather than the 


beſt Eaſe I ever enjoy'd, with leſs Light of 


GOD's Countenance. - 
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Pained Fleſh, with a placid Mind, makes Fuly 2. 


joyful Groans: Pleading my Share, thro' free 
abounding Grace, in the rich Inventory my 
Lord hath bequeathed to ſuch vile Duſt as I am. 
If Faul or Apollos, if Life and Death are mine, 
why may I not expect the Promiſe, and what 
the _ Spirit has help'd me ſo oft to beg? 
Lord! ſay, Amen. | | 

All the World never gave me ſuch ſatisfy- 
ing Delight as this Morning's Communion 
with GOD: And whence 1s this to me, that 
my Lord will thus viſit, revive, and cheriſh 
his poor, dull, languiſhing, unworthy Child! 
O what ſhall the full, ſatisfying, aſſimilating, 
eternal, immediate Viſion of GOD be! 


19. 


My Joy ſoon abated; *tis April- Weather Sept. I. 


with me; I am ſtill in a floating Iſland: Lord! 
when ſhall T dwell on the Continent ? 


Sorely afflicted with acute Pains, and threat- 


ning Symptoms; yet encouraged and upheld 
by the Light of G O D's Countenance, better 
than Life or Eaſe. My Soul thirſted after 
G OD; I was free from the Terror of the dark 
Valley, to which I thought my ſelf approach- 
ing: Deſirous to be. diſſolved, yet willing to 
live, if J might thereby more honour G OD. 
Awaked with G O D, but preſently wander- 


ing from him, recovered in Reading, Medita- 


tion, and Prayer: Lord! encreaſe my Faith to 
1 or ſteady fixing on thee, my G OD, my 
1 4 | . 5 l | | 


Lord ! 


16. 


20. 
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27. Lord! how good art thou? How vile am I: 
Sad Reflection on the Fountain that ſends forth 
vain and evil Thoughts. | 

30. The brighteſt Manifeſtation of Divine Love 
| ſoon hid by Clouds of vain and wicked 
Thoughts, Which yet diſtilling in penitential 
Tears, are ſucceeded with ſweet Glances: Lord! 
if ſuch Tharns in the Fleſh muſt follow eve- 
ry Lift which thou giveſt me Heaven-ward, 
let it keep me more humble, watchful, and 
prayerful, and ſtrengthen my Faith in all. 
Od. 14. he, Lord is my Shepherd, Phyſician, Pilot, 
to him I cried and cleave, and he hath brought 
back my wandering, heal'd and guided my 
wounded Soul, and ſpake my tumultuous 
Thoughts and Paſſions into a ſweet Calm: Re- 
turn to thy Reſt, O my Soul! and let this Ex- 
perience teach thee Whither to fly in future 
Storms, from Satan or thy raging Luſts. 
19. Still met, encouraged, and aſſiſted; actin 
weak, and begging 1 Faith on my Al- 
mighty Redeemer, with thankful Acknowledg- 
ment of his powerful Aid, ſubduing my Cor- 
ruptions, helping me to plead for a further Ef- 
fuſion of the Spirit, and to long for ſpotleſs 

| Perfection in Glory. 1 

Dec. 14. Glorious Sights of future Glory ſweeten the 
World's Frowns and Death's Terrors: And 
now, Lord! let me ſee Man no more on 
Earth, if I may ſee the Redeemer of loſt Man 
in Glory: O the Triumhps of thy Love! And 
what can vile Duſt ſay more? Is this the man- 
ner of Men, O Lord! who is it that finds his 
Enemy and lets him go? But how long, and 
how oft haſt thou found me in Enmity, and 
reſcued me from my ſelf-ruining Luſts? And 
now ſhined into my ungrateful Soul, as if I 
had never griev'd thy Spirit: Oh! keep for 

| ever 
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ever the Impreſſions of thy myſterious Lore 
on my unſtable Spirit. 


I aJore preventing Grace to an unworthy, 1693. 


yet returning Prodigal: Lord! how haſt thou Fay. 2. 


confuted my guilty Fears, and made me joy- 

ful in the Houſe of Prayer! O let unparallell'd 

Love beget ſome ſuitable Affections that may 

never wear off, and keep alive prefent Reſent- 

ments till I begin Eternal Hallelujahs. Amen. 
Some Help, more Hope of the Spirit of 6, 

Grace to purify, ſanctify, &c. Lord! what | 

cannot free Grace make of the vileſt Wretch! 

on thy Righteouſneſs alone I reſt my guilty 

polluted Soul; help, Lord! | 
Serious Reflections on the uncreature-like 21. 

Temper of my Spirit from Infancy to Age, 

tumble my Soul, and makes me adore Divine 


Patience, and thankful for a byes Cure, and 


good Hope, thro' Grace, of perfect Purity. 

Pain continued, but greatly ſweetned by Feb. 1. 
Communion with GOD: Some Taſtes of, and 
Breathings after my heavenly Country——A 
comfortable Meeting with my Beloved in his 
Houſe, I adored his condeſcending Love, in 
teaching vile, dull froward me by Word, Rod, 
and Spirit. 

Awaked with GOD, and found his good 9. 
Spirit drawing my Heart upward; and ſome 
help againſt ſpiritual Enemies, that had made 

me weary of my Life: Willing to follow 
where G OD leads, tho' fore againſt my na- 
tural Inclination. | 

Crying to, GOD that heals my bodily In- 11. 
firmities, to perfect the Work of Sancification 
on my Soul, longing for cleanſing from the 
— of Sin, tho' by pulling down the 

Jouſe, 


Continual 


130 
16. 


Some of her Morning 


Continual violent Pains render me incapa- 
ble of Reading, Prayer, or Meditation: Yet 
willing of any Diſcipline for Cure of ſpiritual 
Malathes, under which I ſtill labour: Strike, 
Lord! ſo thou ſtill healeſt, wound for Cure, 
and fpare not. 

Adoring the Wiſdom of G O D that reſery'd 
ſuch full Diſcoveries of Sin to Maturity, that 
might have ſunk me in*my firſt Converſion: 
Applying Chriſt's Blood, pleading his Cove- 
nant, and promiſes of Cleanſing : Begging his 
daily Aid in Temptation, and Conduct in Life, 


with entire Submiſſion endeavourd and aim'd 


at, bemoaning Reluctancies, Sc. 
Still indulg d by ſmiling Providences, beg- 
ging my corrupt Nature may not turn Mercies 


to my Bane, or abnſe the tender Love of 


GOD to his Diſhonour, but in all the Sweet- 
neſs taſted in the Streams, be led to the Foun- 
tain, and find this Day's expected Meeting in 
G OD's. Houſe bleſs'd to thin end: GOD 
heard and anſwered, and my Soul was encon- 
raged againſt the fear of Death, and refreſh'd 
and comforted. | | | 

I began the Day comfortably, but haſtily 
accepted an Invitation to a Journey of Plea- 
ſure, hefore I had Time to ask Counſel of 
GOD, made me fear the Succeſs; but the 
Lord was gracious, and preſerv'd me, and 
ſweetned the Day by good Company, in Sing- 
ing to his Praiſe. 

Reflecting on my ſinful Soul, from my Child- 
hood to this Day, I find my Heart humbled 
with amaſing Sorrow for what I ſtill remem- 
ber, and feel the Remainders of, and aſtoniſh- 
ed at the Patience of GON, in whoſe ſight 
all my paſt, (remembered and forgotten Sins, 


as to me) are ſtil] preſent, that yet waits to 
be 
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be gracious to an ungrateful and rebellious 
Creature: I acknowledge, I deſerve nothing 


but Hell, yet fly to his offered Mercy in Chriſt, - 
.and beg he would deal with my Sins after his 


own hatred of them, and ſhew Mercy to me, 
miſerable Sinner, according to the Tenor of 
his gracious Covenant in Chrift Jeſus. | 

Griev'd at my raſh Compliances, with miſ- 
ſing the Lecture this Day my Friends ſo- 
liciting and engaging me Yeſterday to a Jour- 
ney before due Conſideration) I cried to G OD 
for Pardon in the Blood of Chriſt, that cleanſes 
from all Sin, and begg'd his holy Spirit to 


compenſate my guilty Loſs of publick Ordi- 


nances by private Converſation, and: reſolve 
in his Strength againſt haſty Reſolutions for 
the future——The Lord was gracious and heard 
my Prayer, and made the Day comfortable. 

Interrupted in ſecret Duties by Buſineſs, 
ſincerely deſign'd to the glory of GOD, the 
Succeſs anſwer'd not my Care, yet the Lord 
was gracious and heard the poor, wandering, 
ſhort Requeſts of my Soul, and made me adore 
his Love, and loath my ſelf. 


F | 


— 
— 0 


The GOD of Love drew near to my Soul, Avg. 4. 


and made me taſte inexpreſſible Inſtances of 
his Power and Love, that carried me above 
former Temptations, that uſed to intangle and 
enſnare my Soul: And filPd me with joyful 
Hope of his Eternal Love, that my Soul aſ- 
cended in a Flame of Love and Defire to be 


with him—His powerful Influence this Morn- 


ing experienced, makes me ſubmit to his Plea- 
ſure in continuing my paipful Gombate with 


Sin, and abates the Horror of Suffering, till 


he ſhall in Mercy call me from both to Eternal 
Reſt and Glory, 


I 
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16. 


26. 


Some of her Morning 
I adore thy Goodneſs in Evidences of thy 
Love to me (ſuch ungrateful Duſt) and of my 
Love to thee, tho' ſo mix'd, imperfect, and lan- 
guid, that I loath my felf——O Lord! let 
Love beget Love; and now, when I begin to 
cry, thou heareſt, and my Heart begins to 
= 8 


"OT, | | 5 
- - Sadly diſturb'd with mere Trifles : - Lord! 


how impoſſible is it to watch one Hour with- 
out thee? Reviewing the Temper and Tran- 
ſactions of my Soul, and the Dealings of G OD 
with me the Year paſt, I find Matters of deep 
Humiliation from the conſtant Eruptions of 
my polluted Nature——Unkind, ungrateful, 
unnatural Carriage, to the moſt beneficent, in- 
dulgent, patient, compaſſionate Father, Re- 
deemer, and Comforter ——Sufficient Grace in 
doleful Combates, encouraging Anſwers of 
Prayer in all my Diſtreſſes; ſo that the Joys 
and Sorrows of the paſt Year, ſeem higher and 
deeper than in any preceding Lear. | 

O Lord that haſt promiſed, if I reſiſt thou 
wouldſt make my Enemy fly: And haſt ena- 
bled me to reſiſt, make good thy Word to thy 


Servant, on which thou haſt caufed me to 


hope, and give me in due Time, a joyful 
Victory, and in the mean Time ſufficient 
Grace, for ſo thy ſeal'd Covenant aſſures me, 
on which I humbly Challenge thee 
Indiſpoſed Body clogging my aſcending Soul: 
Relucting Fleſh ſtruggling with a reſigning 


Will: The holy Spirit aſſiſting, ſome Victory; 


ſweet, calm, joyful Hope, Love, and Longing 
for the coming of my Lord, Redeemer; my 
Life, Love, Joy, and Crown. 5 
Lifted up in Reading, Meditation, and Prayer 
more than ordinary; ſo far above the World, 

that it was almoſt painful to converſe in it. 
| | Reflecting 


perienced, under St ro: 
the awful Senſe . 0 p56 D's. 7 70 er 
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Spirit to bear Witneſs, with ger x] 

in Converſion, reſcuing, my. miſerab IE 
loſt Soul by his precious Blood and 
Power, and Hl my, Heart with Joy, and melt} 
ed it with filial; Sorrow: Encreas d and eh- 
couraged its Dependance on iny Rord, Re- 
deemer, and excited Lope, and longing: after 
further Enjoyments of him. eu my ſin- 
ful, Heart and Life more fully, my Soul was 
amazed to doleful Dulneſs, and 10: its lively 
Senſe. of Chriſt's dyi ying Love. 


6 890 


ig 
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Reflecting on my State, G OD Bae, 1 68 Bis Nov. 4 


I. heartily * — 2 ly. reſi and all 1 had, Doc. 11. 


or would have, to G O D's Diſpoſe, refolving 
to praiſe and Love him, Whatever he does, wit 
His, or, Mine, or Me- Thus the G0 D of 


Love laid in his Cordiala to prevent the faint- 


ing of my Soul under a ſharp, FF fation ; 
ob: in a, few Hours after, I receiy” t ews. 


ſure 155 my Spirit than 1 expected, and With 
more 0 bes Wande 585 I 1 Phe ex- 


of dear Siſter H's Death, With 1 eompo- 
e 


Tot ho | 


with natural Affection to the Deceaſ! and 


her ſurviving Children, ruffled my Mind in- 


to a Diſpute of G0 D's being a GO D-Hear- 
ing-Prayer. 


* * 


A painful, thoughtful Morning: N Gueſs * 


vet at GOD's meaning in this unpleaſant Jan. 3. 
„Jule, from ſweet Retirement in my Coun- 


try, to ſad Noiſe in Londen, yet unſeignedly 
willing, and will be thankful 55 ay Meade 
that ſhall cure the loathed Carruptions of my 
Heart, in hopes whereof 1 came, as I ſup; 
poſed, at G O D's Call, and wait his Pleaſure, 


and beg his Spirit to fupply all my Wants, and | 


qual for al Duty. 
fy unge 547 2570 Jtag 
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Be - 


Place, and begg'd his Direction and Preſence - 


Apr. 3. 


Some of ber Morning 
N out my Complaints to GO P, and 
the Piomiſe of his 8 Spirit; and ap- 


Ku d to his All-ſearchi e the 'Sincerity 
of my Heart in following is Call to this 


in Spiritual and Temporal Affairs, reſting my 
guilty, weary Soul, and all ſecular Difficulties, 
on him that came to miniſter to the Neceſ- 
litjes of loſt Man. 

Bleſſed be the GOD of all Mercy, who 
graciouſly preſery'd my Habitation in the 


Country from Fire, kindled an Hour before it 


Fane 12. 


| _ 0 85 et ſupported to Patience, under | 


C8. 20. 


23. 


Nov. 5. 


14. 


was diſcovered, that 1 had no n there- 


Tconfined to my Bed till Pour i in the After- 
noon, in great Pain and Indiſpoſition of Body 


Relations Calamity : When I 
wp Py 9 cried to the GOD of Truth, to pay 
what had been lent to him, in Pity tp the 
Poor, and he heard and helped e're Sun-ſet. 


ittle 1 "rurbance to me; and another ſeaſon- 
ably Nie at Midnight, without my 
Knewlsd e or Care. 
Some fweet Foretaſtes of the Pleaſures of a 
diſembodied State: Ah! too ſhort, imperfect, 
UT Bleſs the Lord, Om Soul! for any 
thing Wel with inture ope 
Ne e G8 D, my Rock ad Strengt Sth, 
nt os are often interrupted, my fol: 
ce an t 


isfaction is continued. 
My Soul melted in Meditation on the free, 
boundleſs, ſurpaſſing Love, Patience, Bowels 
of m heavenly Father, ſo far above the ten- 


_ dereft, 'ttirthly Parents: Aſhamed at, and 


mourning — ſhortneſs and peeviſh Im- 
patience 


A Fire broke out near my Chamber in the 
vening, which was mercifully put out with 


F 8 mm = TW 
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patience of my Spirit, when I ſee not all 
would in young Ones: I went from my Knees 
without bogging a Bleſſing on ubliel Ordi- 
nances, and ſueceeded according v. 

I found gracious Aſſiſtance in Converſation 22, 
with poor miſtaken Souls, 

Very ill, and indiſpos'd in Body and Mind; 1695. 
in ft Apprehenſions of a Decay of Tiny in May 20. 
ſome dear to me. 

My Soul hath ſtill in Remenibratics the Fune 20. 
Wormwood-and the Galt: The Sins that ftain- 
ed my Youth and r 4 7 Age, and ſtill are the 
Plagne, and Sore, and Shame which I bemoan 
_ beg healing for, more than the remove of 

Sickneſs or Smart. | 
"raſh Word brake Wm my Lips, which July 17. 
i Heart ſmote me for immediately; a 
up my Soul for Pardon, and do believe it 
iven, And do reſolve to be more watchful 
2 the future. 

Sad 1 of awful Nations! Diſpenſations Aug. 14. 
ſent my Soul to my everlaſting Rock with 
more fervent Prayer and fixed Heart: Lord! 
encreaſe Faith, and fit for all Events, that Glo- 
ry ma redaund to thee, whatever becomes of 
poor Worms. 

A comfortable Day fll'd with Perſonal and 30. 
Relative Merey: Excited to Praiſe and Joy, 

Love and Thankfulneſs. 

To the Living GOD will I ever carry my Sept. 8. 
dead Heart, for he quickens it. 

Referring my own and my Friends remove 13. 
to.GOD,' I begg'd of him that guides the | 
Birds of the Air to their Neſts, to appoint the 
Bounds of our Habitation, where he may de- 
light to dwell, and we may abide under the 
Shadow of the Almighty. | 
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Oct. 5. 


48. 


— e 


19. 


on 


4 


20. 


1696. 
Jan. 3. 


to me, than a T 


4 
MY 


Nov. I. 


Father in wounding and hea 


Some of ber Morning 


I left Noervich comfortably and chearſully, 
with good Hope, thro' free abounding Grace 
of the Pardon of all my Sins in that, and all 
the Places GO D has ſent me to, and been 
with me in: I came ſafe to Katton, and prais'd 
the Lord. afub# in 
This Morning my Chamber has been ſweeter 
nouſand elſewhere ; Lord! 
what Approaches canſt thou make to a Soul 


in Clay! How ſweet: thy Word read and me- 
ditated on, when thy holy Spirit aſſiſts l what 


ſtrong Conſolations 12 18645 3.8 dea em 
My Soul was tuned to Praiſe::RuMed by a 
Surpriſe, but ſoon recovered by looking from 
Inſttuments to GOD. ie 2 ae n 
The Lord has guided and ſweetly calms my 
Spirit, and gives ſome Victory over Paſſion, 
Pride, Impatience; Reluctancy at Divine Diſ- 
en Joy and Thaukfulneſs in and for 
is redeeming. Love——Adoring my heavenly 


ng:;m - finful 
Soul, and Body, praying for them that un- 
gratefully treat me, and for the Seed of his 
Servants. es 201 37 Hs teil 5 
_ Begging that free Grace may lay 


hold on 
2 Ones under my Care, and that all the 


Vanity, and Vexation that ſtains my choiceſt 


Creature: Comforts, may wean me from over- 
lov'd Enjoyments. | 7 


2 Agen. bag 90. 
Dec. 29. A comfortable Pay in G OD's Houſe; A 
' ſeaſonable Supply, when I had taken the laſt 


to give the Poor. 4 990 t. NOTES AM 

Dull and penſive under ungrateful Treatment 
from Creatures, yet well ſatisfied in m hea- 
venly Father's Loye and Diſcipline; , chuſing 
rather a bitter Weaning from, than an inordi- 
nate Love to any Thing here, and far leſs 


griev'd thereat. 
| ; Tha nkful 
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'y - Thankful: to G 0D. ab, FD; gr 7902 
e Soner .of DDS, | rayer,,., iſeaſes, 

1 born Spiritual; 1 fon gerte Ductures, 

n bountifu L Supplies. ſe et Methods. 7 — | 

d to me, and mine, an and 18: Adoring hi Grace; 


P, 
in honouring an anette W Worm in ſo ing 
rand affording Seed, bled 5 1 el 


|! ſown in better Blehngs * en e thee, 
l for; what am 1? \ — 
— I had raviſhing ied! my ;Be- F al Te 
t loved, that fill'd my Heart with. 1555 55 y 
Tongy with ſi Carry my 0 0 1 8 


a 

N are beyond E xpreſlion. .. 
My. BY Head, af Aembiing wh 7eS, 28. 

and fainting Spirits, kinder not Sl pie 74,0 

the, holy ee 2770 an 


6 OD for every chaſti d, and 7 | 
for my own Soul) Feb gb he has mae 1p 15 
ments of my kee: I own.,the, Johgeft 
ſharpeſt Correction, f, ar leſs. thay. I Jeſerve, and | 
no more than I have needed: I humbly 12 
to thy Wl and accept with Loye and 


rence all thy Chaſtiſements, and caſt mj ale 
1 and all my Cares on thee. Witneſs my E 


2 E. Lloyd. 
. The Lord was gracious and continued Health 1 28 
. and Strength; and which was far better, the 29. 


| Aſhſtances and ſweet Influences of his holy 
Spirit, my Sanctifier, Supporter, Comforter, 
Advocate, and Pledge of Fd Life: Lord 
all my ſweet Calms and Peace, my Depen- 
. a Refi ignation, Acquieſcence, and Pub- 
: miſſion, is thy Gift, thy Work: O never leave 
ö thy ill-deſervin Worm, that can do nothing, 
or anz a t ing Wit the. 


K 3 Angry 


138 | Some of her Morning 
Sept. 1. Angry Reſentments of paſt Injuries riſing 
in my Spirit, were ſweetly calm'd by lively 
Meditation on the Life of Sorrow, and cruel 
Do of my Lord, Redeemer; in which, his 
_ pirit influenced my Soul, on whoſe en- 
lightning, ſanctifying, comforting Operation I 
do and will rely for Mortification, Vivifica- 
tion, Direction, help in Prayer, &c. and ac- 
knowledge to the Glory, of free Grace the 

| © good Experience of all for many Nears. 
OZ. 20, Having begg'd 'GOD's Direction, and fol- 
21, lowing the Call of Kis Providence ds near as I 

can diſcern, I ſet forward for Bury; and tho 
my Horſe fell down in à great Water, I was 
1028 uſly preſerwd without Hurt My 

ind grew. penſive and fad at leaving the 
Place, and Inſtruments GOD had made great- 
ly comfortable to me: I renew'd my Reſig- 
nation, and bewaiPd my Reluctancy, and ap- 
peabd to G0 D my unfeigned Deſign to fol- 
ow. his Direction in the Change and Choice 
of an Habitation, and the Lord mercifully 
preſervd me, and brought me ſafe — 

22. 9 F hope, he will 

be with me, inſtead of Friends amongt Stran- 


* 


28. >" The Lord was gracious, and heard my Cry. 
and gave his ſweet. Spirit to , enlighten and 
quicken my Heart in Reading and Medita- 
tion, and help'd my Infirmity, and gave ſuch 
ſweet Taſtes of the harmoniſi iſes of 
Angels, and perfe&ed Spirits, that my Soul 
aſcended where it would ever, ever dwell : 
and now my Midnight is turn'd into one of 

the moſt joyful Mornings I ever enjoyed: 1 
waited patiently on the Lord, and he hath 
heard and anſwered, and my Soul doth mag- 
pify the Lord, and rejoyces in GOD my A xs | 

*. fm eren 


ö 
ö 
£ 
} 
ö 


conſume my Droſs, to quicken Grace, and 
invigorate my Spirit. 
6860 tanght me to Pray, and heard my 1697. 
ed his Meſſenger to draw the Far. 3. 


unite, and purge my eart 


Some of ber Morning 
viour Lord! never be a Stranger to thy 
Worm in the Habitation thou Raſt choſen 


r me. f plies. | 
A gracious return of Prayer in à comfor- 30. 


| table Habitation; Friends amongſt Strangers, 
' bountiful Supplies, kindeſt Intimations of my 


heavenly Father's Love, Care, Wiſdom, Pity, 
Pardon to unworthy me all my Life Jong, and T1 
moſt evidently in his late Diſpenſations of 
Providence. 1814 


* 


Lord! how ſweet are the Prelibations of an Nov, 1. 


Eternal Sabbath, while my Soul follows after 
Thee, and thou ſt to converſe with one 
ſingle Worm in ſecret Duties: Lord! for Fire 
out of the Mouth of thy Witneſs this Day to 
to 


. 


Cry; he a 
Bow with full Strength, and to cry to him to 
direct the Arrow, and gives Hopes of .anſwer- 
ing: Lord I look, and will wait for ſome of 
the Arrows from thy Quiver this Day, to ſtick 
faſt in my own and others Souls: I'bleſs thy 
Name for ſweet Directions to live on another 
Life, to ſatisfy by another's Righteouſneſs, an 
to ad in another's Strength: Lord! ſtrengthen = 
1 Duſt. e 2 8 © (32 
earneſtly asked for more. powerful C 
tions of the holy 2 Spirit to 
ly wandering Sou 
and carry on hopeful begun Convictions, 
wherein poor unworthy Duſt has been ſo mu 
honoured A gracious Anſwer of Prayer 
for this. b. "Oo | ol 
Some ſuitable Affections to my dear Re- 
deemer: — 4 Mournings for, and hatred to 
my Sins: My Soul 4 out in Love, Hope, 
n T | 4 9 


P , 


eb. 


Aa 


1 
7 


* 
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12, 13. 


1 
8. 


* 
Fos! 


Mar. 4. 


e heard my Prayer, and ma 


„ of ber Mornike 


ana Faith, to him that ſo dearly purchaſed, 
ſo firmly purpoſed to 2 a Lord! what 
is all this World to me, whilſt thou thus er- 
preſſes thy' Love? On keep it ſor ever on 
ny cloath me with the Sun of Righ- 
— and: the Niere will be under my 
** . 8 1 Vis: 

gome Paſſages ef Diving! Providence 5 
my Way dark, in nich I: beg Direction 


in Pray er, and wait in Hope. 


Still flying tot G0 D to- direct i 8 kit, 
under Difficulties his Providence has led me 
zt end J cannot, by all my Underſtand- 
big, tricate my feif from; Andithetefore 1 
do, and*wilt caſt my: Care on himp believing 
His Power, and Wiſdom, and Truth, 1. rely on 
his promiſed Direction, and humbly beg the 
Event in Mercy; * Hot in Judgment. 


25, 28. Calm and quiet, begging and waiting 4 


Direction in Pißeultkes Confsd a 
Hd unquiet: Lord! what mutakle un 
ö wk I bemoan'd the 2 * | 
diſtorted Soul: T endeavour'd to retrieve 
w at had diſqujeted my Mind, yet not Know- 
ing what to do, my Tyes af6 0 the Lord. 
Still begging my to be made plain, 
Providence Fond 4 ende me to the — 
GOD ſent me a wiſe and faithful Friend, 
whoſe Counſel was contrary to ExpeBa- 
_ vom, for complying with what L iſputed. 
The Lord drew near, and ta ught me to Pray, 
my Chamber 
his Preſcchice-Chamber and — me of his 
Love, and that all bis Ways ſhould be 
ſeſt i 


and Truth: Lord! do what thon plea 

all Occurrencies of Life, and never ſuffer in 
Heart to relu&—— At Night I. found plaih 
Birections of Providence to abide in this 


Place 5 


"mb Evening Remarkt. 
— and a 1 had \Giſcouraged, Was ill | 


ntinued. 

Hh the Multitude ol my troubled Thoughts, 

thy Comforts delight any Soul: I adore the 
Mercy of a free and frequent Addreſs to GOD, 
my unerring Counſellor, / and  unchangeable 
Lover, who . hath given me Heart's Eaſe in 
Prayer, and ſome Hope of ſeeing the * 

of late dark Diſpenſations. 

Sweet Morning Hours, while s yo D deſcend 27. 
ed, and my. Soul aſcended. 1 

The Lord helped me to caſt: — ble pen- April 3. 

| ſve; _—_— „ wavering, | perplexed; | tumultuous 

e Conduct of my ſweet Guardian, 
45 found a gracious Calm before I ſlepft. 

IWas again calbd to the Thoughts I had dif 7. 

miſsd, il fad _— both Counſellors and Coun» 
ſelled had ref the Matter in Diſpute to 
GO D's Direction, and appointed ſome: Hours 
next Morning to ſeek G O D a- part, I reſolv'd 
to endeavour to unite my Cries, and to . 
Pare my ſelf this Evening accordingly. 

The Lord prepared my Heart to, and gra- 8. 
eiouſſy aſſiſted me in Prayer: I wait with 
equal Mind the Event, and verily hope the Iſ- 
wp will be Glory to G0 D, and comfort to 
I have left it entirely to GO D's Diſ- 
vaſe, and beg 1 Direction, and ꝓromiſe to 
Elie, chearfully where G O D leads. Wit- 
neſs my Hand, . LI. * 

Not yet fully fully fatisfied in GOD's Directian, 9. 
in the Matter I verily think ſincerely referr'd 
to him on both fades: Yet I ſtand to my Re- 
ſolution, neither to chuſe nor refuſe for m 
ſelf: IL wait farther Advice of Praying-Friends, 
and obſerve all providential Hints : I — 
diſcern any Guile in my own Spirit, but hum- 
a Orgs to G0 D my Willingneſs to be 

| determined 


14 


II, 
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determined either way: I ſtill, thro his Grace, 
love and lon Ng to be 5 him, rather than to 
live here with: the beſt Relation I ever faw, 
or hope to ſee—I waited Counſel from a 
gory grave Divine; and after ſome Hours 
iſcourſe and Prayer, my Mind was quietly 


ſettled | in the Affirmative, verily — 
GOD hath called me again to a married 


Life. 


A gracious Anſwer of what 1 had often ak- 


Jr viz. that GOD would Evidence the late 


Diſpenſations of his Providence towards me, 


I2, 


— in = by more Communion with 


iy Soul followed hard after 
GOD. 1 ye: w nearer and nearer: ſtall, 
and hath made me ſee, and taſte, and feel more 


of his Grace, and Love, and powerful charm- 
ing! Influences on dull unworth Duſt. 

à ſhort review of the myſterious Pri- 
dences that have perplexed my Thoughts for 
ſome Months paſt, I find reaſon to adore in- 
finite Wiſdom that now unriddles the Ingra- 


titude and Unkindneſs of ſome over-lov'd. 


Friends, the fond Inclinations of others to 
draw and drive me to the Center he hath ap- 


inted: I humbly appeal to him, I — 
Hot led but follow'd; 2 — I depend on his 


Wiſdom and Strength for the Duties he calls 


me to, and the Troubles I ſhall meet with in 


the change of my Gondition: I adore his infi- 
nite Mercy for drawing my Heart nearer to 
himſelf, by the ſolemn Addreſſes made for his 
DireQion } and for wiſe and godly Friends 
Counſels and Prayers, and for the perfe& Com- 
poſure of my Spirit, while I ſupp — the An- 
ſwer of Prayer in the eaten, and yet no 
leſs acquieſcence, ſince on ſolemn asking of 
8 Et D by four a-part, I -verily conclude the 

Affirmative 


leads. 
allows the change of my Condition, that Iwill 


n= SB, IN 


dom to Valk 5 in my Houſe in a perfect Way. 
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Affirmative to be my Duty; and muſt. Gy . 


with the Prophet, Thon haf per ſradad me. 
My Way ſeems Plain, and I follow as GOD May 4,6. 


'T reſolve, thro aſſiſting Grace, if my Health 


endeavour to ſpend my Health and Strength 
iven me in a more active Life to the — of 
OD and good of Man: But if be 
done, Iam willing rather to be ſent. — 
this World, that I may be ever with my dear 
Lord, my "beſt Husband, Father, and Friend; 
and beg, — Submiſſion, to die in my preſent 
they: rather than live to the Irigy of, ano- 
er. 
In Cunſidemtion of all Circumſtances, re- 28. 
ſobvd to publiſn my Conſent. | 
G OD drew n ene in Proper ſho /Girace: 29. 
r 
my 8 notwi .es nm" 
Sins and 2 — and I went out — 
from Pain, and your leſs F Fear than 1 expect f 
ed. t ETS9HOREAT Ci) } SIGH, {£89 
N Soul praiſed the Lord fel manifold Mer- Fune 26. 
cies in his late Conduct of m OD Concerns; ::. 
Leaving my Lodging begg'd of do. 20. 
the Pardon of all my. —. in that Place, and 
an heart ready to forgive all Injuries, and 
G O D's . Preſence and Conduct in the Place 
pointed for my Habitation ; for Servants 
. — be his as well as mine; for Wiſ⸗ 


A — from St. Foes haſtened me thi- Od. 7. 
ther to bu dear Mother, who died with 
far leſs trou * an ſhe feared : Not more than 
half an Honr's Struggle landed her ſafe, where, 


for ſo many Years, The longed to be. 


The 


144 
Nov. 18. 


Dec. 21. 


2 
„. 


9 


— 


1698. 
Fan. 22. 


Fs 


for two Per 
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The Lord was gracibus and made one half 
Hour's Retirement better to me than many 
Hours at another Time Great were the 


Mercies of the Day, GO D was graciouſly ꝓre- 
ſent with all his Ambaſſadors in Aſſiſting and 


Dedicating our New Houſe and Family this 


Day to GOD —— The Whole was à ſweet 


12 21 03 t. I rin 9% (11 SEV: 
ihr de yiwe determimd to ſeek GOD: a- 
——ů— it together: GO melt- 
ed and humbled my Soul in penitent Confeſ- 
ſions, and dre out my Requeſts. for Pardon 
and Cleaning ohen ew nod be 


*. bathoG 9D: met and melted 


Heart in ſecret : Lord! what Love-Tokens? 


what ind Regards 1 Anſwers of Prayer ? 


Stren th and Joy : 6F:Soul; chaſt thou allowed | 


thy vileſt, unworthy, trotrard Child:ti, i! 
'>Anxions Fore- thoughts gym mn — Dur: 
ties; ain ubuld my Soul have wreſtled and 
— ird, but _ and drowſy, Wy" Time was 
oft in ſebrete | 4 2:51 1131 Dig 1:69 Free 
Some Ho ope that G 0 D has heard my Prayer 


Morning: 10 Subgo') 1781 


May 24. The Lord. ſupp led — beyond Ex- 


pectation, and I gave what I had dedicated 
to maintain the Bap own. x A chearful 


Hear... 0 


I was * cornfatthc}4at- the 0 


two adult Perſons; and adored the Mercy of 


60D to me, that ſealed with me the C — 2 


nant of Grace, and after; applied the Bl. 


Sprinkling, while in the Vanity of my Child- 
hood and:: Youth I forfeited all Right, to my 
baptiſmal Covenant, and that he has ever ſince 
pitied, and pardoned, and heal'd my Back- 


flidings. 


The 


8 — U this 
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The FOO preſery'd; vs from violent _ 14, 15. 
and kept all . our Bones unbroken 115 | 
Servant had, a dangerous Fall, ang a. Perſon 

murdered on the Heath. +... - 

I walk d to a Lechure in and e 1699. 
Prejudice 't to m Health at Sixteen Miles di- Fan. 25. 
orgs Beg and Et ' Entermihatgat to my 
80 a 

My Ser e e = from St, Ives, with- 26. 
out 1018 oney, tor any. great Injury to 
himſelf or Horſe, tho. purſued ſued, as we Bd WY 
by Seven Highvay n upon the Rad. 

Almo at the Ignorance of ger⸗ 29. 
vants, , Smog to QD, for 14 — Life for 
the 2855 896 Dead I jc dvds 4 N 1 
as graci ouſly. add ed many nſwers Feb. 17, 

| of Prayer for Kere under Difficulties, and 18. 
for Family - Peace: No more Strife now among 
my Servants, but who. ſhall learn their Cate: 
ae n my Soul. Praiſes the GOD of 

* 

K return'd fa Foam. A Tourney. 850 7 19. 
my, heavenly Father's Care of my H ouſ e and | 
Servant, tho the Houſe. had; been, often, defign'd 
to have been broken open, as my Servant 
. thro) a Window. 


%. 
x} © 


We gu ve Thanks to G OD a- part and toge- 29. 
. or all Mercies of our Ling 255 iT 


— for the Divine Dy): bropght 
- 1071 


us together (as on this. Da arm= ,,, ..- 
ly united our Hearts to, — her * We pray'd 
for, our, Servants, and committed them, nog 
Habitation, and Affairs to G O 

I had Tidings of A 1 AY Fon 1 170“ ut 20. 
from Londen Time 3b 
mane et, Kiely. al 3 in ſthe ro, 


8 on the A Jnilgntzsrmibl leſſed 
—_ . on "RES 


| 
| 
| 
| 


* 18. 1 found ſome — in ſending 
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Nou. 25. Shortened in my Morning Retirement by 
Company, and in the Evening ſo overcome 
with Sleep, that I totally forgot to Fray in Te- 
cret till next Morning. 

x ac T awaked in Sadneſs for my Evening Drow- 
ſineſs and Neglect of Duty, and cried to GOD 
for Pardon, and Help to overcome my Torpor 
which is, to my own Power, Invincible, and 
my continual Burden in Winter. 

Dec. 22. In the Night, G0 D ſtruck a. young ela- 

tion with great Terror and Diſtreſs of — — 
| whith gives me hope of her Conv 1 | 
3 d of G OD to direct his —— in Truth 
on her 8661; and that this may be a Pledge 
of hi Return of all the Souls ras r our Gare e 
to GOD — hat this and other Seals micht 6 
de added to publick and private Labours. 

1700, My Soul was humble4 in me for the Wick- 

Feb, 29. ednels and obſtinate Impenitence of à Servant, 

. which G OD had dir us to take, after we 
had ſeriouſly ſought Divine Direction together 

| and apart. g 

Mar. 1. With the moſt melting Lotreaties we could, 
we renewed our Exhortation, that the Crimina 
would make open and i A Confeſſion, and 
beg'd earneſtly of GOD to move her Heart 

thereto; but the poor Wretch left our Houſe in 
wilfull Im Sagte der 33 we continued 
out earneſt 
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22 after Mr. B. in a long Letter, an Revd 
mould T not be as chearfull in pouring out my 
a Hear 8 NIE my compaſſionate * ale 
5 always — ever Türe © 
52 my De 25 DF £2 na 
45 E Epidemical Feaver e a 
ny Couples, made me apprehenſive we might 
ſoon follow, which put me upon more _ 
re 
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paration; and I find my ſelf willing, that 
2 ah ould perfect that began Work of Sancti- 
fication, as ſoon as GO D pleaſes: I commit 
my Soul and Body, Relations, Intereſts, and 
| Dans, all to GO Do diſpoſe,” '- 
| I met my Beloved at a — prayi 1701. 
Chriſtians, — every Mouth y much Mar.10. 
of my Heart to GOD. 
I received an hopeful Account of a dear Re- 27. 
lation, for whom my Heart has long been drawn 
out in Prayer, and am now thankful for good 
hope that G-O D has directed his Work in Truth * 
on that Soul. 
2 perplexing Difficulties about the Relief of Apr. 12. 
Relations, for fear of diſhonouring 
G 2 bb by CIO ſelf in Debts, or in 
ght be in my Power to 


A. 


denying what Help mi 
the Affſicted. 

I committed my ſelf and Family to G OD, May 1. 
and begg'd Divine Protection in my Journey to 
London, and a Reſtraint on the Tongues of wick- 
ed Company, if ſuch ſhould Travel with me 
Two ſuch I 'found, but I left my Teſtimony a 
gainſt them, till they were ſilenced. 

GOD brought a Child of Godly Parents in- 23. 
to our Family in great Anguiſh of Spirit, after 
many Convictions baffled, and about Thirty 
Years negle& of Goſpel-Grace, and now ſeems 
to lay hold on her; for which I bleſſed GOD 
In my Cloſet, and beg'd the Work might go on 
in her, and begin in > > in my Family, and 
my Faith in that Promiſe of training up Chil- 
— though after muy Years, 1s Krengthned 
by this Tiftance. © | 

In a thort Review of my Life paſt, I ador'd 29. 
Divine Patience, Goodneſ; and Wiſdom, that 
have been exereiſed towards me from my Birth i 
to this 0 bringing me into {ſb noble a Be- 

3 
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ing; ſuſtaining ſo polluted a/Wretch,a:Tranf: 
eſſour from the Womb; bearing ſo long the 
| ebellions and Vanity of my Youth; waſely 
| chaſtning my proud Spirit by the Diſpleaſure of 
| fome, and by, Diſappointments from others; 
| | drawing me by his Word and Spirit, and driving 
| me by Affliction to Prayer, and encouraging my 
| early Addreſſes to him; diſpoſing me comfor- 
tably into the World; imbittering over-lov'd 
Enjoyments, to wean me from them; bringing 
me into nearer Communion with himſelf, gra- 
2 directing by his Providence (as upon 
this Day) to a ſecond Marriage; and giving me 
Comfort in it, beyond my Faith or Prayers. 

. The Lord quieted my penſive murmuring 
Soul under Domeſtick Difcouragements, (by 
1 Fudas his Treaſon againſt the Lor 
Alas! how little can I bear the Perfidies of Ser- 
vants, when my dear Lord with ſuch Meekneſs 

and Patience, hear the Treaſon of one he had 


Family? I earneſtly ꝓleaded with GOD to 

touch the Hearts of thoſe that were under my 

Care; and thankfully ador'd the free Grace of 

GON that has already laid hold on ſome un- 

der our Roof. „ Ums T ©: 

702. The Lord ſtill Corrects me with ſome diſobe- 

June 22. dient Servants, but not ſo bad as my ſelf to a 
better Maſter. | | 


me to Houſakeeping, which I deſire chearfully 


own Inelimtien- irn eo 
17:2. Reading the Diary of one formerly appear- 
Feb. 19. ing to himſelf and others in a ſtate of Conver- 
ſion, but ſince Apoſtatiz d, made my Heart 
tremble, and cry to G OD to direct his Work 


in Truth on my own and others Hearts, and to 


Pray d with and Inſtructed, and indulged in his 


Arg. 8. 600 in his All-wiſeProvidence neceſſitates 


to ſubmĩt to as his Choice, though againſt my 


help | 


A wy fot 
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help me to ſcarch and whe and prove m hid in | 
I 


| leſt. any Root of Apoſtacy Would: ſtill be hid in 
my falſe and treacherous e Hear 2 2 | 
Having ſolemnly 'begg'd the Divine Protes May 24 
Aion and Bleſſing, in my Cloſet, in the Fami- 
ly, and in the ongregation, I am now com- 
mitting my ſelf to GOD, and following his 
Call to Bath, if it may be for the Rec ey of 
Mr. B's Health and my oπτ o —-Hitherto G0 
hath led me in pleaſant Paths, beyond all 1 
have ask'd or uc Pe cke and made What I once 
ae fear d, to be the greateſt ou ꝗ ard Bleſ- 
ng ever enjoy dA ͤ have met with fore 
Rebukes in my 122 that hag brought the 
Idleneſs, Vanity, and Stubbornneſs of my 
Youth to my Remembran e, and humbled my 
Soul: Lord! give true. epentance anf Par- 
don, and yet chule and e my Family ac- 
cording to the Multitude thy tender Ket- 
is Tm ſtill but 6 0 D fup- 
in conti ves, 29, 
ports, and T'ſubmit. p 4 
I humbly appeal to 60D. 1 ever con- aa; 1. 
ſented to depart from him, and depend on his 
Covenant that I never ſhall. | | 
If I were now before the awful Tribunal = 
of GON, I can ſtill make the ſame Appeal, 
that I never conſented to depart from him, 
his Houſe, or Service, ſince I folemnly ſeal'd 
my Covenant with him, 1673. All invo- 
ee x Ingratitude, Unprofita leneſs, 
Wanderin „Sc. are my daily Griefs 
zurthen, an weary me more of Life, 
x any Trouble 1 feel, or ever did feel in 
this World. 
I ſpent moſt of the Day m Eotniphriy;; where O3. 18. 
I could neither do or receive the good I 
L would, 
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would; Jet, in Conſcience of Duty, I dare 
not refuſe common Civilities. | 135 

Dec. 4. Indiſpos'd Health, with many Mercies, 

made me both Sigh and Sing. ; 

1704. - The Lord abounds towards me in Spiritual 
Feb. 1, and Temporal Bleſſings, and I am jealous of 
2, 3. my Heart being too well content to live here, 
yet I do humbly proteſt againſt Imael's Por- 

tion, and beg to be willing rather to depart 


| Mercies here allow'd me. 
Mar, 1. I have been now for Sixty Years GO D's 
2. Care and Charge; and acknowledge, to the 
: Glory of his infinite Mercy, that never was 

more unworthy, Creature, more indulged, piti- 

ed, faithfully and wiſely chaſtened, drawn, 


- 


all made ſucceſsful by the Holy Spirit's Influ- 
ences upon my Soul. 3 | 

OZ. 6. A poor Woman died in a Barn alone, too 
much neglected by the Pariſh, but unknown to 

me: I adored the Mercy of GOD to me and 

| * never expos'd to ſuch Wants or Neg- 

ects. Oh 144/172 OTE. 
20. I am purpoled that my Lips ſhall not Tranſ- 


reſs; 
thy providential Diſpenſations! Oh! keep my 
Heart and Tongue from Peeviſhneſs, and 
ſtrengthen me for all thou calleſt me to do 
or ſuffer, till thou takeſt me to Reſt and Joy 
for ever, with my Lord Redeemer. Amen. 


Dec. 21. I was deeply affected with ſad and ſcanda-. 


ous Enormities among ſome Profeſſors, and 


1 
begg' d the Spirit of Grace to reform and ſancti- 
fr by the Means of Grace, 


Ip In 


and be with Chriſt, than to enjoy the greateſt 


and driven to GOD, my chief Good, by 
ercies, Afflictions, Ordinances, Providences, , 


ut, Lord! how apt am I to repine at 


4 e . &@ 2B eg ERS EET 
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In a ſhort Review of the Year paſt, I find 30. 

great Reaſon to adore and love G OD, and ab- 

Fox my ſelf.  RALQT94. Ns 108 

._ Refle&ing on the Year paſt, my Heart was 1705. 

humbled for much Frowardneſs, Ingratitude, Fan. 1, 

and Dulneſs: I ador'd the Patience and Kind- 

neſs of GOD to me: I begg'd'his Bleffing to 

accompany his Chaſtenings, and with Thank- .- 

fulneſs acknowledg'd the abundant Mercies of 

the laſt Lear review'd the State of my 

Soul, and find 2 thro? Grace, that 1 

am my Beloved's, and he is mine I ſpent 

two Hours in Prayer with Mr. B. acknowledging 

our Sins and G O D's Mercies: Begging Par- 

don, .and a Bleſſing on our ſelves, Relations 

the Church, the World, particularly on the 

Miniſtry of this County. I was enconraged 

to plead” with poor Sinners for GO D, and 

with G OD for them, by hearing of one I had 

converſed and pray'd with in the Tear 1692. 
owning, that her firſt Impreſſions were from 

that Time: Many Inſtances I have had the 
Year pale of GOD's hearing my Prayer for, 
and bleſſing my Converſation with Friends, 

in Difficulties, and Trouble of Spirit——In the 

whole Lear, I have ſung of Mercy and Judg- 
ment. Mr. B's Health and my own have been 

much broken, and yet the Lord has ſup ort- 

ed us under Pain and Languiſhing, and bleſ- 

ſed ſome Means for the Mitigation of Pains, 

and Abatement of Diſtempers: Sent us many 

loving Friends to comfort and aſſiſt us, ad 

given us faithful and religious Servants; and 

which is far above all, has often lifted up the 

Light of his Countenance on us, and given 

the Aids of his Spirit. oh 


L 2 | Much 
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Much comforted in reading Biſhop Patrick's 
Witneſſes to Jeſus: My Soul bleſſed 6 O D 


for every helping Hand to my Faith, and 


begg'd more Unity and Purity, for all that 


Profeſs the Chriſtian Religion; the Taſte. of 


which, in any, I find to unite my Heart to 
them without Diſtinction. 


Ir 16 en 
Apr. 18. Late in the Night, 1 receiv'd an Account 


19. 


22. 


23, 24. 


"oF aroſe and devoted the Day 
Prayer, as my Strength would bear Tho. 


of the return of Mr, B.'s Fever, at London, and 
great Hazard of his Life: I ſought Means to 
get to him; but GO D ſhut. me up at home, 
which filled my Heart with Sorrow, and ba- 
niſned all Sleep frem my Eyes till Morn- 
mg. | | U Mig 2015 wo 
to Faſting and 


Poor and 
6 © D's: Mercy, | thro? my great, Advocate, of 
an Anſwer of Peace to record to his Praiſe; 


T-was all Night labouring for a Conyeyance to 


London, and ſucceeded by Two in the Moxn- 
ing In ſore Diſtreſs, I cry'd/ to G0 D to 
preſerve me in my Journey, but was in great 

ain, and ſometimes: convulſed in the Calaſh : 


However, by Ten in the Morning, I came 
ſafe to London, to a living Husband: 1 gave 


Thanks to GOD, and beggd to pay the 
r 


Vows. of my Diſtreſs— My Strength re- 
newed to attend the Sick, not without Hopes 
that GOD would hear the fervent Prayers 


. 


daily offered for the Life in danger, till in 


= 


the Evening, when Mr. B. ſeem'd to himſelf 
and others to be dying My own Hope of 
his Life was ſtill in ſome meaſure maintain'd; 
tho' all the n of Death appear'd: I 
lift up my Heart to G OD, and ſent! again 
for the Doctor, tho' late, and to others, 7 

leſs, 


dull in all, I have ſome Hope in 
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leſs, yet in that ſad Hour, the Lord gave fome 
Reſt and Reviving. | r 
Still the Lord is my Rock and Strength, and 27. 
gives me more 8817 of the Life pray'd for, 
and ſent me a Miniſter that greatly help'd my 
Faith and Thankfylneſs in Prayer, 17340180 

My Soul was filled with Praiſe, and begs; to 28. 
truſt GOD more, and live more to his Praiſec, 
after ſuch Experience of his Power in raiſing 
the Sick, calming my Mind, and carrying me 


4 


ſo much above my Natural Tempe... i 
A {ſweet Day of Praiſe for Mercies to me May 10. 
and Mr. B. in the Houſe, and with the Mini- 
ag where, and by whom, he was pray'd 
r. 
In Meditation on the laſt Account, my Soul 7. 
flies to GO D, thro' Chriſt, my Advocate and Fan. 29. 
Judge, for Pardon of loſt and miſpent Time, 
and too little Improvement of Eſtate, Parts, 
Intereſts, Relations, and Society: In all, 1 
humbly appeal to my Judge, that it is the 
Deſire of my Heart to improve them more 
to the glory of GOD, and beg Divine Wiſ⸗ 
dem $o Gare me in al.. . 3 
I adored the Patience, Wiſdom, Power, and Mar. 1. 
Goodneſs, of G O D, that protracts my ſinful 
and unprofitable Life ſo long: I begg'd Aſſiſt- 
ance to examine my Heart and paft Life, and 
the Lord gave me ſome Strength of Body and 
Mind for it: I endeavour'd to engage my 
Heart to more firm Truſt in GO D, that ne- 
ver yet forſook me; and gave Thanks for 
the innumerable Mercies of the Year paſt, to 
my dear Yoke-Fellow and my ſelf, in Sickneſs, 
Pain, and threatned D eat. . 
I acknowledg'd all his Mercies in all our 
Journey ings, and Sojournings, in ſupplyin 
all our Wants; in caſing of Family-Cares, an 
L 3 chuſing 
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chuſing us a comfortable Abode beyond our 


Expectations ——And now, Lord! I acknow- 
ledge the faithful - fulfilling thy Promiſe: 
Thou haſt been with me and bleſſed me; thou 


haſt ſatisfied me with long Life: I am willing 


rather to be abſent from the Body this Year, 


Aug. 18. 


Dec. 8. 


__ 


if GOD pleaſes. 
Bleſſed be GOD for full Aſſurance of Joy 
and Gladneſs, that is ſown for the Righteous : 
And good Hope, thro* Grace, that I ſhall reap 
a fuller Crop: And for ever bleſſed be the 
Father, Son, and Spirit of all Grace and Con- 
ſolation, for what I have long experienced of 
LIN and Gladneſs, after Clouds and Dark- 
nels, and my remaining Hope of being ſhort- 
ly in the Inheritance of the Saints in Light. 
My Heart flat and dull, I cannot find my 
Work in the Morning, as I left it in the E- 
yening——1 depend on the Surety of my Co- 
venant, 'to make good his own and my Part 
therein, | „. 2, Os A 

The Lord gave me a ſweet Concluſion of 


this Year; in ſeeret my Soul was All'd with 


Praiſe, and in publick it aſcended in ſtrong 
Defires and: beheving Expectations of joyning 
the triumphing Choir above Lord] how 
manifold have been the Mercies of the Year 
paſt! what Aſſiſtance in Prayer! what graci- 
ous Anfwers! but; oh! what Wanderings ! 
what Ingratitude! what Peeviſnneſs in my 
Spirit! Lord! engage my Heart to love, truſt, 
obey, and glorify thee more. 


In meditating on Solamon's Apoſtacy in his 


. old Age, after GOD had appeared to him 


twice, I pleaded G O D's Covenant with Trem- 
bling for my own Perſeverance. 


My 


„„ # 
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My Heart was deeply affected with Heze- 23, 
kiab's Ingratitude, Pride, and Diſtruſt, after ſuch 
a glorious Life, and ſuch Wondeis of Mercies 
in it: Amazed at the Diſpenſations of G O D, 
in leaving his beſt and ſincereſt Children, thus 
to ſtain his glory and their own : But, Lord! 
thy Wiſdom is paſt finding out; my Heart 
trembles to meditate on David's, Solomon s, | 
Aſa's, Feboſaphat's, and Hezekiah's woful Falls? 
Lord! if thou leaveſt me, to let me ſee what 
is in my Heart, oh! how ſad muſt the Sight 
be! Leave me not, O Lord! to plunge in the 
Mire of my own Filth, left my Cloaths ab- 
hor me. | 
Thankful for excellent Helps to underſtand Feþ, 21. 
and improve the Hoy Scriptures, by Mr. Hen- | 
75, Mr. Burkit, and Mr. Cradock: I bleſs'd GOD 
for their Labours, and begg'd they may be as 
ſweet and uſeful to others, as G O D has gra- 
ciouſly made them to me- | 
Very awful were the Word and Works of Mar. 23. 
GOD upon my Soul: While, in the Morn- 
ing, Mrs. M. G. who went out in perfect 
Health, died inſtantly, as ſhe was ſtepping in- 
to her Seat in the Church: And 1n the Even- - 
ing, the Word preached, was an awful Tryal 
of our State, in order to the general Judg- 
ment. ea | : 
J hope my Heart ſincerely loves and longs 24. 
to be with Chriſt, yet I fear a long Encoun- 
ter with my laſt Enemy, and cannot but de- 
fire ſudden Death, with Submiſſion to my hea- 
venly Father's Will: However, Lord! ſtreng- 
then my Faith and Patience, that I may glori- 
fy thee, living and dying. | 
I enen the laſt Sermons on a poor, 31. 


giddy, vain Servant, with a ſad Heart, and 
L 4 with 
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with Tears pleaded with her as well as I could, 
to. be more careful of her Soul. | 
Apr. 15. Lord! 1 believe thy Power and Truth for 
 ViRlory over Sin, and the ſafe Pofſefſion of 
Heaven 1. laſt; O leave me not, and I ſhall 
ſhortly caſt my Crown at thy Feet, and cry, 
Grace, Grace, for ever to GO D, and to the Lamb, 
and to We be y Spirit of Sane: : . 
May 19. I. ſpent one Hour in Talk. with a poor di- 
| ſtreſſed Soul; but, Lord! what a Song to the 
Deaf is the Talk of the free Grace of the Go- 
ſpel to deſerted Souls, till thou createſt the 
Fruits of the Lips, Peace, Peace ? O pity poor 
tempted Souls, and injured Bodies! 
July 4. I cannot yet get the Art of poking with 
| 'G-O D, giving him the nobleſt firſt 
Thoughts: - Tho'-gracioufly eas'd of-acute Pains 
in the Night, yet near an Hour after waking, 
e'er my Heart fix d on heavenly Bo rd Oh! 
how ſhort of due Improvement of flying Mo- 
ments, of Sabbaths, holy Ordinances, and 


— 


Chriſtian Converſation, tho' gracigully aſſiſted 
in all, and lately more than formerly, bleſſed 
: be:G.O D. LAY h 31 280 41055 78 is + be. 
Aug. 19. My Soul longs for more Life, and lively 
Communion with ty O D, and am ſatisfied 
with the Smiles of his Face, while even the 
Beſt of thoſe Who differ from me in Things 
by them accounted indifferent, ſeem to juſti- 
fy..a Strangeneſs to me and all other Diſſen- 
ters: Lord! appear to the Joy of thoſe, whom 


their Brethren have caſt out of their Commu- 


nion and Converſe; and give more Charity 
and Union to all that fear thee, and let my 
Converſation more adorn my Profeſſion, and 
expreſs my greater Gratitude to thee. 


. 


Being 


born 
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Being at London, and in the Chamber where Sept. 23, 
G OD had raiſed Mr. B-— as from the Dead, 24. 

I quickly found my Heart lifted up to GO D 

in Prayer and Praiſe, and particularly for the 
gracious Anſwers of Prayer in this Place. 

An Inſtance of good Succeſs of the Miniſtry Nov, 5. 
upon one whom I had particularly upon my 
Heart in my ſecret Addreſſes to GO D: The 
Efficacy of the Word appear'd in the ſerious 
Impreſſions it made upon his Spirit. by 
Still 1 cannot get my Thoughts fixed upon II. 
GOD at my firſt awaking: Lord! when 1 

ſhall awake from this World, I ſhall be ſatisfied 

WH thy likeneſs, but never till that happy 


our. 
. Reading the Fourteenth of Deuteronomy, I 28. 
adored the goodneſs of GOD to me in his 
Laws: The Language of all which 1s, Do thy 
ſelf no Harm: And the ſame goodneſs in a 
the Diſpenſations of his Providence; the De- 
fign of which is, to prevent or cure the Miſ- 
chief I would do my ſelf or others: Bleſſed 
be GO D for both. „ 8 | 
Very gracious has the Lord been to unwor- Dec. 31. 
thy Me throughout this whole Year, both at 
Home and Abroad, in Retirement and under 
publick Ordinances :. I had one melanchollp 
Sacrament, which made me very ſad (not be- 
ing uſual,” bleſſed be G OD) but GOD did 
not long hide from me after that Many 
:gracious Anſwers of Prayer have I had in Bo- 
dily, Spiritual, and 'Town-Calamities :- Upon 
Journeys, in Friends Houſes; and many ſweet 
Hours in Books, Sermons, and Converſation— 
My Life mercifully preſerved, while many 
have fall'n on my right Hand and on my 
left——Yet to my Shame and Grief, my Ap- 
prehenſions of Truths heard and learnt, and 
experienced, 
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experienced, have been often but dark, cloudy, 
and unſtable: My Will often relucting under 
the Wiſe and faithful Diſcipline of my hea- 
venly Father to me or mine: My Faith weak 
in Prayer, my Thoughts tumultuous in Di- 
ſtreſſes, when ſpeedy Anſwers did not come: 
Perplexed with Fears of long Encounters with 
my laſt Enemy; yet the Lord has often re- 
liev'd my — in meditating on the holy 

y the = of good Expolitors, 

u 


mory too often lets flip. the precious Truths I 
have found ſo very delightful and encourag- 
ing: And on ſudden Difficulties, my Fait 

and Hope, and Dependance, have been to ſeek: 


Nor can I fo ſoon get into Temper to pray | 
11 


to my heavenly Father, as other of his 

dren can: Theſe and a thouſand Evils I be- 
wail, and my Heart| takes part with the holy 
juſt, and good Laws which I daily break, and 
cannot reach ſuch a Conformity to, which T 
Jong and labour for: Lord! thou knoweſt all 


Things; thou knoweſt that I love thee, ' and 
have choſen thee for my Portion and Felicity, 


and never conſented to leave thee; but am 
ſtill devoted to thy Praiſe and Glory, depend- 
ing on thy everlaſting Covenant for my Perſe- 
verance— Lord! I cannot ſanctify this vain 
unſtable, and rebellious Soul, but beg above 
all Bleſſings that thou wouldſt do it: I de- 

end on my ſtrong and merciful Redeemer 
1 in whom all the fulneſs of GOD dwells) 
for Grace and Grace; for Pardon, Peace, Righ- 
teouſneſs, and Strength ſuitable to. all my 
Needs here, and to Eternal Glory hereat 
ter. 


The 


re: But my frail Me- 
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The Loſs of great Mr. Sylvefter afflicted and 1708. 
humbled my Soul, and I bewail'd my own Fan. 29. 
and others Sins, which bring ſuch ſad and 
- frequent Removes of out and uſeful Inſtru- 
ments: And my Soul followed hard after 
GOD, for a more plentiful Effuſion of the 
Spirit of Judgment, and of burning, on Go- 
ſpel Churches and Miniſters. 

1 found by Converſe with poor doubting Mar. 12. 
trembling Souls, that GOD had heard my 
Cry 'for Support in horrid Temptations, and 
Strength to combate with prevailing Corrup- 
tions: And ftill ufes unworthy me as an In- 
ſtrument of good to others, tho? ſo evil my 
ſelf: To the Lord be all the Glory. 

Io my Sorrow and Shame I ſtill find my June 16. 
waking to be wandering Hours : Lord ! when 
ſhall T awake with thee? Were my Soul more 
refined and fixed, ſurely I ſhould be more 

leaſed with, and thankful for, my bodily Af- 
Hictions and Decays. | 9154 | 

In reyiewing the Bounty of Providence to Dec. 11. 
us the Year paſt, we find and acknowledge 

the Truth of 0b. Promiſes of Encreaſe by 
(teas: 1; 37-7 ) 1 | 
I bewail'd. the Sins of my Life, eſpecially 1709. 
the Pride, and Self-Love, and Vain-Glory I am Fan. I. 
ſmarting for in my dear Relations Miſery: 
Lord! I loath my ſinful Soul; I adore thy 
ne accept the Puniſhment of my Ini- 
quity, I acknowledge thy Juſtice, I admire 
thy Mercy in thy everlaſting Covenant: I 
renew my Covenant with thee in thy Strength, 
to be entirely and eternally thine; and can, 
thro? thy Grace, profeſs, That I have neither 
Power nor Inclination to Revoke my ſolemn Dedica- 
tion to thee : I love and chooſe all thy Laws 
and Precepts: I abhor every Deviation __ 
them 


. 
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them in Heart or Life: 1 deprecate Sin mpre 


than and Suffering: Accept, Lord! thro! 


Chriſt, thy poor, willing, weak, ſinful Child, 
in the Service. and Duties of che a 

"The Defectien af. 18056 dea LA $ 10 f 
the ſinking Truths an bob one of 8 OD, 


8 me © waking much of the Night pal, 


fills my Heart with Sorrow): But, Lord! 


I caſt all on thee: Remember thy Covenant 


to the Seed of thy Servants, and in thy own 
Time and Method reduce their wandlung eur 
ta thy pure Faith and Worſhip, and make me 
wing to ſubmit to any Chaſtiſements on 
them for that end; and for ever bleſs the 


9 - 


Lord, Who has: kept unworthy me from the 


Snares that intangle others ©. - 
I daily beg to glorify. GOD living or dy- 
ing; and if in either my Prayer is anſwer- 
ed, let Survivors never deſpair of Divine 
Power to ſuch as have no Might or Cou- 


- 


ge. offen nne 8 
I adore the sen 
that has protracted m finfu and unprofita- 


ble Life fo long: That has prevented me 
with his Mercies, and pitied and help'd me in 
my Diſtreſſes, and made my later Days ſo un- 


commonly comfortable. 


« 


My Soul offered at Thankſgiving for the 
Mercy of my Baptiſm on this Day; but, 
Lord! how dull and ſhort of thy diſtinguiſh- 
ing Mercies are my beft Praiſes! O pardon and 


accept, for Chriſt's ſake, what I bluſh to refle& 


ON 


| The Lord met and ſmiled on my unworthy 
Soul, and made his Word ſweet and inſtru- 


ctive to me This Book, Lord! witneſſes, thy 


goodneſs gud my ſinfulneſs. 


Having 


and Patience- 


and: Evening Remarks. | 1 
Having no Time for Catechizing till Nine Ang. 27, 
at Night, I omitted Wy PRO er- fear of 4 28. 


Performance, and. Jeſt I ſhould 
wan Reſt ſufficient for the Sa bath, or take 


oo much in the Morning I ſlept ill in the 
— and was: much . oſed on the Mor- 
row, which 1 fear was a Re uke upon me, for 
___ what I purpoſed to do, and refolve 

for the _—_— even when: drowſy and 

Mpoſtd. * AH WD 

„The Lord was pleiled t to vi tmy Soul in Sept. 15. 
Retirement, and aſſure me of his Friendſhip; 
and to give me inexpreſſibly delightfii} Com: 
munion with himſelf: I begg'd like Mercy iy 
his dear afflicted, deſerted Children. | 
2 I amv thine, or I know! not what 200 22. 
Evidence rhy Care of and V Love to 
dane Own (the“ unwörthy) Child. 
Tze Diſſection of Mrs. 2 me aübring 1710. 
Thoughts of the Wiſdom and Power of GOD po 27, 
in making Man; and reconcited/me- to the 28. 
Thoughts of Death, the only Cure of Sin, and 
all the Diſeaſes: brot ht-by\ it. 
Tho! the Lord forefaw all che Eil Þ mould d. 12. 
do, and how little Good; yet I was (as) on 
this Day taken inte bis Houſe, under the 
Bonds of his Covenant — Ah, Lord! I am 
aſham'd and griev'd at my Heart for the evil 
Returns I have: made for all thy Love, and 
Pity; and Patience: Oh! make me at laſt to 
render; according t0 to What L have receiv'd; in 
better proportion: Lord! — lovedſt me at 
the worſt, do not now Re ae 
I was griev'd- to read that Aﬀertion of pv. Ju 16. 
qi and Quint inis, in Calvins Time, That 
the only Mortification required of Sinners, was to 
extinguiſh the Senſe of Sin in their Hearts. But 
ſurely this is to mortify Repentance, not Sin,- 


to 


O. 16 


7 
17, 18. 
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to kill the New Man, not the Old; to cut- 


face Conſcience, and not to quiet it: Surely, 
where there is Sin, there muſt and will be 
Trouble. | ? 5 A 20 


Sept. 13. On review of the Sermons I laſt heard, I 


have reaſon to hope that my Reſolutions 
againſt Sin, in the Strength of Chriſt, are ſin- 
cere, ſerious, ſolid, entire, habitual, peremp- 
tory, induſtrious, and continued: I groan daily 
under indwelling Sin, and appeal to the Om- 
niſcient G O D, that ſo far as I know in 

Heart, it is the moſt diſtreſſing Evil I ev 

felt, and nothing ſo much reconciles me to 
Death, as the final Cure of that hated Evil: 
Lord! thou knoweſt Iam rather paſſive than 


active in it: I conſent not to it, I watch and 


ſtrive againſt it, I mourn for it, and rely on 
Chriſt's Righteouſneſs alone for Pardon; and 
beg, as the chiefeſt of Bleſſings, a fuller Con- 
formity to the holy Nature and Law of 
GOD-— Lord! cleanſe the Fountain, that 
the Streams may be purer. 2 on 

Lord! what havock is there made of our 
Synagogues in the Land My Soul flies to 
thy Name as its ſtrong Tower: Thou art, thou 
ever waſt, and wilt be known by thy Power, 
Wiſdom, Juſtice, Goodneſs, and Truth : Thou 
haſt for many Ages maintain'd a little Flock 
amongſt us, and encreaſed them from ſmall 
Beginnings: Thine Enemies of late have roar- 
ed againſt them, and are for blotting out their 
Name and Memorial: But, Lord! we are 
thine, called by thy Name, give not thy glo- 
ry to graven Images; proſper the Work of 
Reformation, and yet ſave us from thine and 
our Enemies — 5 


The 
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The Lord yet ſeems'to make our Enemies 19. 
Triumph over us; and thoſe we pitied, and 
pray'd for, and WN 95 are now 
expreſſing the greateſt Hatred of, and. Malice 
' againſt us; and chuſing rather to, go off to 
Rome, than what they call, Fresbjtery 0 
Lord ! hear and rebuke their Rage, and chain 
their Hands, who are implacably bent againſt 
thee and thy hidden Ones; and turn the 
Hearts, and open the Eyes of ſuch as, thro' Ig- 
norance, hate thy People. 1 
The Lord gave me ſweet Communion with Nov, 7. 
himſelf in Retirement, and I renew'd my ſo- 
lemn Dedicazion of my ſelf to him with full 
purpoſe of Heart to part with all that is dear 
to me for his ſake: Lord! I have ſet my 
Hope in thee, let me never be aſhamed. _ 

The Lord proſpored one dear to me in an Dec. 7. 
amicable compoſing of a Difference that ſeem'd | 
like the Bars of a Caſtle, and both Sides 
thank'd the Peace- Maker. 

The preſſing Wants of Friends and Rela- 9. 
tions, and danger of loſing by ſome what may % 
relieve many, is too apt to diſturb and unfit 
my Soul for the ſweet Duty of Praiſe, tho" I 

daily endeavour to caſt all on GO D. | 

I bleſs GOD for the Reproofs of his Word, 1711. 
Spirit, and Providence, and my own Conſci- Jau. 28, 
ence, of Parents, Miniſters, Friends, and Foes: 

Let all warn and amend my fooliſh Heart, 
for the Lord's ſake. 
_ Fain would I join the active triumphant Ar. 30. 
Choir above, but I fear the Paſſage : Lord! 
thy Preſence can make the dark Valley light- 
ſome: For that I daily cry, and hope, and wait, 
and reſolve to. commit my departing Soul to 
thee——It has pleas'd GOD to encourage my + 
Labour with a poor Sexyant, ſo far as to give 

1 a tolerable 
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a2 tolerable Account of Sermons: I cry to 
GOD, whoſe Work it is, for ſome ſaving Im- 

reſſions upon the Heart: He en- Tais the 

d fown-when T am dead, or be as the Dew 

do the Soul now, when J perceive it not. 
May 29. I commemorate the unparallell'd Mercy of \ 
; this — with a joyful Heart, and beg that 1 
every diſtinguiſhing 1 might make me ; 
nd | 


gr ©. 


more chearful in active and paſſive Obedience, 
and that the Goodneſs and Patience of GOD 
to ſo evil a Creature, may beget his likeneſs 
on my Heart: I acknowledge the Peeviſhneſs, 
. Carnality and Selfiſhnefs' of my Heart, and | 
nprofitableneſs of my Life; and the great i 
Faithfulneſs and Mercy of GOD, notwith- 
ſtanding my Falſeneſs and Folly—- Lordi we 
ve our felves to thee as thy Covenant- 
| Children when we met, and we have been 
thy Care and n together theſe Pourteen 
Tears; and thou haſt been our gracious Fa- 
ther, keeping Covenant and Mercy with 


Aug. 17. Under ſenſible Decays of Nature, and Fears 
of a uſeleſs Life, I cried to the GOD of 

| Nature, Grace, and Glory, to ſupport my de- 
| clining Head and Senſes, or rather fit me for 
and receive me into the better Manfions : I 
acknowledge with Shame the Sloathfulneſs of 

my Life, my Non-Improvement and Miſ-Im- 

provement of the Talents I have been intruſt- 

ed with: The impairing of my Faculties, 

Strength, and Limbs, is very juſt, and the to- 

tal Loſs of all would de leſs than my Sins 

. deferve, yet I humbly deprecate fo — a 
one if 


Judgment, and beg my Life may be 
my Work is done. 3 


My 
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My Soul offers at thy Praiſes, O Lord! but, Sept. 13: 


oh! the faint Flutters! when ſhall I dwell in 
perfect endleſs Praiſe, in mutual, endleſs, and 


uninterrupted Love! 


I65 


I was much reviv'd at a Meeting of good OZ. 6. 


Women for Prayer and Repetition, in which 
my Heart was warm, and thankful for the 
Spirit of Grace and Supplication pour'd out on 
1 and was much aſhamed of my 
Ell 


My Mornings and Days are chearful, but Dec, 28. 


my Evenings dull and lumpiſh: Lord! when 
thall my eternal Day come! when no Night 
ſhall follow! Oh! hide me as thy Treaſure 
in the Grave, and call thou to Death and Re- 
ſurrection, and I ſhall chearfulhy anſwer, I come, 


T come, Lord Bleſſed be GOD, who will have 


a Deſire to the Work of his own Hand. 

I acknowledge, to the glory of G O D, his 
Mercy and Truth to me a poor ſinful, un- 
profitable Creature: In hearing, acceping, and 
anſwering my Prayers, for the Miniſters and 
* I join with, for my own poor lan- 

ui 


ng Soul and Body; for many refreſning 


ermons, Prayers, Sacraments, Books, and Me- 
ditations, thro' the whole Year paſt— Lord! 
J ſing of Mercy more than 8 ent: Tho 
my outward Man has more ſenſibly declin- 


ed this Year, than many paſt; I hope I may 


ſay, thro' thine abundant Grace, that my 
inward Man has been renew'd, 

Bleſſed be G O for filling our New Taber- 
nacle Yeſterday with his Glory. « 


21. 


The Dulneſs and Torpor of my Spirit, the 1712. 


InaQivity and Unprofitableneſs of my Lite, April 5. 


is my great Affliction; and my Conſcience 


does not - accuſe me of Indulging theſe Sins: 


The Lord knows, I offer at my Work for his 
SLE FL. 0; M Glory, 
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Glory, and my Soul's Happineſs, and ſome 
Good to all I converſe with; but 1 bring ſo 
do 


little to paſs, F am aſham'd to view all 


each Day and Week, tho' I daily beg Wiſdom 


to direct my Way, and Strength to walk in 


it. 

My Heart was drawn out with unuſual Faith 
and Fervency in ſecret Prayer for the Church: 
But, Lord! how have I added to the Tranſ- 


greſſions thereof! how unworthy am I to plead 


OF. 19. 


723. 


Fan. 19. 
Mar. 8. 


* 


for Mercy! how lame are my beſt Duties; 
yet hear, O Lord! for Jeſus ſake, the Cries of 
thy mourning Children. 

I confeſs'd with Shame and Sorrow the Wan- 
derings of my Heart in Prayer; and acknow- 
ledg'd it juſt in GOD to — me my Hear- 
ing, which I have ſo little improv'd : I begg'd 
the Cure of this diſtreſſing Evil, and commit- 
ted my vain deſultory Spirit to my holy and 
powerful Guardian. 1 


This Day we rejoyced together in good - 


Hope of a Regenerating Work begun on one 
very dear to us in the Family, | 
O GOD! I would be faithful to thee, t 
my own Soul, to all I converſe with: I am 
devoted to thy Fear, but my deceitful Heart 
18 my to backſlide and deal treacheroully ; 
I watch it daily, and beg to be found faith- 
ful, and aim at it: Lord! make me ſo to 
the Principles and Profeſſion I own and chuſe. 


May 29. My Soul was tuned to Praiſe for the laſt 


Sixteen Years diſtinguiſhing Mercies of the 
fame kind——But more and above all, for 
the Taſtes of Covenant-Love in all, thro? Je- 
ſus Chriſt——1I begg'd Pardon for all my Sins 
in the Habitation I am now leaving, and 
Grace to ſerve GOD better in the Place I 
am am now going to— In the Evening we 

gave 
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gave Thanks, and pray'd together in my New 
pleaſant Cloſet: Entreating the Continuance 


| of the Divine Favour and Conduct we had ſo 


long experienced. 


$67 


The Lord encouraged my deſponding Spi- OE. 1. 


rit, with Hopes of a ſaving Work on the 
Heart of another dear one commatted to our 


Care; and ſhews he can ſtill make uſe of 


the pooreſt Worms as Inſtruments to awaken 
drowfy Minds : Lord! I loath my ſelf for my 
dulneſs in, and wearineſs of Inſtructing, when 
I ſee not a preſent good Effect. | 

O Lord! I find it's no imaginary Rock my 
Faith builds upon, when it depends on Jeſus, 
the incarnate G OD, for Salvation from Sin, 
Satan, and this evil World. 


In many cloſe and ſearching Sermons this Dec. 31. 


Year, the good Spirit hath often witneſſed to 
my Soul the Marks of true Grace wrought, 
and ſome grout therein: But yet my un- 
ſtable Mind makes my profiting appear but 
ſmall 6 OD has graciouſly reſtored my 
2 this Winter, when I almoſt deſpaird 
t it 
has ſometimes ſucceeded my Endeavours, to 
the Souls and Bodies of ſome, even when TI 
have deſpair'd of Succeſs. 


Tho? I could do but little, yet GOD 


O ſweet, joyful Morning! while I meet my 1714. 
Beloved in ſecret Meditation and Prayer, Fan. 11. 


and the good Spirit aſſured me of Pardon and 
Peace, and the glorious Inheritance above 
and gave me ſuch Prelibations of Feaſting at 
Home, and of the Hononrs, Settlement, Em- 
ployment, and Harmony of the heavenly So- 
ciety: Lord! what is Life here, or any thing 
in it to me, whilſt thou ſheweſt me the 
Glories Above? O might this running Ban- 
quet go on into en Entertainment I 

2 am 
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Sept. 30. 


Some of her Morning 
am hoping for in Glory! Come, Lord Jeſus! 
come quickly. Amen. | 

A threatning Fit of an Aſthma, which 1 
thought might have ended my ſinful painful 
Life: I was willing this Night to have ven- 
tured my Soul into Eternity upon the Truth 
of GOD; yet I felt not the Joy, I have 
ſometimes had in the Proſpect of my ap- 
proaching Change. 

Lord! who ſeeſt into the ſecret Receſſes of 
my Heart, thou knoweſt my moſt ardent De- 
fires are after more Holineſs, and likeneſs to 
thy ſelf: Thou gaveſt this Thirſt not to tor- 
ment thy Creature; thou haſt pronounced a 
Bleſſing to it, and promiſed that it ſhould be 
ſatisfied; but how little do I find my Soul as 
yet conform'd to thy Image and Will > Lord! 
ſhall I have the Name of thy Child ſo many 
Years, and yet no more of thy Nature? Oh! 
that I were more meek, merciful, humble, 
thankful, patient, blameleſs, ready to give 
and to forgive: O Lord! I have choſen thee 


for my Portion, and verily hope thou art and 


wilt be my everlaſting Felicity, and yet what, 
little ſelfiſh Deſigns and Thoughts perplex 


my Mind? I know and daily feel, there is 


nothing in this World can ſatisfy my Soul, 
and yet very little Diſappointment in Crea- 
tures, diſcompoſes my Spirit: I feel this 
earthly Tabernacle falling, and yet what lit- 
tle Joy in the Proſpe& of my Houſe in Hea- 


ven? Lord! what unaccountable Contradi- 


OZ. 20. 


ctions are there in my deceitful Heart? O 
ſearch and heal me! 55 


Bleſſed be GOD, who has preſerved my 


Life to ſuch à glorious Day as this; and has 


preſerv'd to us the Lamp ordain'd for us, 
and has brought our King to his „ 
— ce, 


— 
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lace, Throne, and Crown, without War or Evil 
occurrent: O let all the Mighty and the Mean, 

ive to the Lord the glory due to his great 
56 aud make our = more ſpiritual and 


holy: Lord! what's the fading Crown on a 


mortal Head, to the immortal eternal Crown 
of glory laid up for all that love the appear- 
ing of Chrilt ? 

How much earlier than many others, did 1715. 
GOD turn my enquiring Soul to ſee its Mi- Mar. 12. 
ſery and Danger, and ſliew'd me the All-ſuf- 
ficient Remedy! And when I was fooliſh and 


negligent in ſecuring my Intereſt in Chriſt, 


and hoping for great Things in this World, 
and Heaven at laſt, how wiſely and graciouſly 
didſt thou chaſten my fond Hope, and by thy 
Word and Rod bring back my wandering Soul 
to thee, its Reſt? And of thy abundant Boun- 
ty, give me all I can reaſonably deſire. here, 
and good Hope; thro' free Grace, of more per- 


fea, endleſs Happineſs hereafter. 


TI adore the Mercy of GOD to me, that Aug. 4. 


tho' my Ears are ſometimes bad, yet my Eyes 


are good, and my Reaſon holds: And ſome 
ſweet Communion with G OD in ſecret, and 
longing for more. | 

My Hearing in good meaſure reſtor'd, of 14. 
which I can give no Account from natural 


Cauſes, or medicinal Art: O Lord! my Hea- 


ler, thou canſt do every thing. 
Lord! melt my dull Heart with the diſtin-Q#, 2. 
guiſhing unparallell'd Kindneſs always ſhew'd 
to unworthy me; planting me near the Wa- 
ters of the Sanctuary; watering my Fleece 
whilſt the Ground has been dry round about 


me; making the Word hit me that miſs'd 


others: Oh! the Riches of immortal Grace ! 
If I out-live my Senſes, I cannot out-live my 
M 3 Graces: 
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Graces : Oh! how beautiful! how honourable! 
how durable ! | 


Lord! how innumerable are my Sins every 
. Year againſt my own Soul, againſt Others, and 


againſt Thee, my Sovereign Lord, my Owner 
and Ruler: O! what Seeds of old Apoſtacy 
have I bewail'd and begg'd Victory over, and 

t how oft am I foiled in my Combates? 
ord! I am oppreſſed, undertake for me: Huw 
long ſhall theſe Canganttes vex me? which thou 


ha romiſed ſhall never have Dominion: 


Feb. 20. 


29. 


my Soul! T 


Oh! haſten the final Victory, and till then 
help me to watch and pray, and War, and to 
rely on wy Strength and Righteonſneſs, O 
mighty Redeemer! _ 5 
he Ana Day of Mr. V. and his 

on M.'s wonderful Deliverance at Sea — The 
moſt lively Evening I ever enjoy'd with my 
praying Neighbours: While we paid the Vows 
of them who had been delivered, I was en- 
couraged. to hope that GOD would pour 
out more of the Spirit of Grace and Suppli- 
cation on his Remnant amongſt us — I long'd 
to Join the triumphant Choir above: M 
Heart was much lifted up all that Night. 

I was confined to my Bed all Day by Pain, 
very Deaf, almoſt Blind, and quite Stupid: I 
could fix my Thonghts on nothing that was 

ood, but ſo peeviſh, I was amazed and a- 

m'd of my ſelf: Lord! what Seeds of the 

old A NOUN ſtill remain and ſpring up in 

ou gaveſt me Sight and Hearing, 
and mayſt thou not take them away when 
thou pleaſeſt? How long ſhall my fooliſh Heart 
pervert its Way, and then fret againſt the 
Lord! O humble and pardon, and heal my 
proud Spirit. 


From 
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From what mine Eyes have Yeſterday ſeen Fune 2. 


upon another, why ſhould I fear Death in the 
moſt formidable Shape? Can any Tyrant in- 
flict ſuch pungent Torture ſo long, and yet 
ſupport ſo under it? And will not Death de- 
Jiver me from all Sin and Sorrow, into a Joy 
| ſuperior to all the Joy of a Man Child's be- 
ing born into the World? And yet how does 
my Heart fail at the Antecedents and Conco- 
mitants of a Natural Death, tho' I have good 


Hope, thro free Grace, that the Conſequences 


will be ſafe and joyful? Lord! pity thy poor, 
weak, timerous Child, and try me not above 
what thou ſhalt enable me to bear without 
diſhonouring thee. 

I — pleaded with G O D for his 
Church and Miniſters, in Faith and Hope, for 
what I am not likely to live to ſee my ſelf: 
Lord: Let me depart and join the holy Socie- 


ty above, and I will leave the divided Church, 


and the diſtracted World to thy Care and 
Cure. 


17. 


After Sermon, a poor Penitent, after long July 1. 


Suſpenſion, was re- admitted to our Commu- 
nion with great Seriouſneſs and Solemnity by 
the Paſtor; and I hope, true Repentance in 
the Offender: Lord ! let this awaken others 
who ſtand ſuſpended. 


Not ſo watchful over my Tongue as I ought OF. 6. 


to have been, having told a Fault of a Mem- 
ber of the Congregation to another, before I 
had told the guilty : I begg'1 Pardon for this, 
and reſolve on more Watchfulneſs over my 
Words for the future. : 

The Unevenneſs and Sourneſs of my Spirit 
under ungrateful Treatments, for the moſt un- 
feigned Kindneſs I have ſhewn, made me a- 
ſhamed and griev'd that I can get no nea- 

4 rer 
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Nov. 18. 


1717. 
Fan. 7. 
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rer the Rule and Pattern of my dear Re- 
deemer. | 

G OD graciouſly mitigated my Pains, and 
taught me to pray and plead with David, I 
am thy Servant, give me Underſtanding, that I may 
know thy Teftimonmes——-I teach my Servant, but 
I cannot give Underſtanding, Power, or Incli- 
nation, but he can give all, and encourages 
me to expect all from him. 

M Rel was ſomewhat diſturb'd by a Let- 
ter from one dear to me, departed 5 the 
Ordinances and Inſtruments of her Converfion, 
and pleading for her Departure: I roſe early 
and caſt my Burthen upon the Lord, and 
begg'd the down-pouring of his Spirit to en- 


lighten and ſanctify the World, and comfort 


his deſpiſed Miniſters and People. 


15. 


Mar. 12. 


April 5, 
Fd | 


Fuly 13, 


I went to viſit a ſorrowful Friend, who aſ- 
ſured me GOD had made my Converſation 
very Uſeful to her——Allglory to G O D, who 
uſes the weakeſt and moſt unworthy to ſerve 
his * hg 

In ſome apprehended Danger of loſing a 


= part of what GOD had liberally be- 


tow'd.upon us: My Mind was eaſy in de- 
pending upon GOD, who has hitherto ſecured 
what his Bounty beſtow'd. 1 
Hard Struggles, with little Victory over 
Heart-Corruptions: Lord! help. 


I ſearched my Heart, and found too great 


a Difficulty in forgiving ungrateful Returns 
for the moſt ſincere and affectionate Treatment 
I was capable of ſhewing to Relarions: But 
how much worſe have I treated thee, my eter- 
nal Lover and Friend! what are their Pence, 


to the Talents thou haſt and doſt forgive me ? 


O Lord! forgive them and me, and prepare us 
all for mutual endleſs Love and Purity. 1 


- 
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I earneſtly begg'd a Meetneſs for, and a Sept. 11. 


ſpeedy Reception into the Inheritance of the 
Saints in Light: I am weary of living only 
to Sin and groan: Lord! if I may not glo- 
rify thee here, let me glorify thee in Hea- 
ven: I wait thy Will, thy Will be done. 


Still the Lord lifts up the Light of his Nov. 2. 


Countenance on unworthy me, while others 
are in diſmal Darkneſs : Surely, the Seeds of 
all thoſe Sins are found in me that make 
others a Terror to themſelves, and a Grief to 
their Friends. 


In reviewing the Year paſt, I find how good Dec. 31. 


the Lord has been to my Body, in ſupplying it 
abundantly with Food, Phyſick, Rayment, 
Fewel, Attendants: In preſerving my Limbs 


in Falls, and from Falls: In eaſing me when 


pain'd: In continuing my Sight, and reſtoring 
my Hearing——But, oh! how gracious to my 
Soul! what ſweet Communion with him the 
Hirſt Sacrament in January? How many ſweet 
Viſits ſince in his Houſe, in my Cloſet, at 
Home, and at Bath? How few Sabbaths in 
which I had not abundant Comfort? But one 
Sacrament I return'd Melancholly from, heing 
in great Pain. 


Lord! how ſweet was the Even-Sun-ſhine, 1718. 
after the dark and cloudy Morning! Let this Fune15. 


repeated Experience of thy Mercy, Power, 
and Faithfulneſs engage my Dependance on, 
2 never fainting | os. to GOD, my 
Reſt. : 

I join'd in fervent Prayer for Mr. R. WV. 
now call'd to Mr. B.'s Aſſiſtance; and appeal'd 
to GOD, that in all that Aﬀair, we have 
acknowledg'd him, and hope he has directed 
the Choice for his own glory and our good, 


Providence 


J 


= 
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Aug. 9. 


Nov. 25. 


| Dec. 21. 


\ 


% 
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May 29. 


31. 
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Providence ſeems to threaten with the loſs 
of moſt of our perſonal Eſtate, but my Soul 
rejoyces in GOD my Portion, and is thank- 
ful for the Corn, and Wine, and Wooll, and 
Flax, he has given me all wy Days, with 
his Love. | | 
Lord! we know not wnether to chuſe or to 
refuſe preſent Offers of Providence to a poor 
ee 5 but to GO D, who knows all Hearts 
and Events, we unfeignedly refer the Diſpoſal, 
and rely on his Promiſe to dire&. L 

Infinite Patience has born with me this Year 
alſo, and pitied, and pardoned, and revived 
my drooping Soul: When J have accepted the 
Puniſhment of my Sin, and return'd to him 
with Weeping and Supplication, he has turn'd 
my Midnights into joyful and bright Days: In 
all the Changes of this Year, GO D has call'd 
and encouraged me to pray and wait, and he 
has heard and anſwered; and my Soul ac- 
knowledges his Truth and Goodneſs in all I 
have calbd upon him for. 5 | 

In great Pain all the Day, but I offered at 
Praiſe for the Multitude of G O D's Mercies 
to us in our happy Relation for Twenty-two 
Years now paſt. 7D | 

r. B. in extremity of Pain from Five till 
Nine this Morning : In our Diſtreſs we call'd 
upon GOD, and he very graciouſly gave ſome 


ſudden Eaſe (after a large Triangular tagged 
Stone had paſs'd). ſo that he was enabled to 


Preach ſoon after Ten the ſame Morning. 


July 26. Mr B. in violem Pain, that we had no hope 


of his Preaching; yet he went out, relying 
on his Maſter, who never fail'd him, and while 
he ſtep'd into the Desk a Stone ſlip'd, and he 
went on with his Work comfortably. | 


Mr. 
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Mr. B. extreamly weak and diſpirited, yet Aug. 13, 
call'd upon to Preach a Funeral Sermon Tir 14. * 
teen Miles off: In the Evening, a dreadful Fit 
da i of the Stone followed, and laſted till Three in 
the Morning; but as the Difficulty was en- 
creas'd, the Power and Mercy of GOD was 
: magnified, and enabled us both to go out early, 
1 and gave Strength and Spirits beyond all Ex- 
, pectations— After which, a large Stone paſſed. _ 
The Cries and Tears of Bury Friends (at the Nov. 30. 
Thoughts of parting with Mr. B.) affect m | 
Heart: Yet I am entirely willing that GO. 
ſhould diſpoſe of me where he pleaſes. 
I devoted my ſelf, and all I have, to GOD, Dec. 1. 
and — pleaded for his Dire&ion about 
the awful Change of our People and — 
He graciouſly 1mpreſs'd upon my Mind his 
merciful Anſwers in Times paſt, that my for- 
mer Experience ſo ſtrengthened my Faith this 
Morning, that while I was pleading, my Mind 
was eafy and chearful, ready to go, or ready 
to ſtay: Lord! keep ſuch Thoughts on my 
Heart ſtill, whatever be the Event of the pre- 
ſent Providence. 3 3 
Reflecting on the Year paſt, I acknowledge 31. 
with great Thankfulneſs, that I have had 
ſweet Retirements, inexpreſſible Pleaſure in 
reading the Holy Scriptures with Mr. Henry's 
Annotations: Joyful Sabbaths and Sacraments 
(very few excepted) ſweet Family-Worſhip, and 
ſome Aſſiſtance in Inſtructing Servants and 
Children: Plentifal Supplies in all our Wants: 
Merciſul Direction in diſpoſing of two Or- 
phans: Conſtant Preſervation in all our Tra- 
vels——It has been a Year of many Afflictions, 
of ſtrong Pains, yet of gracious Supports and 
Mitigations: My Life prolong'd, when de- 
ſpair d of: Meat, Drink, Fewel, in plenty: 
| Servants, 


Some of her Morning 


Servants, Friends, Phyſicians, and Medicines, 


1720. 


Jau. 1, 2. 


as we needed them: But, oh! how — 
how fretful my Heart! how tumultuous an 

muttering have my Thoughts ſometimes been, 
eſpecially under long and ſharp Pain, either 


upon my felf or others: Lord! teach me to 


bear and improve Chaſtiſements better. 

I ended the laſt, and began this Year in ex- 
tremity of Pain: After a long waking Night, I 
could not fix my Mind on any thing with 
Comfort, till paſt Four in the Morning, when I 
ſurrendred my ſelf afreſh to G O D, and begg'd 


| A oe my diſeaſed Soul: I roſe at Six in 


Feb, 2. 


Mar. 28. 


29. 


much Pain, begg'd of GOD to reconcile me 
to his Difcipline, and ſhew me wherefore he 


thus contends with me: Not long after had 


ſome Eaſe, was carried in a Chair to the Houſe 
of GOD, where I gave Thanks, and had a 
joyful Day——Lord! pity and heal my Soul, 
and prepare me for Glory ! Oh! make haſte, 
my Beloved, and end theſe Days of Sin and 
Sorrow to a poor diſtreſſed Worm that longs 
to be with thee. 

In ſorting of Letters and Papers of 22 
I found ſome of my own, which humble an 


ſhame me, that I can practice no better, what 


I have recommended to others under Affliction. 
I went to my dear Siſter B.'s, but ſhe could 
not ſpeak to me, yet ſeem'd to lye without 
much Pain. | 
In her laſt Encounter, tho* the Antecedents 
were ſharp, yet the Concomitants of Death 
were eaſy, and the Conſequents happy: Thus 
was GOD better to my dear Siſter and me, 
than our Fears of a long Lncounter with a Mor- 
tification, &c. Lord! ſtrengthen my Faith, and 
overcome my inordinate Fears by this Experi- 
ence of thy Power and Compaſſion, mA 
e 
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The Hurry of Unpacking, a great deal of Apr. 1 1. 
Company at Home, and where we dined 12. 
Abroad, cut me ſhort in my beloved Retire- 
ments, yet I had ſome ſhort Sweets and Free- 

dom from great Pain. of agi [ 

One of my Servants fell down the Cellar 13. i 

Stairs, and narrowly eſcap'd breaking her Skull | 
| and beating out one Eye: Bleſſed be GOD | | 
for 8 Mercy. | 
| The Lord has hitherto help'd under bodily 18, 
Infirmities; I pray, and hope, and wait for 
his gracious Aids under all my ſpiritual Com- 
plaints and Maladies—Thou knoweſt, O Lord! = 
my Hunger and Thirſt for more Righteouſneſs, 
and thou haſt ſaid I ſhall be filled: I rely on 
thee, O thou Eternal Amen; and on thy Power, 
Compaſſion, and Faithfulneſs, for what I want 
and am longing for. 


» 


. 


ä 


Theſe are ſome of her many ſecret Memoirs, 
her ſolemn Tranſactions, Self-Dedications, ſpi- » 
ritual Reflections, profitable Remarks, her pe- 
culiar Regards to the various Occurrences of 
Life, and ſpecial Charges tg her ſelf and 
others: Which ſhe committed to writing (as 
ſhe often expreſſes it) to be Witneſſes betwixt 
GOD ond her Soul-—lt had been as eaſy 

to have collected many Hundred more from her 
Original Manuſcripts, would it not have ſwelFd 
the Volume be _ common Uſe—— Tis poſh- 
ble, ſome might be apt to Cenſure me for hav- 
ing tranſcrib'd too much already; But when I 
conſider'd that the Apparent Tendency of all is 
merely to Excite and Animate to a more Vigo- 
rous and Spiritual Exerciſe of Religion, a more 
conſtant and induſtrious Obſervation of Provi- 
dence, a greater and ſteadier Zeal for the Glory 

of GOD, and a cloſer and more acurate — 
gar 
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rd to the Eternal Intereſts of our own Souls, 
It has eaſily overruled me in what I have done 
againſt all the Objections and Pleas that can be 
'd to the contrary. And therefore I am 
determined, to be as little Affeded with the 
Cenſures of Others, as * themſelves can be 
profited by them. 


4 CHAP, 
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CHAP. VII. 
Her Miſcellaneous Papers, 


T has been a very agreeable Entertainment 

to me to read over her Miſcellames. Her 
very Spiritual and Correct Meditations on the 
Divinity of the Holy Scriptures. The ſeveral Farts 
of the Creation. The Extent, Efficacy, and 7 7 ä 
of Providence. A Believers Union with 92 
His Communing with his own Heart. His walk- 
ing with GOD. His regulating his Thoughts, 
Affections, Speech, and Actions. The whole Du- 
ty and Happineſs of Man. The grand Treaſure 
of all Scripture Promiſes. The unreaſonableneſs 
of Fretting againſt GOD. The Manſion of the 
Soul of Man. The Reſurrection of the Body. 
&c,——Together with her Critical Obſervations 
in Anatomy, Medicine, Mathematicks, Muſick, Phi- 
lolgy, Rhetorick, 8&c. The general Mention of 
which is all that nuſt be expected in this ſhort 
Account. . 
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"CBA P. I. 


Her Spiritual Correſponding with ber Friends 
by Letters upon particular Occaſions. 


QHE wrote often to her Intimate Friends, 
Eſpecially to young Ones, to perſwade them 
of the e and Benefit of the great 
Duties of Religion. To varn them againſt the 
Temptations of their Age and Stations. To im- 
prove their Education. To Excite them to an ear- 
ly and exemplary Piety. To confute their Cavals. 
To impreſs upon them the Obligation of their Bap- 
tiſmal Covenants. To ſatisfie their Spiritual Doubts, 
and Encourage their Hopes in GOD, and Perſe- 
verance in their Chriſtian Courſe——The moſt of 
| theſe, and the moſt confiderable are ſuppos'd to 
be in the Hands of ſuch, whom they immedi- 
ately concerned, Some Part of the vety few 


that are come to my Knowledge ſince her Death, 
are theſe that follow. 


To One Impatient un der Croffess 


—MWI- Penſive Temper feeds not ſo much on 
future as preſent Troubles, Diverſion 
is my Miſery. I never leave till I get an Hours 
Converſe with my Self, and with that GOD 
in whoſe Hand my Times are: But when I can 
turn in and ſeriouſly Conſider, the Cauſe and 
Effects of my impatient 1 under the 
moſt juſt and perfectly wiſe Diſpoſals of Provi- 
dence, I am cured for that Day by finding worſe 


Troubles 


To "me impatient under. ee 
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over, Art our Good, 10 0 RON 
And 5 not our quickenin . the 2d Adam 
as potyerſul to Conquer Sin and Sbrrowg as the 
Ait Adam was to Ganvey: it? Oh Ros amore 
lively Faith in the great "Re cemer.to heal our 
Souls of this Plague! could Heathens fay it was 
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I bs your tender 75 to your Children, 


muſt make a Wound in your Heart when 


you loſe any. But I hope Grace and long Ex- 
8 of G0 Ds All- ſufficiency, Eternity, 
And the .unchangeableneſs of his, Love and Co- 
venant is better to you than your own or your 


Childrens Lives, And the good Aſſurance your 


Daughter left of her ente ing, into Immortal 
Glory, has ſet her above our Pity, And as to 


- Our ſelves, our ſhort remaining Moments here, 
| N W_ 
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I Canjuot kur offer at. ie Antince under 
your ſeeming Doubt. V betber 4 Per fon 
might 0 know in phat 2 4 be . "If 

once we (an perfwade” 'ourfelves the 


Good is mot Attainable, it ceaſes to be 885 


ject of bur Hope or Endeavour. That wicked 
Men may without doubt conclude themſelves 
ſuch, and conſequently in a damnable State, 
poſſibl ly. von might eaſter believe: Than that 
4 Perſon truly accepting Chriſt upon Goſpel 
Terms, may diſcern that he doth ſo, and con- 
ſequently is in a State of Salvation? But that 
both are to be known, 1 think is ſufficiently 
Evident from Scripture, ſince it puts us upon 

Judging” and Trying ourſelves, and making 
ſure our own Salvation. And ſo many of the 
Saints have affirmed their Knowledge fy Joy: 
ful Evidences of G O D's Grace in them. And 
our Bleſſed Redeemer himſelf has laid down 
this as an evident Title to the heavenly Man- 
lions, if our Hearts are there, our Treafures (ia 
alſo 


To One in Doubt, &c. 


alſo there. Can we i 


magine the good 
of GOD would Excite our Petter altes 


us? No ſurely, He that is . before to pre- 
are a Place for his Diſciples, hath left them 
is Holy Spirit, not only to fit them for that 
glorious Inheritance, but alſo to Seal them 


up to the Day of Redemption, and give them 


undoubted Pledges and Earneſts of their future 
Poſſeſſion—— The major Propoſition is undoubt- 
edly true; He that believes ' ſhall be ſaved} the 
Loubt will lie in the Minos, but upon ſerious 
Trial, you may come t6 know, that you are 
the true Beleiver. That ſome upon their firſt 
@onverſion have been able to draw the Conclu- 
ſion, I have no Reaſon to doubt, but it is not 
GO D's: ordinary Method to Convince, Con- 
vert, and aſſure at once. Therefore don't im- 
patiently conclude it is not Attainable becauſe 
not yet Attained. But with ſtrenuous Endea- 


vours be ſtill purſuing the making your Calling 


and Election ſure. Always remembring, that 
it is the ſame Spirit that works Grace, that 
alone can fhine on it, and diſcover and give 
you the clear Knowladge of his Work. Pra 
ard and be very Thankful for his leaſt Aſh- 
nce, than which I know not a more effectu- 
al Way to gain more. Have a care of grieving 
him by continuing in any known Sin, or neg- 
lecting any known Duty. If you dally or trifle 
in your Neturn to GOD, it will not only 
make our Caſe ſeem doubtful, but like a bro- 
ken Bone might make you halt for many 
Tears. The ſmalleſt Sin if not reſiſted and 
mourn'd for, will breed Doubts and Troubles 
as fare as rotten Fleſn doth Worms. Therefore 
fall to your Work in good Earneft, and I can 
aſſure you, the * you begin, the Fa 
ot 'N 2 wi 


pirit 
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an Inheritance, only to Torment or Deceive 
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184 | To One in Doubt, &c. 
will your Honour and Peace be. Tho':you ma 
not preſently be able to affirm an anfallible 
Certainty of your State, yet if by ſuch means 
you attain a comfortable Hope to Encourage 
future Endeavours, who knows how ſoon-you 
may Triumph over your Conquer'd Enemies! 


11 28 {4 "I. | NET N ' IH 2 | >. 
Of tbe Death of an Intimate Friend. 


une 618 CERES 2264.5 node 
—1 came hither to cloſe the Eyes of my dear 

4 Friend=— And fince ſhe might ſhine no 
longer amongſt ſinful Worms here, I blefs GD 
who! == 5 me to her Inſtructive Neath-Bed: 
Where Faith, Submiſſion, Patience, and almoſh 
uninterrupted Joy, in breathing after her dear 
Redeemer, more than equall'd all I ever faw 
that lay ſo long in Sight of their W 
Enemy. And tho' I cannot yet pray againf 
ſudden Death, yet her ſteadfaſt Hope and glo- 
rious Conqueſt, have given me more tolerable 
Thoughts of 1 Sickneſs, ſince in her 
I ſaw, that neither the ſtrength of Pain, or 
weaknes of the Patient, can hinder a Trium- 
phant Exit, when GOD will make his Joy our 
Strength. "ory 127 2d- bits; b. 
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Againſt Diſputes in Religion among?t young 


I Fear there is One that is very Dear to you 
I has receiv'd no little Injury by ſome of 
the Authors you have recommended to him. 
When I wrote pungently about his Prophaneſs, 
he was much allarm'd and penitently confeſs'd 
his Sin, and reſolv'd upon devoting himſelf to 
G OD as his true Felicity. But he ſaid he had 


read 


* 


Againſt Diſputes in Religion, &c. 
ſome Books, and hear'd ſome Diſputes at home 
which ſo cenfounded his Mind, that at laſt he 
thought there was no GOD or Devil, or Reli- 
gion: Now though I am far from ſuppoſing it 
the Deſign of your Author to form; any. inch 
Notions in him, yet I can never think it Wiſ⸗ 


dom to put young Heads on diſputable Points, 


when they may be ſafely Edified by plain prac- 
tical Divinity. I — the ke n of 


Truth directs his Miniſters by his Word, and 


if the Authors you mention have had his Aſ- 
ſiſtance in beating out their Notions on that 
Forge, its well: but if what they had form'd in 
their own Brains is brought to that, and Texts 
tortured to Countenance them, they had need be 
examined by better Heads than mine, leſt they 
mould do much more hurt than good. I am 
thankful for Sir P K. on the Creed, yet if I be- 
hev'd a ſeparate State, a State of Suffering, the 
Thoughts of Death would make me:Melanchol- 
ly. Mr. Flavel and others, allow it a State of Im- 

erfet Happineſs, yet no ſuffering State, be- 
Eaſe even then we are with Chriſt in Paradice. 
Whatever Mr. L. thought, I cannot yet be 
brought t think that ſuch Texts allow either 
any ſleep to the Soul, or any Suffering in ſuch 
a State to the Righteous. In ſhort, I believe 
the Quarrels of many to be either about Terms 
or Inſuperable Difficulties which neither ſide 
ſhall underſtand till they get to Heaven. And 
for my on Part I had much rather confute 
Atheiſm by Holy walking, than by any Accu- 


rate diſputing : And while I can taſte Religion, 


let who will talk againſt it. If your great 
Mind aims higher, yet put not young raw Heads 


on what is too hard for them 
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1  Direfions how to Inſtruft @ Child. 


wa Am glad your Brother can ſo pritily Di- 
vert you, I wiſh you Wiſdom and Love 
to inſtruct him. Be very watchful of his Con- 
verſation, and whatever you find fanlty, ſhew 
him the Evil of it, rather than charge him with 
it, leſt * ut him upon Lying to hide his 
Guilt. I im ſee you Love him e'er you 
chide him, and are ready to hide or excuſe his 
tolerable Faults. Be very frequent but not te- 
dious in your Inſtructions: Often inculcate the 
Nature and Neceſſity of Prayer for all we want 
and the encouraging Promiſes of GO D to 
hear. Liſp to him in his own Language what 
he Prays for by his Form, and labour to excite 
in him a Senſe of his ſad State by Sin, greater 
Defires after Grace, and fuller Reſolutions: and 
Endeavours after the Life and Power of God- 
lineſs.' Let ſome Part of his Catechiſm be daily 
recited, and what he moft imperfectly repeats, 
be faid at his going to Sleep, and at his -firſt 
Waking. Talk over the Sermons you hear to- 
gether in Language adapted to his Capacity. 
And fail not to beg of GOD a bleſſing on a 

your Labour, or elſe you will do little to pur- 
poſe. If GO D makes you inſtrumental in the 
Converſion of your Brothers and Siſters; it 
will be a great Honour and Comfort, and make 
the ſtrongeſt Union amongſt you. Take ſpe- 
cial care of them that are in the greateſt Dan · 
ger. Imitate your Godly impartial Mother, 
who tho' ſhe lov'd all alike, yet would often 
lay. If ſhe knew to which Child ſhe had con- 
vey'd moſt of her Sinful Nature, She would 
Pitv and Endeavour the Help of that Child 
moſt - To 
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To One under great Dejettion and Deſertion. 


A N. theſe dark Hours of your Life, the 
1 ſilence of your Friends may ſeem unnatu- 


ral. I cannot therefore but heartily Condole 


you, and beg you would not imagine your Caſe 
to be unuſual, or out of the Road of GOD's fa- 
therly Diſcipline for what good Chriſtians Di- 
ary. did you ever read or hear of, that has no 
ſuch Lines of Complaints as yours: And no 
wonder when our Head and Lord Redeemer al- 
moſt dies with them in his Mouth. Why 
- ſhould lf oF to pledge him in that bitter 
Cup, whoſe 


Soul was ſortowful and ſore amaz- 
de? Can our Jealouſy argyo a dereliction more 
than his? Are not the Gifts and Callings of 
GOD without Repentance? H your Soul has 


not been touch'd with the true Loadſtone, what 


makes it ſtand. trembling towards its beloved 
Point? It not Love in Deſire, and in Lament- 
ing after its beloved object as truly Love, as 
when reſting in the Enjoyment? If you find 
much Droſs in your beſt Gold, will you throw 
away both together? or would you change 
with one that Hopes without Tryal? I find it 
a mighty Craft of the old Serpent, when upon 
ſerious: fearch I have found out Wickedneſs in 
my Heart, that did not diſcover itſelf upon tran- 
fient Enquiries, to be very ready to perſwade 
me, there was nothing el e to be found there. 
I bleſs GOD I can at preſent believe he hes, 
but how Jong I ſhall ſay ſo I know not: For 
alaſs! I have ſome gloomy Days as well as 


others, e under bodily Languors. 1 


doubt not but you Addreſs to Spiritual Phyſi 
cians under your preſent Maladies. Bleſſed be 
81.1 | N 4 | .GOD 
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To One under great Dejedtion, &c. 


G OD ſend you a Meſſenger one of a Thouſa 


com ſealing Ordinance, the Lord's Su 
per, Which I have Reaſun to commend to all 
my Afflicted Tempted Friends, ſihce I find it 
no ſmall Merey tom go and rene ,-emmy former - 
Covenant or if I Tannot finde my Fidelit 


therein; to make it as new, for ſufely G O 


doth there renew his Cobenaut, with every 
fallen Child of Adan that heartily: tonfeats, 
tho“ hel cannot perfeelly reach! the Terms ac- 
eording to bis (Deſire; If former Rated Times 

of Communicating” affofd you not ſufficient 

ſupport, be more frequent, ſince N Lord's 

Day gives you an Opportunity in the City 
Remember my dear diſconſolate Grand- Motbe- 

waited: long at theſe Pools, tho“ with Sorrow: 
complaining it was to her à ſealed Fbuntain;, 
yet her dutiſul Attendante ended in à Trium- 
phant Death: Before that Period I hogs ito Hear 
you are emerging from under the Waves that 
now overwhelm you, and by that Time you 
may be ready to Strengthen weak Hands from 
more glorious Appearances of G0 D t your 
Soul. Ibeg that the 'G O'D of all Conſolation 
wonld ſhine: on the Graces he has wrought; and 
will by his own Methods perfect in your o_ 


TS 


- 


To One under 2 Dejection, Ko. 

That when he has ſtr 60 you,'y you might” come 
forth as Gold, and me r the Inheritance of 
the Saints in Light, where, no doubt of 
GO D's Love to you, or your's to him, will 


break your Feed or nee, our Joy 
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Ts a Relation on a fine Lady of mean Senſe. 


—F N' this Place of Concourſe,” I lately met 
with a vaſt Company of fine Ladies, but 

2 all the reſt with one of a charming 
Beauty, ſtrait and tall, a fine Face, gloſſy 

dark (Hair, Cc. all adorn'd with: tichell Atlar, 

ſplendid Diamondi, fineſt Lace, '&c! To this 

fine Creature, the amazed Crowd of Beaus ad- 

dreſſed, big with Expectation of charming 

Converſation, agreeable to ſuch an out-ſide 

Appearance: But preſently the wondering 

Crowd betray'd Fuch à Diſappointment in 

their ſneering n as made me pit 

the poor inſi — Mortal; and with; that all 

1 love may to — their Minds, ra 

ther than — the Art of fine Dreſſing. And 

while I'bemoan'd the "Unhappy Fair, a Friend 

repeated the following 122 which n 

7 pleaſe you, via. = 

Radon & Nun zd u © 15 » | 

#hben Lesbia fr ffi I ſaw, fo 3 Ni, 

With. Eyes fo A vitb that aw I'Air, 

I thought my Heart hy durſt ſo high Aſpire, 

As bold as bis, whoſnateb'd Celeftiat Fire. 

But ſoon as ere the beatiteous Idiot ſpoke; 

Forth from ber Coral Lips ſuch Folly broke, 

Like Balm the trickling Nonſenſe beald n Wound, 

And what her Eyes enthrall 4, ber red 1 


80 
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in ſuch a Caſe! The beſt are apt to decline 


80 true; is the ſaered Proverb, As 4 F ewel 
of Gold in a . ſo 28a: fair. Woman without 
Diſcretion. And likewiſe that other, | Favour 
it deceitful and Beauty is vain, but a; Woman that 


fears the Lord Pall be praiſed——— May IL and 


my dear Relations have the Ornament af a 
meek and quiet Spirit, and we will envy no 
Ladies thei Beauty or Jewels— _ 
. * 1 Arm N 10 bY IR K QB * 11 120 
Cautions againſt Spiritual Declenfions,  . 
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__; A Declining State is incident to the beſt, 


How ſhamefully have ſome. of our Acquain- 
tance ſtain'd their Families, and whither have 
their gradual Declenſions at laſt hurried 


them — I know there are many that aſſert a 


total 2 in ſome from true Grace, but 
von and I have been taught better, and can 


comfortably conclude from G O D's unchange - 


able Love, Decree, Almighty Power, engaged 
for Perſeyerance; and:from our Union with 
Chriſt, and his conſtant Interceſſion for us, 


that the Habits of true Grace cannot be loſt: 


But, alas! what Abatements may there be in 
the Dae and Exereiſe, in the Life: and 
Strength of it! And how ſad and deplorable 
is ſuch a Gaſe? Who can but pity a robuſt 
Body reduced to 2 Skeleton by. a pining Con- 
ſumption? And is n ue to Souls de- 
cling in their: Graces? When ardent Love, 


ſtrong Deſires, humbleſt Mournings, livelieſt 


Joys, are all withering. or choaked with a 
Confluence of worldly Jays, Cares, or Plea- 
ſures: Ay! the fadneſs/of this State! may 1 
neyer weep over any of my dear Relations 


in 


and therefore to be feard by all: 
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Cautions againſt Spiritual Deolenfions. 
in Duty, in their Love and Affection to it; 
and ſometimes fimd a {ad Diſtance from GOD, 
a Strangeneſs to him, and Shineſa of him in 
Prayer, which yet afore has been their great- 
eſt Delight and Heart-eaſe. Surely, reſtrain- 
ing of Prayer is a very ſad Mark, and when 
our Hearts don't joyfully anſwer his Call to 
ſeek his Face ! And little better when our 
wa Spirits are not watch'd, call'd in, 
and made to ply their Work, but Flies light 
on the Saerifices that usd to flame: Nay, if 
but our Chearfulneſs in Duty ſhould abate, 
how! heavily ſhall we Drive? If what was 
once our Delight, becomes our Task and Bur- 
thenſome? If after Duty no advantage, no 
nearer to G0 D, no fuller Reſolutions, no 
humbler Reſignations, how weary ſhall we 
quickly be of our choĩceſt Happineſs, for the 


Enjoyment of ſome inferior Good, or foul 


Corruption, which our treacherous Hearts 
have lily fallen in Love with, while we yet 
profeſs to be entirely G O D's? There are in 
the beſt ſuch Remainders of Corruption, as 
ever incline to Apoſtacy, for none are ſo 
compleatly ſanQified, but the Fleſh is ſtill 


luſting againſt. the Spirit; and Corruption is 


an active Principle, very importunate, and 
not eaſily to be denied: The Temptations of 
Satan are always aſſaulting, and our own Cor- 
ruptions ever ready to ſide with them: Yea, 
and G OD's juſt Deſertions often concur; for 


tho? he does not withdraw his Love and Care, 


et for our Neglects he often may, and does 
uſpend his Influence' and Aſſiſtance, and then 
what are we? — Let me entreat you not to 
loſe theſe haſty Lines, till you have tried 
3 — Caſe, whether you are growin 
or ning. If Grace withers, an ſure 

0 mu 
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— Spififtart Decteniions: 


do your firſt Works, and lay freſh Hold on 


Ivy 2h Parts Tord 1 deveting me, Cit 


muſt Comfort. If this be your. Cafe, remem- 
ber Whence you are fallen, and Repent, and 


the great Redeemer. If your Caſe be better, 
dleſs G0. D, and e 121 your in n letting 
me Know. it—— Js 
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| ane rep: 
ben talen thus ito thy Baſs 
Thy Charge I there became : ' 
Tb waſt my Father aud my ob yo. 
And then bore thy Nane, cc. gt 
718 IHN 
ehe if the Bleſſa ngs of Aiden are come 
on the Gentiles by Jeſus Chriſt, what 60 
hath ſpoken to them and our Fathers) is 
ſpoken 
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Gee, to 1 Friend about Marryin 


is I H x 


is very EE when vou ask my gs | 
1 nion in the Matter 3 That 
you only give me an Account of the Gentle- 


man's Circumſtances, and not of his Character: 
80 far as I know, I muſt freely own, that I 


fear the Eftate | is too, great, 5 
prove , a Snare to you. Biſhop — 
That Riches have made many wor ſe,, never 


any better. I hope y would Aide chuſe 
to be better than xicher, a that vou. will 


never be byaſsd by an Eftate to an indifferent 


Choice. You know, I have ever.caution'd you, 
and muſt caution you ſtill againſt too great 
a Fondneſs for Wealth. Alas! ſhould you 


have it, how many Things _ imbitter it 


to ou Should you have a 0 urliſh Nabal, : 


an 8 could only behold it with your Eyes, 
Bai | an 
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* Caution to u Friend ubout e, 


and not be ſuffered: to do any good Wärn it, 
how uneaſy wonld that be 4 our charita. 


= egy 2 bebe, pr - e 
rovi on u 
Gir d ould C 2 Man's Eſtate, Ee, Tt 


but the” Name and not the Hs that "- 
enjoy: And if neither'df"theſe 

may not worſe ?, Su cher 25 
nor warn Devetion, t an Avexſion We on han 


attending on ivate Altars, where 
found more than all _ W dt 

what Perplerity are you then ten w 
Life? I know chat Troubles you have 
met with, bat might You not, by k avoid: 


rere 


preſent, Plunge your” ſelf into ſüture Diff | 
Tufties: Tis better be miſerable by ety 
than Choice. "What G O'D inflicts is eaſter 


born, than what we bring upon our ſelves 
Let me entreat you to moderate your De- 
ſires after worldly Grandeur—— Pardon my 
Freedom If I am apt to be too Jealous | of 
wp is becauſe T love vou 


4 
. 


- On the Death of a good Ledy and Friend. 


—Jan heartily concerts for the Country's 
Lofs, - and my own, of that excellent 
Lad 8 condole vou eſpecially, who had 
The Gu of her Friendſhip; I believe, E 
much as could conſiſt with the Inequality of 
your Stations in this World; and that Good- 
neſs levell'd more than is uſual, even in be 
. 'ous Ladies. A Friend, wiſe, - pious, com 
Jionate, ſecret, &c. is a Rarity enjo d, and 
A Lofs feldom repair'd in this World 
Oh! what a Friend is our Lord Si nr SB — 
Umitted to one or few, like our contracted 
Minds, 


2 — a, 1 he. — . — 
7 


nd Mt. — as. of #3 


: pag and, uncertain PORTS rage) 


comical Fatigue: The whole of which, is a 


oe. Dearb of i good"Lady And Friend. 


Mind but condeſcends to the Title and Of: 
a Friend to all be faithful 1 
1 th "thankful for the Taftes of his Goodne 
in Creature-Friendſhip; but the utmoſt Per- 
fection of that is but a feint Shadow pf the 
Divine, and of what 1 find in mine ct 
Lover and Friend the Lord eſus Chriſt, whoſe 
Friendſhip has not the Irageme! "which 
all Creatüre-Enjoymen s have, of b ng 5 


aer 74 


5 en, af, | e up hi oe | 


u Pretend to de gerne with ny 
955 le 1 will 4 you a ſho 
ry. of what has paſsd with us Ban Chrifts 
mas: You remember, 1 now live with a TO 
may ald a Milimer, (I fi 801 poſe from the mul- 
titũ Wo that ſuch ordinaril Tide 
in, öh tn the Country.) It is a 
dent and laudable Cuſtom with him, to caſt 
up p his, Shop, for the moſt, part once à Year, 
love not to be i norant of any thing that 
falls in my Way without Trouble; and there- 
fore, to divert my Mind, I have fometimes 
engaged with him in ſome little part of this 


thorough Scrutiny into all that has been 
bought and ſold, and got by it, and into what 
remains. ' In order to is, abundance of Files, 
of Bills, Letters, and Receipts, beſides Books, 
were to be examined : But my Province. was 
only to aſſiſt in Meaſuring and Contenting 
(in Engliſn, to write on every Piece, after 
meaſured, what it contained;) the Tryal of 
Gains was left to themſelves, and held them 
to it Night and Day, and _ one was Fw 

ant 
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Ms Tradeſman caſting, ip bis: Shas, 


 ſant and chearful at the Cancluſion, I e 
ſtulated with my Landlord the Abe 
Trouble of this, for one that had, no reaſon 
to ſulpect his CircumRances; but was Anſwer⸗ 
ed, That, beſides the Pleaſure of proving it, 
their Fat! HUE, Trade could not . ſo. ſucceſsful, 
eaſy, and beautiful I without, it : The, Kale, o 
what, had bach gen bought, direct to; what's 


to be bought again, b findi what Vip 
been ſold + bet ade 225 > 725 Had been 


| miſplaced, and Fun vg = ave been loft, is 


now 1n order again, and readily found : Be- 


ſides, the Gain made a Recompepce for) the 
Trouble, and was an help to T _ 


| G. Nox, my dear Friends, 18 WS. 


wiſe. for this World, why: ſhbul 
weak Ty the other? And, d yet how Vir 2 


there, that 8 Gat Berne. che | 


Dexterit? earfulneſs, 7 
trirituaf s Trade; 1 I; bluſh, = my pit "oath 


and Folly, and endeavour to, commend 2 | 


Examinaticn to m Thoughts my Ori mas 
Diverſion. The efult of a my Laudlord 
Trouble, aſſures him he has gain d by la 
Year's Trade, but can give him only ſome 
probable Conjectures how he may Thrive Vis 


next, together with many fears — Joking. b . 
00 , 


ſome unfaſhionable — „ which he 

upon with heavy Sighs. But if upon ſerious 
Search I can find I have gain'd any true Grace, 
TI am ſure of its encxeaſe, and that it can ne- 
ver be loſt, or become "uſeleſs. Can I but 


Find Faith as a grain of Muſtard- Seed, 1 can 


ſafely conclu.e, it will grow to a Tree: The 
Path of the Juſt, as a ſhining Light, will ſhine 


more and more to the perfect Day. If I Sigh 


over the Weakneſs of my Grace, I am yet 


e when I read the Encomiums of 


my 


3 5 Aa. head nd TY 


On 4 Tradeſman caſting up his Shop. 


my compaſſionate Redeemer, on the weak 
Faith of many that addreſs'd to him in the 
Days of his Fleſh——Therefore, my good 
Friend, let us call in the Aſſiſtance of others, 
and diligently ſearch our Hearts and Ways, 
and follow it to a comfortable Concluſion, 


and then my Diverſion might be Uſeful to 


my ſelf, and you 


Upon the Death of a Siſter. 


-] Thought I could with leſs Diſturbance 
1 have parted with a Siſter, than I find 
I can; I did hope that Death would not have 
begun at the wrong end of the Regiſter- 


Book; but they are Seniors in the beſt Senſe, ' 
who have ſooneſt done their Work, and are. 


firſt fit for Glory: Tho? I could not not have 
2 with a Siſter without Tears, to any 

iſtant Country upon Earth, tho it had been 
to her own Advantage, yet Reaſon would 
have blamed, and ſoon overcome ſuch a fond 
and fooliſh Paſſion: And ſurely, Religion then 
ſhould do no leſs, but more, when ſhe is in a 
far higher and happier Preferment than all 
this World could pretend to offer. Our All- 
wiſe Creator firſt form'd our maſſy Lump, and 
then inſpired it; and when he is pleas'd to 
diſſolve the Compoſitum, it is not that either of 
the conſtituent Parts ſhould be deſtroy'd : But 


the Diſſolution, as to the Righteous, with re- 


gard to their Souls, is immediate Glory; and 
with regard to their Bodies, but a Refining, 


in order to a Re-union: The forſaken Man- 


ſion is, indeed, a melancholly Object; and it 
is very affecting to cloſe the dear Eyes that 


were wont to delight us ſo with their ſilent 
O Rhetorick 3 
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Upon the Death of a Siſter. 


Rhetorick ; but we more than water the Body 
ſown in Duſt, while we dim our Proſpe& of 
their Glory. Why ſhould I wiſh the Soul in 
this Body ſtill, merely to ſay I had a Siſter 
in ſuch a Place? What if Heaven (where ſhe 
3s) be farther off? I am ſure, as that is more 
ſuitable, fo it ought to be nearer to my im- 
mortal Part: And may I not ftill have Com- 
munion with her, and with the glorious Com- 
pany ſhe keeps, by loving, praiſing, admir- 
ing, and adoring the fame GOD, tho' I am 
et on Earth? May I not rejoyce in the 
houghts of meeting her, among the Spirits 
of the Juſt made Perfect? Free from what ſhe 
end I were lately bemoaning together, the 
Fleſh luſting againg the Spirit? Surely, they, 

have more Courage, better Succeſs, or ſels Di 
ficulty than I, who can wiſh that War pro- 
tracted— But ſhe has now paſs'd the Pikes, 
O happy Soul! Her Body, indeed, is fown in 
Corruption, and cannot defend it ſelf from 
Worms, and is putrifying and loathſome at 
preſent, but it will not be always ſo. If the 
innate Deſires of Re- union could not per- 
ſwade me of a Reſurrection, yet the infalli- 
ble Word of GOD has aſſur'd me of it; and 
that it ſhall aftiſe, not as it was ſown, a na- 
tural and ſluggiſh Body, but agil and ſpright- 
ly, and fit to ſerve its ſuperior and vigorous 
Soul. It is a pleaſure to me ſometimes to 
think of the Luſtre and Activity of glorified 
Bodies, which reſt not either Day or Night, 
nor ſuffer any Decays, Imperfections, Pauſes, 
or Interruptions, in their high and DAPPF 
? 


\ 


Employments ; but the greateſt pleaſure of al 
to think of being for ever with the Lord 


To 


To One under great Afifions and ſpiritual 
. bis "LY Fears. | 


"i Cannot forget my Promiſes of Praying 
for you, and Writing to you: I daily at- 
tempt the one, and wiſh I could perform it 
better: And as to the other, I ſhould be glad 
if my Pen could help your Faith and Patience, 
under the ſmarting Rod (IJ hope I may ſay) 
of your heavenly Father, for ſo it may be, 
tho' accompanied with angry Frowns : *Tis 
true, Afflictions in themſelves cannot be Proofs 
of * Son's-ſhip; but we are fully aſſured by 
the ſacred Scriptures, that the ſoreſt 3 
are very conſiſtent with that Priviledge: 
The Experience of many of 60 D's Favou- 
rites confirm it: All the Promiſes of Support 
under, Benefit by, and Deliverance from ſuch 
Troubles, ſuppoſe it; yet our guilty Souls are 
too apt to miſconſtrue fatherly Chaſtiſements, 
for the Revenges of an Enemy; or to think 
there is more Anger than Love in them, and 
to murmur that they are ſo long and heavy. 
But the All-wiſe Father of our Spirits cannot 
miſtake in Meaſuring, Timing, and Appoint- 
ing his Methods of healing Souls: If Guilt 
makes you fear his Wrath, rather than taſte 
his Love in your Afflictions, you ſhould caſt 
your guilty Soul upon him for promiſed Reſt; 
and may be well aſſured, that GOD will 
not exact the Debt from the Offender and the 
Surety too: Fly 1 to that Refuge, that 
ſure Hope, that juſtifying Righteouſneſs, and 
then you will find no Fury in G OD, how 

O 2 grievous 
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To One under great Aﬀiidtions, Kc. 


grievous ſoever your Afflictions are ou 
have Liberty to pray for Pity and Help as 
well as David, who, when he had aching 
Bones, had a ſenſe of Guilt alſo, even of 
ſcandalous Sins——If your own or others Cries 
for you ſeem yet unheard, it might be our 
Miſtake, to urge for preſent Eaſe, without a 
due reſpect for future Cure. Sin is the worſt 
Diſeaſe, its Cure is to be ſought, tho by the 


rougheſt Methods: The Children of GOP 


are agreed in this, and yet can ſcarce ſubmit 
the Means to the infallible Phyſician : Tho' 
we can truſt a Surgeon to apply a Cauftick 
(tho* of Lapis Infernalis) and let it lie his 
Time, if there be any hope of Cure; yet 
how hardly can we ſubmit on higher Reaſon, 
ſurer Hope, or happier Experience, to him, 


whoſe Word of Truth aſſures us, that every 


thing he does ſhall do us good, both purge 
away our Sins, and make us Partakers of 
his Holineſs. I muſt confeſs, theſe Lines 
upbraid my own fooliſh Choice oftentimes 
for my ſelf and Friends, but I pray and wait 
for better Submiſſion to the heavieſt Strokes, 
either on me or them 


To 


Various Diſpenſations argued and juſtified. 
Fa | 5 

＋ Have been long your Debtor for a very 

kind and comfortable Letter, whic 
came ſeaſonably to Hand, as I was groaning 
under great Pain, and Sympathizing with 
others in bitter Affliction: Since then, I bleſs 
G OD, I have ſeen brighter Days, but Clouds 
have return'd after Rain upon others: And 
may not all this Je together commend the 
variegated Diſpenſations of Providence? Had 
all our Days been Halcion, would they have 
been ſo ſafe or uſeful? Had all been Sable, 
how diſconſolate? Were all the Children in 
equal Smart, under the Rod together, we 
ſhould be too ready to make ſome unworthy 
Reflection on the All-wiſe Diſcipline? Were 
not all Alternately ſo, we ſhould be ready 
to ſuſpe& their Son-ſhip? O the depth of 
iſdom, that poor ſhallow Mortals can ne-- 
ver. fathom! Yet how proud and peeviſh 
when any Thing denied, at our own Time, 
which we fancy to be good for us! Had I 
been always Well, and at Eaſe, how chill a 
Sympathy muſt I have had with the dear 
_ afflicted Members of Chriſt? Had you been 
never ſo, I had wanted your experimental 
Conſolations. And if the brief Hints of this 
beautiful Variety can afford ſuch Pleaſure 
here, how bright and glorious, how raviſhing 
and ſweet, will it be when unfolded in E- 
ternal Glory! And why ſhould I be impa- 
tient of, or fear the darkeſt Scene, that ſhall 
end in brighteſt Glory ? Yet, with Shame 
and Sorrow, I confeſs, the fear of what I may 
feel, has been as afflictive to me, as moſt I 
O 3 have 
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Various Diſpenſations argued, &c. 


have felt: Yea, when I have found good 
hope of an Intereſt in GOD, and after a 
Thouſand Experiences of his never-failing 
Compaſſions, confuting my guilty Fears. This 
childiſh, or rather unchild-like Diſtemper, 1 
think, encreaſes with my Years, and is part- 
ly occafioned by frequent and cloſe Converſe 
with many of my Superiors in Grace, under 
bitter Afflictions, living and dying: And 
when I ſee what is done to the green Trees, I 
am apt to an exceſs of Fear what ſhall be 
done to the dry. Fain I would .cheriſh an 
awful, while I ſubdue a ſlaviſh Fear; but 
this I cannot do of my ſelf, and therefore 
beg it of the GOD of all Grace, in which 
I crave your Aſſiſtance 


CHAP. IX. 
Some Fragments of V E RSES which ſhe 


often repeated, not for their Elegancy, 


ſo much as Suitableneſs to her State 
and Temper. 


I. An Acknowledgment of Mercies. 
N Nature's Womb thy Fingers did me nale, 
And from the Wonl thou did ſt me ſafely take - 
From Breaſt thou haſt me nurs'd my Li 1 throughout, 
That I can ſay I never wanted Ought. 
In youthful Wandrings thou baſt ftaid my Slide; 
In all my Fournies thou baſt been my Guide. 
Thon haſt me ſav'd from many an unknown Danger, 
And given me Favour where I was a Stranger. 
In all my Meals, my Table thou haſt ſpread, 
In all my Lodgings thou haſt made my Bed. 
Thou haſt me Clad with changes of Array, 
And made my Houſe ſtill better every Way. 
In all my Troubles thou haſt- beard my Voice, 
In both my Matches thou haſt made my Choice. 
Oft bave I felt the Workings of thy Grace, / 
And ſeen, thro Chriſt, thy pleaſant ſmiling Face. 
This is the Heaven on Earth, if any be, 
For This and All, my Soul thus Praiſes Thee. 
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2. A Reflection upon Age. 


| D m Eyes, deaf Ears, cold Stomach, ſhew 
My Diſſolution 3s in View. 
The Shuttle's thrown, my Race is Run, 
My Sun is ſet, my Work is done. 
O 4 My 


A Reflection upon Age. 


My Span is out, my Tale is told, | 

My Hover decay d, and Stock growy old. 

The Dream is paſt, the Shadom's fled, 

My Soul now longs for Chriſt, my Head. | 
T've liv'd to Seventy Six, or nigh, q 
GOD calls at laſt, and now I'll die. 


3. Muſculus's Swan-like S O N G before bis 
Death. | 


Hr Death my Heart invades, and I muft die; 
O Chriſt, my Everlaſting Life, draw mgh ! 
PF by quiver” ſt thou, my Soul, within my Breaſt ? 
Ty Angel's come to take thee to thy Reft. 

Quit chearfully this tottering Houſe of Clay, 

G OD will re-build it at th' appointed Day. 

IT know thy Sins, but let not them he urg'd, 

All thoſe have with the Blood of Chriſt been purg d. 
Ts Death affrighting ? True ; but yet withal, 
Remember, Chriſt, thro Death, to Life doth call. 
He'll Triumph over Satan, Sin, and Death; 

T berefore with Foy reſign thy dying Breath, 


4. The Benighted Soul Encouraged. 


WE art thou nom? Thy Day is Night , 
Be not afraid, thou ſtill art Right, 
The Way to Heaven hes by the Gates of Hell; 
Chear up, Believe, and all ſball yet go well, 


5. The 


5. The Paſſing- Bell. 


: Op" boneft Sexton, take thy Spade, 
And let my Grave be quickly made. 
Thou ftill art ready for the Dead. 
Like a kind Hoſt to make their Bed : 
I now am come to be thy Gueſt, 
In ſome dark Lodging give me Reſt : 
I'm very weary, full of Pain, 
And of my Pilgrimage complain; 
Heaven's Decree I waiting lie, 


And all my Wiſhes are to die. j 
Hark ! hark! I bear my Paſing-Bell ! 
I bear my Paſfing-Bell ! Farewel, 

Farewel ! my loving Friends, Farewel ! 
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CHAP. X. 


Some few Stanxa's out of ſome of thoſe man 
HYMNS and PSALMS, which ke 
had committed to Memory, and would of 
ten repeat with Peculiar Pleaſure. 


Mr. Watts's Hymns, B. Ii 4. 


HE dear Delights we here Enjoy, 
And fondly call. our ny ; 

Are but ſhort Favours borrow'd now, 
To be repaid anon. 


Peace all our angry Paſſions then, 
Let each Rebellious Sigh, 

Be ſilent at his Sovereign Will, 
And. every Murmur die. 


If ſmiling _ crowns our Lives, 
Its Praiſes ſhall be ſpread, 

And we'll adore the Juſtice too 
That ſtrikes our Comforts dead. 


H. 6, 


Great GOD, I own thy Sentence Juſt, 
And Nature muſt decay, | 

I yeild my Body to the Duſt, 

To dwell with Fellow-Clay. 


H. 15. 


Let me but hear my Saviour ſay, | 
Strength ſhall be equal to thy Day 


— — 


HTMNS and PSALMS 307 
Then I rejoyce in deep Diſtreſs, 
Leaning on All-ſufficient Grace, 


H. 17. 


O for an overcoming Faith, 
To chear my dying Hours; 

To Triumph o're the Monſter, Death, 
And all his frightful Powers! 


If Sin be pardon'd, I'm ſecure, 
Death hath no Sting beſide; 

The Law gives Sin its damning Power, 
But Chriſt my Ranſom dy'd, 


H. 86. 


How ſhould the Sons of Adam's Race, 
Be pure before their GOD? 
If he contend in Righteouſneſs, 


We fall beneath his Rod. 


To vindicate my Words and Thoughts, 
TIl make no more Pretence ; 

Not one of All my thouſand Fau'ts, 
Can bear a juſt Defence. | 


H. 87. 


O may thy pardoning Grace be nigh, 
Leſt we ſhould Faint, Deſpair, and Die! 
Thus ſhall our better Thoughts apprqve, 
The Methods of thy chaſtening Love. 


H. 103. 


208 HYMNS and PSALMS; 


| 1 
H. 103. \ 
Firm as his Throne, his Promiſe ſtands, 
And he can well ſecure, 
What I've committed to his Hands, 7 
Till the Deciſive Hour. 


Then will he own my worthleſs Name, 
Before his Father's Face; | 
And in the New Feruſalem, 
Appoint my Soul a Place. 


HE; 230. 


Dear Father, let me never be 
Joyn'd with the boaſting Phariſee. 

{ have no Merits of my own, 

But plead the Sufferings of thy Son. 


I. 146. 


O let me climb thoſe higher Skies, 

Where Storms and Darkneſs never Riſe! 
Where Chriſt diſplays his. Power abroad, 
And Shines and Reigns Incarnate G O D. 


Nor Earth, nor Seas, nor Sun, nor Stars, 
Nor Heaven his full Reſemblance bears 
His Beauties we can never Trace, 
Till: we behold him Face to Face. 


5 


BEES. > . . 


Why do we mourn, departing Friends? 
Or ſhake at Death's Alarms? 

Tis but the Meſſage Jeſus ſends, 
To call them to his Arms. 


Are 


HYMNS and PSAL MS 


Are we not tending Upwards too, 
As faſt as Time can move? 

Nor would we wiſh the Hours more flow 
To keep us from our Love, 1 


The Graves of all his Saints he bleſt, 
And ſoftened every Bed; * 

Where ſhould the dying Members reſt, 

But with the dying Head? 


H. 20. 


Why is my Heart ſo far from Thee, 
My GOD, my chief Delight! 

Why are my Thoughts no 'more by Day 
With Thee, no more by Night ? | 


Why ſhould my fooliſh Paſſions rove ? 
Where can ſuch Sweetneſs be, 
As I have taſted in thy Love, 
As I have found in Thee? 


Trifles of Nature, or of Art, 
With fair deceitful Charms, 

Intrude upon my thoughtleſs Heart, 
And thruſt me from thy Arms. 


Wretch that I am! to wander thus, 
In chaſe of fond Delight ! 

Let me be faſten'd to thy Croſs, 

Rather than loſe thy Sight. 


Make haſte my Days to reach the Goal, 
And bring my Heart to Reſt, 

On the dear Center of my Soul, 
My G OD, my Saviour's Breaſt, 


4. H. 25. 


210 AYMNS and PSALMS. 
My drowſy Powers, why fleep ye ſo? 
— * ſluggiſh Soul! 1 11 855 
Nothing has half thy Work to do, 
Yet nothing's half ſo dull. 


How vain are all Things 


here below ! 
How falſe and yet how fair! 


Each Pleaſure hath its Poiſon too, 
And every ſweet a Snare. 


And deareſt Joys, and neareſt Friends, 
The Partners of our Blood, 

How they divide our wavering Minds, 
And leave but half for GOD. 


The Fondneſs of a Creature's Love, 
How ſtrong it ſtrikes the Senſe! 
Thither the warm Afſections move, 

Nor can we call them thence. . 


Dear Saviour, let thy Beauties be 
My SouPs Eternal Food; 

And Grace command my Heart away 
From all created Good. | 


E. 50. 


Now let the Lord, my Saviour ſmile, 
And ſhow my Name upon his Heart; 
I would forget my Pains awhile, 

And in the Pleaſure loſe the Smart. 


ant 
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HYMNS and PSALMSa 218 
But, oh! it ſwells my Sorrows high, 

. To ſee my bleſſed Feſw Frown; 
My Spirits fink, my Comforts die, 
And all the Springs of Life are down, 


Yet, why, my Soul, why theſe Complaints? 
Still whale he frowns, his Bowels move; 
Still on his Heart he bears his Saints, 
And feels their Sorrows; and his Love. 


K e 0 
My G.OD, the Spring of all my Joys, 
The Life of my Delights; 2 17%, = 


The Glory of my brighteſt Days, | 
And Comfort of my Nhe: Vit [ 


H. 61. 


My Soul come meditate the Day, 
And think how near it ftands, 

When thou muſt quit this Houſe of Clay, 
And fly to unknown Landes. 


H. 102, 


No, I'll repine at Death no more, 

But with a chearful Gaſp reſign, 

To the cold Dungeon of the Grave 
Theſe dying, withering Limbs of mine. 


Let Worms devour my waſting Fleſh, 
And crumble all my Bones to Duſt, 
My G OD ſhall raiſe my Frame anew, 
At the Revival of the Juſt. 


Break, ſacred Morning, thro' the Skies, 
Bring that delightful dreadful Day ; 


Cut 


HTMNS and PSALMS. 


Cut ſhort the Hours, dear Lord, and come, | 
Thy ling'ring Wheels, how long they ſtay ! 


H. 145. 


I love the Windows of thy Grace, 
Through which my Lord is ſeen , 
And long to meet my Saviour's Face, 

Without a Glaſs between. 


O that the happy Hour were come, 
To change my Faith to Sight ! 

T ſhall behold my Lord at home, . 

In a diviner Light. 


Haſte my Beloved, and remove 
Theſe interpoſing Days; 

Then ſhall my Paſſions all be Love, 
And all my Pow'rs be Praiſe. 


Mr. Watts's Pſalms, Pſal. 3. 


= with the Burdens of the Day, 
1 To thee I rais'd an Evening Cry: 
Thou heardſt when IT began to Pray, 
And thine Almighty Help was nig 


Supported by thine hegvenly Aid, 
I d me down and flept ſecure: 
Not Death ſhould make my Heart afraid, 
Tho' I ſhould. wake and riſe no more, 


Pſal. 16, 


Tho? in the Duſt I tay my Head, | 
Yet, gracious G OD, thou wilt not leave 
My Soul for ever with the Dead, 
Nor loſe thy Children in the Grave. 


HYMNS and PSALMS 
My Fleſh ſhall thy firſt Call obey, 
Shake of the Duſt, and 'ziſe on high; 


Then ſhall thou lead the wond'rous Way 
Up to thy Throne above the Sky. 


Pal. 1 7 


This Life's a Dream, an empty Show; 

But the og World, to which I go, 
Hath Joys ubſtantial and ſincere, 

When ſhall I wake, and find me there? 


Oh! glorious Hour! O bleſs'd Abode ! 
I ſhall be near, and like my GOD! 
And Fleſh and Sin no more controul - 
The facred Pleaſures of my Soul. 


My Fleſh ſhall ſlumber in the Ground, 
Till the laſt Trumpet's joyful Sund; 
Then burſt the Chains with ſweet Surpriſe, 
And in my Saviour's Image riſe, 


ot; af Pal. 18. 


That Sin that cloſe beſets me ſtill, 
That works and ſtrives againſt my Will; 
When ſhall thy Spirit's Sovereign Power 
Deſtroy it, that it riſe no more! 


Pſal. 23. 


Tho' I walk thro! the gloomy Vale, 
Where Death and all its Terrors are; 

My Heart and Hope ſhall never fail, 
For G O D, my Shepherd's, with me there. 


| 5 
8 Pal. 


And Teek- 2455 Face, an 


HYMNS and PSALMS. 


Let me e thy Power and Truth proclaim, 
To the ſurviving Ape, 

And leave a Savour o Uy Name, 
When I ſhall quit the Stage. 


Eſal. 84 


Bleſsd are the Saints, who ſit on high, 
Around thy Throne of Majeſty; 

Thy brighteſt Glories' ſhine above, 

And all their Work 1 is Praiſe and Love. 


- Bleſs'd are the Souls that find a Place 
Within the Temple of thy Grace; 


There they behold. thy 7 — Rays, 0; 
earn thy Praiſe. 


Pa. r 2 


The facred Truths .GOD's Lips pronounce, 
Shall firm as Heaven endure ; 

And if he ſpeaks a Promiſe once, 
Tl eternal Grace is fure, 


Vid. 


My Covenant I will neer revoke, 


ut keep my Grace in mind, 


And what eternal Love hath ſpoke, 


Eternd) Truth ſhall bind, 


pſal. 90. 


Our Vitals with laborious Strife, 
Bear up the crazy Load, 


HT MNS P SAL. 
And drag theſe poor Remains of Life 
Along the tireſome Bad. 


Our Souls would learn the heavenly ar 
T' improve the Hours zwe har 9 
That we may Ac zhe wifer Part ! 


And live Beyend abe Grave. 20 KUN DHA 
fal. 9 


21H! brig fte 4 
: —S « ASI OE 100 

Then ſhall. 1 fre, api cheing! and "eas, 2H 

All J deſir'd, or Wilk d Dei; Par. 

And every Power find ſweet Employ, 

In that eternal Wogld of * 


1 5 77 

1 . 1 Fal 74 I. 119. 7 x1 —t I 

Whey * links And irits oy, | 
hy Pramiſes' of ehe 


* 5 to ſupport m 
And chere 1 write th ny Hops,” 


Ibid. 


Father, I bleſs th My gentle Hand; 

How kind was thy chaſtiſing Rod 

That fore'd my Conſcience to a ſtand, 
And brought my wand'ring Soul to G OD! 


| 11. 12 
1 


Pſal. 139. 
Lord! ſearch my Soul, try every Thought 3 ; 
Tho' my own Heart accuſe me not, 


Of _ ing in a falſe Diſguiſe, 
I beg the Tryal of thine Eyes. 


2 Pſal, 


_- HTMNS and PSAL IS. 


Pfel. 4. 


When Sin and Hell their Force; unite, 
GOD makes my Soul his Care, 
Inſtructs me to the heaven! y Fight, | 

And _ guards me thro the 4 


A Friend and Helper ſo Divine, 
Doth my weak Courage raiſe ; 
He makes the tall de Vie Victory mine, | 
And his enen. ab 1 


* Pal. 146. 


PH praiſ; e my Maker with my Breath ; 

And when my Voice 1s loſt in Death, 
Praiſe ſhall employ my nobler Powers; 

My Days of Praiſe ſhall- ne'er be paſt, 

While Life, and Thought, and gal laſt 
Or 3 endures. 
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0 ' To the Reverend 


Mr. Samuel Bur _ 

Honoured and dear Sir, EH 

T was a great Reſpect you on your old un- 
I worthy Friend e nge you ſingled me 
out to Preach among you upon the ſorrowful Occaſion 
of Mrs. Bury's Death and Funeral : Ion have done 
me ſtill a greater Honour, in ſuffering ſo plain a 
Diſcourſe to wait upon that excellent and moſt affe- 
= Account you 426 given of her Life and Cha- 
racter. | 

I think you have no reaſon to fear the Cenſures 
of the Age, vain and conceited as it is; they that 
will peruſe yeur Narrative, will find ſuch Things 
in it, as muſt certainly ſtrike upon whatever of Con- 
ſcience yet remains with them: As for thoſe that 
make Religion their Buſineſs, I am well aſſured they 
cannot but receive it with unuſual Pleaſure and 
Advantage. It is a Life that will condemn the 
World : It is a Life that ws 7 ee Fa: Aoi 
many, - whoſe Hearts are upright wit * | 
while they bluſh at ei e Failures, they will ' 
' rejoyce at the Diſcoveries of ſuch Beauties of Holi- 

neſs and Riches of Grace. ; 
Ton have been kind to us all, in communicating 
ſo much of the excellent Life and Soul of your 
deareſt Relation: Tou would not have done well, 
bad you kept it all to your ſelf, the Light is too 

great to be put under a Buſhel ; ſhe was born, and 
born again to be an Example, and who knows how 
many in this ſloathful Age may be hereby ſtirred up 
to an boly Emulation, | 
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To the Reverend Mr. Samuel Bury. 


It was ſome Satisfaction to my ſelf to hear the Text 
T had choſen was ſo often mentioned by her, and 
with ſo much Pleaſure : ] have long thought it to be 
a moſt comprehenſive and important Scripture, I 
. take Shame to my ſelf, that I have not managed 
it better, and yet I bope and pray that GOD will 
not wholly with-bold bis Bleſing from the weak En- 


deavours of 


our Affectionate Servant, 


and Fellow-Servant, 


N Tong. 


Mrs. 


Mrs. Elizabeth Burys 
15 uneral Sermon. 


2 Tim. I. 12: Latter Part. 


For I know whom I have believed, and I 
am perſwaded that He is able to keep 


that which I have committed to Him 


againſt that Day. 


T is an awful and unexpected Providence 

that has called me to ſpeak unto you this 
Day: You ſee the Perſons and Families of 
Miniſters are as obnoxious to Death, as others; 
thoſe who make it their whole Study and Bu- 
1855 to build up the Houſe of GOD, muſt 
ſubject themſelves to the Father of Spirits 
when he thinks fit to pull down theirs. And 
if the breaking up of our Families here be- 
low ſhall contribute to the making up of the 
great Aſſembly above, what have we to do 
but to bow our Knee to the GOD and Father 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, of whom the whole 
Family, both in Heaven and Earth, is t 
e s: — | ou 
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. thoſe great Words of 


Mrs. Elizabeth Brity'; s 


You are all ſenſible that our honoured Bro- 
ther and Companion in the Kingdom and Pa- 
tience of our Lord Jeſus, is 1060 by Death, 
deprived of the deareſt Partner of his Cares 
and Comforts; but it 1s hardly poſſible for 

u to know how great a. Loſs he hath ſu- 
Agined ed: I mean, with. ves en to thofe excel- 
lent Qualifications, natural and gracious, with 
— the great GOD had ſo amply endowed 

er. 

I muft reſtrain my ſelf from going ſo far i in- 
to her Character, as my long Acquaintance 
with her and high Eſteem far her would prompt 
me to: Should T tell you, that by the advan- 
tage of a liberal and —— Education, a quick 


and comprehenſive Genius, cultivated: by great 


Application, ſhe was able to conſult her Bible 
in the Original Languages, and to judge as 

well, and diſcourſe as clearly, in almoſt eve- 
ty Science, {ſacred and humane, as moſt Per- 
ſons. of the Age: You muſt either think me 
extravagant in the Account, or you muſt con- 
clude, that in rational and religious Attain- 
ments; there is neither Male nor Female, but 


Chriſt 3 is all and in all, 


I am perſwaded, thoſe that have had the 2 
portunity to obſerve her relative Piet 
admirable CEconomy, her wile and- ani 
Friendſhip, will not blame 75 as ſay ir 
partial or invidieus brag EA I ap 4 =P, For 

e Royal Preacher, 
Prov. xxx1. 29. Many Donghters have done veto 
ly, but thou ha /f ee them all. 

But that Which both my Text and Deſign 
leads me more directly to obſerye, is that firm 
and conſtant Reliance u the great GOD 
and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, Which enabled 
her to to improve Life to fo much Advan- 

tage, 


Funeral SER MON. 

tage, and to encounter Death with ſuch hol 
Comfort and Courage, Fer fie bnew whawe- the 
had truſted, and was Fre He was able to heep 
[the great Depoſitum | that which ſhe had com- 
mitted to Him againſt that Da 

In this Portion of Scripture, the Apoſtle 
Pan, Who was now a Prifoner at Rome, endea- 
yours to fortify Timothy, and others, againſt 
the Scandal of the Croſs : He had already ſuf- 
fered much, and he daily expected to ſuffer 
more; but none of them ought to take Of- 
fence at his Afffictions, for he ſuffered in an 
honourable Cauſe, ſuch as the beſt Men in the 
gc need not be aſham'd of; it was for 

- =p àmong the Gentiles that everlaſting 

Fr oma Life and Immortality are 

be 100 Light, ver. 10, 11. And then he 
had thoſe ſweet and ſtrong Supports under 
his Sufferings, as kept him from any Diſtur- 
banee'and Confuſion of Mind, and enabled him 
in * Serenity and Patience, to poſſeſs his 

12. 

Now 1 (it muſt be worth our while to en- 
quire what it was that give him that Calmneſs 
and Comfort in the Views of a cruel Death; 
why, he had ſettled his great Concerns in a 
afe Hand, by a ſpecial Traft, and now he was 
ated” for” al Events; ms whom I have 


waſhed, &e. 
Where we may obſerve two Things; 


5 eat The prudent Courſe that he had taken to 
fecure his moſt valuable Intereſts, 


n. The $atiofa ion he took in re-viewing 
what he had done; I whom I have ref 


ee A. 


224 Mrs. Elizabeth Bury. 4 
Firſt The prudent Courſe and Care he had 


taken to ſecure his moſt valuable tete in : 

a Late: Hund, by a ſpecial Truſt. | t 

| | Here we muſt diſtinaly conſider, | a 

| 1. The Matter of the Truſt, the Depoſtum, ; 

2. The Truſtee, y * 18 nt ; | 

3. The Deed of Trult; And, , 


rb Uſes of N Tat 1 0 59 


\ Fiſt, The Mater of the Dal or Wt 
entruſted It is only. expreſs'd WW, me 
in the, Original, we are not told 
what it was and. therefore ſome have pes 
be meant the-Goſpel: -Chriſt had committed 
that Diſpenſatien to him, 1. Cor. ix. 17. and Pay | 
had been faithful in it, but now wee 
baſſador in Bonds, ready to be ber 
and ont of a great regard to the. a 1 
duceeſs of the Goſpel, when he could no more 
promote it himſelt, he recommitted it. to Am 
from whom he had received it, believing t 
— * and Saviour, Whoſe Intereſt, i 1 wa 
d nat ſuffer it to ſink in the. World, hut 
Sold raiſe up others to carry it on, , when 
he was laid in the Duſt. 
And deubtleſs, this muſt . wich 7 reat 
Weight upon the Spirit of the Apoſtle : They 
that believe the Goſpel, and have agua by 
Experience the Truth, and Power, and 
lency of it, will be grestiy concern d, th 
when they die, it may live and flouriſh.;. It 
was. the Deſire of Moſes, \ when he ſaw le 
and the Men of his Generation dying in the 
N | | | W1 der help, 


2 
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Funeral SERMON. 
Wilderneſs, that the Work and Intereſt of 
G O D might live and prevail, Pfal. xc. 16. Let 
thy Work appear to thy Servants, and thy Glory to 
their Children, n © 25 JO AE STINT EF 

But I can hardly think this to be the Apo- 
ſtle's meaning; the Goſpel is often ſaid to be 


committed by Chriſt to Men, but never, that I 


know of, ſaid to be committed by Men to 
Chriſt. 4 | 7 . Id * 9 471 
Not to mention other Conjectures, it: ſeems 
to me, that the Thing entruſted was the Soul, 
and its everlaſting Happineſs, this was-every 
way fit and worthy to be made the Matter of 
fo ſolemn a Truſt: For we all know; whatever 
prudent Men take care to have ſettled and ſe- 
cured by a Deed of Truſt, has theſe two Pro- 
pert ies in it, it is ſomething of Value, and ſome- 


thing in Danger. 3 3 ; 
1. Something of Value: No wiſe Man will 
be at the Trouble of : ſecuring that by a ſpe- 


cial Truſt, which is in it ſelf, and to him, a 


trivial and worthleſs Thing. It is certain, 
the Soul is of a ſufficient Value to make it 
fit to be the Matter of this ſacręed Truſt; I 
muſt not enlarge upon this Subject, the Va- 
lue of the Soul, how excellent it is upon the 


account of its Nature, Faculties, and Duration, 


I ſhall ſatisfy my ſelf at preſent only to ſug- 
geſt, that our Souls are our Selves, and when 
they are loſt, all is loſt with us; and that a 
Soul loſt under the Goſpel, is loſt 7xrecoverably. 
Our Souls are our ſelves, ſo much the beſt 
part of our ſelves, that they may well give 
Denomination to the whole. Lou will ob- 
ſerve, that whereas the Evangeliſt Matthew ren- 
ders the Words of Chriſt, hat ball it profit a 
Man if he gain the whole World, and loſe bis own 
Soul, Chap. xvi, 26. LZuke puts them * 
| | | at 


226 Mrs, Elizabeth Bury's 
F hat ic u Man: advantaged if be gain the wile n 
World, and loje bimſelf,” or be 'a caffeanay - If ba 
the Soxl be\.loſt, the Man i, le,, he is. cat uf 
away, there is nothing ſaved where the Soul is 
loft, Luke-1x.'25: rt Jide u 1 108 
And a Soul loſt under the Goſpel, is loſt he- 
youd all Recovery. We were all by the Sin of 
our Nature brought into a laſt State, according 
the the tenor of the firſt Govenant; but that 
Loſs was not irrecoverable, GO Þ deviſed a 
Means that his Banyhed might not be for 
ever expelled from him; but af we be-loſt in 
Impenitency and Unbelief, rejecting the Go- 

ſpel- Salvation, there remains no more Sacri- 
e for Sin; bat all a Man give in St 
For bis Soul? He has deſpiſed the only ſuffi- 
cient Ranſom, and if he could' pain' the whole 
World, at the Expence of his Soul, he could 
not at the Expence of the whole World re- 
cover that loft Soul again, and therefore: has 
made an undoing Bargain. Now aa Thing of 
ſuch Value deſerves to be ſecured in the moſt. 
effectual manner. 
2. Something in Danger: The very Nature 
of à Security ſuppoſes this, that without ſpe ; 
cial Care taken we ſhall ſuſtain great Loſs; 
do I need to tell you, that our Souls, which are 
ſo precious, are in danger of being loſt for 
ever? I will not inſiſt upon the danger they 
are in from the Allurements of this preſent 
World, which, while they careſs the bon] of 
Man, moſt inſidiouſſy endeavour to defile and 
deſtroy it; nor ſhall I enlarge upon the dan- 
ger our Souls are in from the Temptations of 
the Devil we are not ignorant of his Devices, 
he is very skilful, and has been very ſucceſsful 
in the ruction of precious souls: He Was 
more than a Match for Man in * 
an 


rale 


3 e bee n. 2 


* MX ma. 


Funeral SER MON; 


and has, in particular Inſtances, ſhamefully 


baffled ſome of the beſt Men that ever lived 
upon the Earth, who have carried their Wounds 
with them to their Graves; but that which I 


ſhall offer to your Thoughts on this Point is, 


that the Soul of Man is in the greateſt danger 
from it ſelf : We juſtly think thoſe Perſons in 


eat danger of being ruined, that have in 


emſelves a ſtrong Inclination to ſuch Com- 
pany and ſuch a courſe of Life as would be 
ruinous to them. What can ſuve that Man 
that is bent upon his own Deſtruction? This 
is our caſe hy Nature, our Minds and Con- 
ſciences are ſo, depraved, that if we be left 
to our own. Counſels and Propendions,” we 
ſhall certainly deſtroy our ſelves, and there- 
fore it is neceſſary for us to put it out of our 
own Power, to put our ſelves into better 
Hands than our own; ſome proſuſe Perſons 
have had fo much Prudence left them, that, 
knowing their own Weakneſs, they have ſet- 
tled their Eftates in Truſt, that it might not 
be in their own Power to ruin themſelves 
and their Families: Why ſhould the Children 
of this World be wiſer in their Generation, 
than the Children of Light? Surely, we 
ſnould all guard againſt the evil Inclinations 


of our own. Hearts, and not only keep them 


with all diligence our ſelves, but commit 
them into the Hands of one who is able to 


keep them from thoſe evil Perſons, our ſelves. 


When David found. how the Cruelty, Ingrati- 
tude, and Perſidiouſneſs of San! 4 him 


to Impatience and Revenge, he apphy'd him- 
ſelf to GOD for his Security, not only from 
Saul, but from the irregular Paſſions of his 


own Mind, Pſal. xxxi. 5. Into thy Hauds I com- 


mend my Spirit, thou haſt redeemed ne, O Lord, 
my Sp baſt 805 
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Mr. Elizabeth Bury's 


Ul 


Same, I proceed in the next Place 
et 112 2 O01, ben 


to conſi Ag ad: ! 01, Bete 
Secondly, The Truſtee: And who was that? 
The Apoſtle himſelf knew who it was, I 
know whom: I have truſted, &c. but he has not 
expreſly told us, and yet it is no difficult 
thing to diſcover who he means; it muſt, 
doubtleſs, be our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
he is the next Antecedent mentioned in the 


„ 


tenth ng and he is every way fit for ſuch 


2 Truſt, and worthy of both, as he is GOD 


our Maker, and the Lord our Redeemer. _ 


21. As he is G O D our Mater; none but the 


Father of our Spirits is able to diſcharge ſo 
great a Truſt: When therefore the Apoſtle Pe- 


ter adviſes the perſecuted Believers to com- 


mit the keeping of their Souls to GO D, he 
mentions him under the Title of a faithful 
Creator, 1 Pet. iv. 19. thereby ſufficiently teach- 
we us, that he only that made our Souls can 

ſely keep them, and therefore he only is 
Rt to be entruſted with them. He that is 
able to keep the Soul of Man, muſt be per- 
ſectly jacquainted with all its Dangers and 


Diſorders: Now the Heart is deceitful above 


all: Things, and only throughly known to the 
moſt high GOD; our own Hearts often de- 
ceive us, the very Diſciples of Chriſt were 


greatly - miſtaken in the preſent Frame of 


their own Hearts, when they thought they 
were acted by a Spirit of Zeal for Chritt; he 
who knew them better than they knew them- 
felves, ſaw that they were ated by Pride, 
Paſſion, and Revenge, and roundly told them, 


Te know not what manner of Spirit ye are of, 
Luke IX. 35. i 


ce 
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Beſides, he Who is able to keep the Soul, 
muſt, be ſuperior, in Wiſdom and Power to all 
e Enemigs of the Soul put together; and 
5 Legions. of Enemies encamp about the 
Souls HR Ds People, and pay great. is. their 
Subtilty and their Strength: If he that is in 
1 Here eh eater than he that is in 
they 15 hep, | e the reſt of the World, 
be. ell 2 by Satan at his Will. 


Men h Foſh za, the Hi gh-Prieſt, ſtood before the 


Lord, Satan, ſtood = his right Hand to reſiſt 
him [ Hel. to be an Adverſary to him] What 
Help now has Foſbna againſt ſo formi able an 
Enemy? No other bu 1 the Lord himſelf— T he 
Lord "ſaid: unto Satan, the Lord rebuke thee, Zach. 
mi. 1 2. He was not put under the Protection 
of tlie 1 Se Hon: G * 17 uy 


* the Fir Dag Redeemer: J When we 
Chriſt as G O D/, web ave full fin- 
rance that he is able 3 5 hat rea- 
Jonchave We to belieye-that; he wi undertake 
the Fruſt; eſpecially, ſince we. cannot new com- 


mit unto him Spirits ſo clean and inngcent, 


as che Soul af Man was at his firſt Creation; 
could we do ſo, we might have Encouragement 
from that Relation of, a Creator, in hic 
G0 D ſtobd to us, to put our Sguls into, hi 


Hands, the Souls that he has made; but 7 
din has made us ſo unlike, what we, were at | 


firſt, that if we cannot look upon G0 D in 
ſome other Relation than that of Creator, we 

may queſtion whether he will accept of the 
Truſt .we "repoſe . in him: He might juſtly 
ſaygiThis is 4. Teople of no. Underſtanding, there- 
ore he that made them will not have . Mercy. on 
them, and he that formed them will bew them 10 
Privonr, Ia, Xxvii. 11. 8 he made them and 


formed 
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formed them, et that will not now entitle 
them to his Favour, for he did not make 
them that filthy fooliſh People | kt now 
they are. 

It is therefore become abſolutely n . 
| order to our 8 utting ſuch Confidence in 

879 D, that we bold view him in ſome 
other Relation than that of a Creator, and in 
ſuch à one as carries in it ſome Diſcoveries 

of Mercy and Favonr to fallen Man: And in 
his i GOD has placed himfelf before 


us in the Face and Perſon of Jeſus Chriſt,” as 


our Redeemer and Saviour; which ſuppoſes 
us to be Sinners, and provides a Refuge for 
us, that Iniquity may not be our Ruin: 80 


in Chriſt, not only althoy gh we are Sinhers! 
but becauſe we are, e for he has taken 
this Office upon him, for the fake of Sinners, 
the. 70 need not a ien but they 
that are Sick; his Name is Jeſus, for he ſaves 
his People from their Sins—And he would 
never have undertaken fuch an Office had he 
not been both willing and well pleafed* to 
perform it, 92 all thoſe that come. unto and 
„„ ie nm ons 
ccordi we find, when any of the 
vants of Fe 0 D have gone $510 this 
Concern of committing themſelves into he 
Hands of G OD, 10 Runde fixed their Eye 
upon him as their R edeemer, in the place be- 
fore mentioned, Pſal. Xxxi. 5. Into thy Hands T 
commend my Spirit; thou haſt redeemed me,” O Lord 
GOD of Truth. And when Stephen was * 
feripg up his Life and Soul to GOD in _ 
eyrdom, he faw the Glory of GOD, and Te 
Chriſt at the Right-hand of that 0 
but he does not immediately addreſs If 
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to that abſtracted Divine Glory of the GO D- 
head as ſuch, but unto GOD, as in Chriſt, 
Lord Je ſus receive my Soul, Acts vii. ult. In all 
our federal Tranſactions with GOD, we are 
to-confider him as Immanuel, G O D with us, 
und then we can no more doubt of his Mer- 
cy than of his Power, for G0 D is in Chriſt, 
reconciling the World to himſelf. We now 
min 512979% 40330 57 et EO 
+. Thirdly, The Act or Deed of Truſt, by 
which this great Settlement is made; and 
that, in general, is the Covenant of Grace, as 
believed and conſented to by us: G0 D has 
made and publifſied an everlaſting Covenant, 
that was his own Act; our part is to aſſent 
and conſent to this Covenant, and then it be- 
comes a Deed of Truſt and Security for us It 
is our part I am chiefly to explain; and here 
in general I would obſerve, 75 ' 2: til 

I. It muſt be our own perſonal Act: I mean 
not hereby to exclude the Agency of Divine 

Grace 9 — willing, for we are ſaved by 
Grace, through Faith, and that not of our 
ſelves, it is the Gift of GO D, ph. ii. 8. But 
my meaning is, we muſt not depend upon 
what-onk Parents have done for us, to the Neg» 
le& of our own Duty—Our Parents gave us up 
to GOD in our Infancy; the Covenant of 

Grace was then ſealed to us, and is not this our 
ſufficient Security? Why, if when we come to 

be capable of it, we renew that Covenant be- 
tween GOD and our own Souls, and make 
it our own Act and Deed in Sincerity and 
Truth, then this great Settlement is made But 
a baptiſmal Covenant not renewed, is in effect 
a Covenant renounced, and ſo can never be a 
Security to us. DH no tg 


22 | 2. It 
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2. It muſt be an inward Act: I mention 


this becauſe we are all too ready to truſt to 
Forms and external Tranſactions; I fear many 


take it for granted, this Deed of Truſt is made 
becauſe they have been often at the Lord's 
Table, and have there performed thoſe ſolemn 

Rites that Chriſt has appointed as the Seal of 
the Covenant: And, indeed, if thoſe outward 
Actions have been attended with ſuitable Af- 
fections, if there have been inward Acts of the 
Soul correſponding with the outward Expreſ- 
ſions, then the Deed is duly executed; it is 
Authentick, and is filed up in the Book of 
G:O:D's Remembrance, and is Matter of Re- 
cord: But if the inward Act of the Soul be 
wanting, it is ſo far from being our Security, 
that it is a high Provocation to the holy and 


jiealous G OD. 


3. It is a complex Act, and conſiſts of ſe- 
veral Parts: There muſt be a reſcinding all 
Covenants and Agreements with Sin and 


Death; for by our A poſtacy from G O D, both 


Original and Actual, we have entered into a 
Confederacy with Sin and Satan; not explicit- 
ly, but by guſt Conſtruction, we have yeilded 
our ſelves Servants to Sin: This Covenant 
muſt be cancelled with Grief and Shame, and 


Self-Abhorrence; or elſe, when we think to 


lead the Covenant of GO D, the Devil will 
et up this old Deed, and claim and ſeize by 


FVirtne of it: This now is the Work of Go- 


1 and it is of abſolute Neceſ- 
1 | 
Rua further, there muſt be a renouncing of all 
Truſt and Confidence in Creatures, our ſelves 
and others; we muſt be taken off from our own 
bottom, and throughly convinced that in our. - 
ſelves we have neither Righteouſneſs nor Strength 
| e 


ame AGO Fi, 5 i 


P 
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to be depended upon; for every degree of Self- 
Dependance, or Creature- Dependance, is de- 
parting ſo far from the living GO PD. 
Then there muſt be an entire Reſignation 
of our whole ſelves to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
as the Lord our Righteouſneſs, humbly reſol- 
ving in his Grace and Strength, that hence- 
forth we will no longer live to our ſelves, but 
to him that died for us. This is the eſſential 
and the effective Act in this great Affair; 
and it is the great Work of G 6 D to bring 
a Sinner to this unreſerved Reſignation, to re- 
ſolve his own Will into the Will of Chriſt; 
Other Lords have had Dominion over me, but hence- 
forth I will only be called by thy Name, Ifa. xxvi. 13. 
This Reſignation muſt be followed with an 
humble Reliance on Chriſt for Righteouſneſs 
and Strength, reſolving not to look for Salva- 
tion from any other, but firmly believing he 
is able to ſave to the uttermoſt all that come 
to G OD by him: And there muſt be a ſtrict 
regard to all the Means and Methods of Sal- 
vation appointed by Chriſ. 

All theſe Things muſt be tranſacted; firſt, 
ſecretly in the Conſcience, and then ſolemn- 
ly in the Courts of GOD, ſealed and wit-. 
neſſed there: Tho I do not ſay, this publick 
Declaration is abſolutely neceſſary. to Salva- 
tion; yet it is a required Duty, and the neg- 


-le& thereof, if it does not vacate, will very 


much veaken our Evidences for Heaven; Nom. 


Iii. 1. I beſeech you by the Mercies of GOD, 


that ye preſent your Bodies a living Sacrifice, holy 


and acceptable to G O D, which is your reaſonable 


Service. . I now proceed to, $f 

Fourthly, The Uſes of the Truſt, which are 
conched in thoſe words to keep—againft that 
Da . | 
YL: q | „ Here 
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Here is a certain remarkable Day pointed at, " 


as What the Apoſtle had his Eye very much up- 
on, in making this great Settlement, which he 
calls that Day: This he mentions in his Prayer 
for Oueſiphorus, ver. 18. and in the fourth Chap- 
ter of this Epiſtle, vey. 8. it ſeems it. was a Da 

much thought of, much ſpokeniof, and muc 

expected by the Believers of that Age; it 


| ſeems to intend, the Day in which they muſt 


appear before the Judgment-Seat of Chrift, whe- 
ther- at the Time of their Diſſolution, or of the 
general Diſſolution of all Things: Both theſe 
Days agree in this, that they are the Days in 
which we muſt give up an Account to GOD 
of all Things done in the Body, and muſt re- 
ceive our Sentence from him, either of Abſolu- 
tion or Condemnation, . Now, ſince this is done 
at the Day of Death, with reſpect to every one 
ſeverally, our dying Dy may very well have 
this Accent put upon it, and be called that Day. 
And then the Uſes of the Truſt will be theſe 
8 28 e 
1. To be ſaved from Sin while we are in this 
World, and to be guided and ſanctified, and 
eſtabliſned to the end of our Days: And. 
2. To be ſaved from Hell, when we enter 


upon the other World, and to be put into Poſ- 


ſeſhon of the heavenly Inheritance. © 

Theſe are the great Ends and Uſes of this 
ſolemn Deed of Truſt ; and they are of ſuch a 
Nature and Importance, that they deſerve to 
be ſecured in ſuch a manner. Theſe two Uſes 
of this Truſt we often find mentioned together 
in the holy $cripture, as what the Hearts .of 
wiſe and good Men are very much ſet upon, 
and with great Reaſon. 

We have them in the Twenty-third Pſalm, 
ver. 23. Surely Mercy and Goodneſs ſhall follow 7 


then we have the two Uſes of 


gies: whore on ot. ation. £omommn. hs. Gs D F @ 8 
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all the days of my Life, and J will dwell in the : 


Houſe of the Lord jor ever. I know the laſt 


Clauſe may be underſtood of the Pſalmiſt's Re- 


ſolution: to pay a conſtant Attendance in the 
Houfe of G O D on Earth: But ſince he knew 
that GOD had a Houſe in Heaven, where there 
were Manſions for his People, and where they 
muſt dwell for ever, I cannot doubt -but that 
he carried his Thoughts and 9 ſo far; and 

great Truſt, 
firſt, that Goodneſs and Mercy may fallor us all 


- our days, whether our Days here be few or 


many, whether they be e proſperous or afflichve, 
yet that the Mercy 


our ſelves to > 05G OD and Saviour upon this 
ſpecial Truft and Confidence; firſt, that be will 


World, in the midſt of all the Temptations 
we meet with to draw us away from GOD; 

and then, that be will ſet us before bis Face for 
ever: That he will take us into his Preſence 


l . Heaven, where we may behold his Face in 


- in and be ſatisfied with his Like- 


"We meet with them again in Pſalm ri 24. 


' Thou ſhalt guide me by thy Counſel, and afterward 


receive me to thy Glory : For theſe ends we place 
our Truſt in GOD, firſt, that he will guide 
As by his Counſel, while we are in the Wilder- 


Ge” nets 


| Goodneſs of GOD 

may” follow us through them all; and then, 
that when our Days here ſhall be acoom pliſhed, 
and we muſt go thro? the Valley of the Shadow 
of Death, we may dwell in the Houſe of the Lord 
J Another Place where theſe Uſes of the Truſt 
are mentioned together, is Elm xli. 12. As for 
me, thow * me in mine Integrity, and ſet- 

teſt me bo Face for ever. We commit 


1201 us in our Integrity, while we are in this 
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| neſs of this World, where there are ſo many 
By-Paths, and it is ſo difficult to find, and 
keep the right Way, that we may hear the 
Voice behind us, ſaying, This: is tbe Way, 
walk in it, when we turn to the right Hand or 
to the left; and then, when we come to the 
Borders of Eternity, that he would receive us in- 
to Glory; that he who has been our Guide to 
Death, would be our GOD for ever and ever, 
as the ſame thing is expreſs'd, Eſal. xlviii. 14. 
Me find them mentioned together in Eph. v. 
27, 28. That be might ſauctif) and cleanje bis 
Church with the waſhing of Water by the Word, that 
relates to the preſent State; and then, That be 
might preſent it to himſelf a glorious Church, not 
having ſpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing; that, 
I ſuppoſe, will be allowed to relate to the fu- 
ture State, WE A oa as OY i 
We meet with them again, Eph. vi. 13. That 
ye may be able to withſland in the evil day, and 
baving done all to fand. We commit our ſelves 
to the Lord Jeſus, that thro' him, e may with- 
ſtand all the Temptations and Oppoſitions we 
meet with in the evil Day of Life; and that 
having done all, we may ſtand juſtified and 
crowned: by him in the other World, , | 
I ſhall add but one Place more, and that 
is Jude, ver. 24. Now unto him that is able to keep 
you from falling, and to preſent yon faultleſs be- 
fore the Preſence of bis Glory with exceeding Foy. 
'Theſe are the two great Ends and Uſes of the 
Truſt ; firſt, that GOD would kee us from 
falling while we are 1n this World, Elling in- 
to Sin, falling into Error and Infidelity; and 
that when he has done ſo. he would preſent 
ns faultleſs before the Preſence of his Glory 
with excceding Joy, = | 
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All this is included in thoſe few words, to 


portant and deciſive Day, when we leave one 
World and enter upon another, finiſh one Life 
and begin another: To be kept in the Fear 
and Favour of G OD to that Day, and to be 
accepted by him at that Day, is rhe Sum and 
Subſtance of all the Chriſtians Deſires and 
Hopes; and that, in theſe, he may not be diſ- 
appointed, he commits the keeping of his Soul 

unto GO D, as unto a faithful Creator and Sa- 


* 


viour. 


But tho the Soul be the great Depoſtum, yet 


the Body is not to be excluded, nor wholly 
over-looked in this Deed of Truſt, for there 
is a Day when the dead Bodies of Saints ſhall 


be raiſed up in great Beauty and Glory, and 


there ſeems to be ſome diſtinguiſhing Glory 
Provided for thoſe that have offered up. their 
Lives and Bodies upon the Sacrifice and . Ser- 
vice of the Chriſtian Faith: This Truſt the 
Apoſtle repoſed in the Lord Jeſus, that how 
vilely ſoever that Body of his might be treat- 
ed by his Enemies, yet that Chriſt would keep 
it and raiſe it up at the great Day, and make 
it like unto his own - glorious Body; and 
Chriſt will be true to every part of his Truſt. 
This leads to the | 8 | 

Second. general Head, The Satisfaction the Apo- 
ſtle took in reviewing what he. had done, I 
| know whom I have truſted, and I am perſwaded he 
is able to keep that which I have committed to 
bim e that daß 


It is u 


worldly Concerns by a Deed of Truſt to re- 
flect upon what they have done; and if they 
find, that the Truſtees they have choſen are 
wiſe and faithful, and that the Deed of Truſt 
7 | 18 


, 


ual for Perſons that have ſettled their ; 


37 
keep the Depoſitum againſt that day; that im- 


ad. 
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is well made, they feel a great deal of Eaſe | 


and Quiet in their Mind; but if they ſee rea- 
ſon to queſtion either the Fidelity and Capa- 
city of the Truſtees, or the Legality of the 
5 they are filled with Diſquiet and Trou- 
The Apoſtle had review'd thoſe ſolemn Tran- 
ſactions that had paſs'd between GOD and 
his Soul, and he was well ſatisfied in what 
he had done © And his Satisfuaction was: chief- 
ly grounded upon his Knowledge of Chriſt, 
whom he had choſen to be the great Truſtee, 
I know whom I have truſted; I know who he 
is, and I know he is every way ſufficient for 
the Truft repoſed in him. Faith is a rational 
Act; when the Believer caſts himſelf upon 
Chriſt, he ſees the greateſt and the . 
reaſon in the World for doing ſo— To preſent 
our ſelves to GOD is a moſt reaſonable Ser- 
vice—But” that it cannot be, unleſs the Chri- 
{tian know who it is that he has truſted, if 
he be ſo much a Stranger to him, as not to 
know whether he be GOD ar a Creature, an 
infinite or a finite Being, a neceſſary or a con- 
ringent Being, it is hardly poſſible he ſhould 
be able to repoſe ſuch a Truſt in him, or 
having done fo, to take Satisfaction in it. 
Indeed, till we come to be convinced tho- 
roughly of the-great Value and Danger of our 
Souls, we can truſt them with any one; we 
can truſt them with our Telves, with thoſe 
we call the Church; but when we are ſo con- 
vinced and awakened, we find it a hard thing 
to truſt even GOD himſelf. | 
And furely, if we do not know that Chrift 
is GOD, we cannot be ſure that he is able 
to keep what we have committed to him— 
Since there is that Weakneſs of defectibility 
| in 
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in ſeyery Creature, as ſuch, that he is not 
6 


certain he ſhall keep himſelf—G O D puts no 


Truſt in his Holy Ones, and charges his An- 


els with Folly; they may be Angels one 
or, and Devils another, as K of them 


were. 


But now, how came the Apoſtle by this Know- 
Im 10 


ledge of Chriſt, that gave much Satiſ- 
faction in the Truſt he had repoſed in him? 
1. He knew him by the ſight of Faith at 
his Converſion, then the 7 of his Body 
were” r N — ys Je of his Soul 
was opened by a Light from Heaven, ſhining 
Found about Fre Acts ix. 3. Then Chin A 
peared to him, and let him know effectually 


Who he was; he ſo diſcovered himſelf to the 
Soul of Faul, that he preſently acknowledged 


him to be his Lord and Lawgiver, and im- 


mediately deſired: to receive Inſtructions from 


him; he now (as Thomas) owned him to be 


his Lord and his GOD. One of the firſt Acts 
of the holy $ 
ner, is enlig 


2 in the Converfion of a Sin- 
| tning his Mind in the Know- 
ledge of Chriſt, then he ſees that in Chriſt, 
that aſſures him he is fit to be truſted with 


| Kis eternal All, and is able to keep whatever 


he commits to him. 
2. He knew him better by Experience ever 
ſince; experimental Knowledge is the moſt 


ſatisfying, Chriſt had been a tried GOD to 


him ever ſince he firſt gave up his Soul to 
him; he had often had occaſion to make 
tryal of the Power and Faithfulneſs of the 


Lord Teſus, and he had always found him a 
preſent Help: He mentions one Caſe that 


was very extraordin in this, 2 Ep. iv. 
16, 8 that woes i firſt Appearance be- 


fore Nero; the Caſe was ſo dangerous that not 
"8 one 
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one of his Friends durſt ſtand with him, but 
all forſook him, which was a great Fault in 
them, and he begs that GOD would not lay 
it to their Charge. Now he had an opportu- 
nity to make tryal of the Faithfulneſs of 
Chriſt; and how did he then act towards him? 
ver. 17. Nevertbeleſs the Lord ſtood by me, and 
ftrengthened me—Af he had put his Truſt in 
Men, tho' good Men, he ſaw how he ſhould 
have been ſerved ; but his Truſt was in the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and he did not fail him, 
The Lord flood by me and ſtrengthened. Now, 
from this Experience, he reaſonably and com- 
fortably concludes, that Chaiſt would never 
forſake him in any future Tryal, ver. 18. The 
Lord will deliver me from every evil Work, and 
will preſerve me to his heavenly Kingdom, to whom 
be Glory for ever and ever. Amen. 2 
Upon this, his Knowledge of Chriſt, by 
Faith and Experience, he grounds the Satiſ- 
faction he took in reviewing this great Truſt, 
I know whom I have truſted : It is as if he ſhould 
fay, if this were to do again, it ſhould be 
the firft thing I wonld do, and I would recom- 
mend 1t to others that are in Fears and Doubts 
about their Eternal State, that they would 
commit the keeping of their Souls to Chriſt, 
in a way of welk-doing, and they will never 
fee cauſe to repent it. „„ 

Now let us bring this home to our ſelves 
by perſonal Application. And, - | 
1. Let us ask our Souls, whether this great 
Settlement be yet made—Look over: what has 
been ſaid concerning the Act and Deed of 
Truſt, and look into your Hearts and ſee whe- 
ther any ſuch things have been tranſacted 
there; believe me, Sirs, it is a Matter of the 
greateſt Conſequence, and therofore ought not 
e 


* 
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to be left at an Uncertainty : Till this be 
done, you will never have ſolid Comfort, your 
Souls will never dwell at eaſe; nay, till this 
be done, you run a dreadful Riſque every 
Day and Hour, Death will be the undoing of 
thoſe: for ever, that are found in the Neglect 
of this moſt neceflary Duty. I take it for 
granted, you have not acted fo careleſs a part 
as to your worldly Concerns, you have ſurely 
made the proper Settlements for your ſelves and 


for your Families; and if, in the mean while, 


you ſhall ſtill neglect your ſpiritual Securities, 


while your Families reap the Fruit of your 


common Prudence, in ſecuring your Eſtates for 


them, your loſt Souls will reap the bitter 


Fruits of your ſinful Folly, in making no Pro- 
viſion for your Eternal State: Conſider this, 
end ſhew your ſelves Men, and do not defer 
this Matter; many Perſons have deſigned to 
make wiſe and good Settlements, but they have 


delay'd from one Time to another, till at laft 


Death hath ſurprized and prevented them; 


in that Day, all ſuch Thoughts periſh. 


2. Let them that have committed their Souls 
to Chriſt, diſcharge themſelves of all anxious 


and di;c.aQing Fears, call upon your Souls to 


return to their ſtrong Hold, and unto their 


Reſt in G0, he has dealt bountifully with - 


you, he has given you this Counſel, bleſs him 
for it, and wait for all the Advantages that 
ſhall flow from this Everlaſting Covenant; 

ou h: e in it all your Salvation, and all your 
Deſire. It was very pleaſing to hear a Servant 
of Chriſt lately under a very threatning Di- 
ſtemper, who, when he was ask'd what Satiſ- 


faction he had concerning his Eternal State, 


readily anſwer'd, O, Sir, that's a Point that has 


been ſettled long ago, I know whom I have truſted, 1 
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It is true, even thoſe that call on GO D as 
their Father, who will judge every Man ac- 
cording to his Work, are oblig d to paſs the Time 
of their ſojourning here in fear; but it muſt be 
only a fear of Caution, not of Diſtruſt. It has 
been ſometimes obſerved, that thoſe that have 
truſted Chriſt with their Souls, are too prone 
to diſtruft him about leſter Things: I ſpeak this 
to their Shame, can you truſt him with the 
reater and not with the leſs? Perhaps you will 
Jay, if the Promiſe of GOD were as abſolute as 
to the Things of this World, as it is in Things 
of a ſpiritual and eternal Nature, we could 
then as eaſily truſt him with the one as with 
the other: But ſhould you not conſider, that 
In Things of a temporal Nature there is no 
Reſtriction put upon the Promiſe but what is 
for your Advantage; theſe Things you ſhall 
have, as far as they are good for yon, but who 
knows what is good for. a Man all the Days 
of this vain Life, which he ſpendeth as a Sha- 
dow? Why G OD knows what is good for you 
and if you be in Covenant with him, he will 
make all Things work together for your good, 
and if you know that, it ſhould be ſufficient. 
We have a remarkable Paſſage, which, 1 
think, proper to mention here, in Exra viii. 
21, 22. The caſe was this, Exra and many 
of his Companions were, by the King's Per- 
miſſion, about to return from Babylon to Feru- 
ſalem; the Journey was long, and there were 
many Dangers and many Enemies in the Way. 
Ezra conſidered with himſelf how they ſhould 
procure ſafe Conduct; the firſt thing that of- 
fer'd it ſelf to his Thoughts, was to deſire of 
the King a Band of Soldiers and Horſemen, and 
no doubt he had Intereſt enough with the Pers 


ſan Court to have procured ſuch a * 
5 | | but 


Funeral SER MON. © 
but he was aſham'd to make that Propoſal; 


why ſo? why, becauſe he and his Gom =; f 


nions had ſpoken unto the King, ſaying, The 
Hand of our G O D it upon all them that ſee him 


for good. And having thus declared their Truſt 
in GOD, if they ſhould have asked à Band 


of Soldiers, the King and his Courtiers might 
well have replied upon them, where is now 
your G OD, and what is become of your Con- 


- fidence in him? And therefore Exra rather 
chuſes to proclaim a Faſt at the River Abava, 


that the 7 afflict their Souls before GOD 
and ſeek of him a right Way for themſel 
their little ones, and all their Subſtance; a 


they did not ſeek in vain. What I obſerve 
from this Paſſage is, that the People of GOD 


ſhould be aſhamed to do any thing that may 
give the World occaſion, either to. queſtion 
_— Truſt in GOD, or his readineſs to help 
them, | 


Friends; they have now paſs'd that day, that 


. deciſive Day, but it did not overtake them 


unawares, they had long expected it, and pro- 
vided for it; the great Events of that Day 


were ſettled and ſecured between GOD and 
them a great while before it came, and there- 


fore it was no Surprize to them, all was found 
ſafe and well; they have faithfully fulfilled 


their Truſt (Sins of Infirmity e they 
n 


have fought the good Fight, they have finiſned 


their Courſe and kept the Faith Not only 


piecg's their Faith to Chriſt, but kept the 
Faith, and Chrift has accepted them; and now 
he has diſcharged the main part of his Truſt 


for them, he has carried them thro' an evil 


World, and help'd them to finiſh well, he has 
| received 


I 
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3. This may ſerve to alleviate our Sorrows, 
for the removal of our godly Relations and 


Bodies into his Covenant and into 


Words. 


received them to himſelf, and preſented them 
to the Father without Spot or Blemiſh: And 


for that part of the Truſt that remains, he 


will not fail te perform it; he bas chan their 
i his Cuſto- 
fy, he has hid them in the quiet Chambers 
of the Grave, he has appointed them a ſet 
Time. and he will remember them, he will 
raiſe them out of the Duſt, and change; them 
and make them like to his own glorious Bo- 
dy, he will re-unite them to their perfected 
Souls, he will come down to own and, honour 
them before the whole World, and they ſhall 
be r up to meet the Lord in the Air, and 
fo ſhall be for ever with the Lord, wherefore 
comfort your ſelves and one another with theſe 
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On the much Lamented 


DEATH 


Mrs. Elizabeth Bury. 
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To the Reverend 


Mr. Samuel Bury. | 2 


Reverend SIR, 


Hen I received your Requeſt of an 
W EL E G on the late E 


Ar. uy: I found my ſelf umwilling to 
deny 4 Perſon of your Merit: Yet I knew 
not how to reſume 4 Study I bad abandon'd 
jo many Tears, except what I devoted to the 
mitation of the Pſalms of David. Tho' I 

do not uſe to bind my ſelf with ſolemn Vows, 

yet I had long ago purpoſed to write no more 
ſuch Poems, but when the Occaſion it ſelf 
ſbould be ſo extraordinary as to awaken my 
old Ideas almoſt from be Grave, and con- 
firain Fancy to the Work. | 


Such an unexpected Occaſion, Sir, was 
given me when you put into my Hands the 

emoirs of her LIFE, which you had 
collected. The Character of the Deceaſed 
ſo far exceed: what I could have imagin- 
ed, that drew my Thoughts and Verſe out 
to all this Length, almoſt contrary to my 
own Reſolutions. 


To the Reverend Mr. Samuel Bury. 


Accept it, honoured Sir, as a Tribute 
paid to the Memory of ſo uncommon à Vir- 
rue, and a Life of Piety ſo ſublime. And 
may the Publication 75 it to the World be 


attended with ſome happy Imitations of ſe 
ſbining an Example, Amen. 


* 
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On the much Lamented 


Death of Mrs. Elig. Bury. 


Late WIFE of the, Reverend Mr. Samuel Bury, of 
Briſtol, annexed to ſome Memoirs of her Life, 
drawn up by him, but collected out of her own 

Papers. | 


H E muſt aſcend : Her Treaſure lies on high; 
And there her Heart is. Bear her thro' the Sky 
On Wings of Harmony, ye Sons of Light, 

And with ſurrounding Shields protect ber Flight. : 
Teach her the wond'rous Songs your ſelves compoſe | ? 
For yon bright World ; ſhe'll learn em as ſhe goes; | | 
The Senſe was known before: ds ſacred T bemes, 
* The GOD, the Saviour, and the flowing Streams 4 
& That ting'd the curſed Tree with Blood Divine. 1 
« Purchas#d a Heaven, and waſpd a World from din; | 
« The Beams, the Bliſs, the Viſion of that Face 

* I here the whole Godhead ſhines in mildeft Grace; 

Theſe are the Notes for which your Harps. are ſtrung |; 
'Theſe were the Foy and Labonr of ber Tongue 
In our dark Regions. Theſe exalted Strains f 


Brought Paradiſe to Earth, and ſooth'd her Pans. 


Souls 


Oe ee — 


Souls made of pious Harmony and Love, 


Can be no Strangers to their Work Above. 
But muſt we boſe ber bence ? The Muſe in Pit 
Regrets ber Flight and calls the Saint again. 


Stay, gentle Spirit, ſtay. Can Nature find 

« No Charms to bold the once-umfetter d Mind? 
« Muſt all theſe Virtues, all theſe Graces ſoar 

« Far from our Sight, and bleſs the Earth no more? 
« Muſt the fair Saint to Worlds immortal climb, 
« For ever loſt to all the Sons of Time? 
O, no; ſhe is not loſt. Behold her here; 

How juſt the Form! how ſoft the Lines appear ! 
T be Features ¶ ber Soul, without Diſguiſe, 
Drawn by her own bleſs'd Pen, a ſweet 5 
To Mourning Friends. The Partner of ber Cares 
Serz'd the fair Piece and vaſbd it ore with Tears, 
Dreſs'd it in Flowers, then hung it on her Urn, 
A Pattern for the Sex in Ages yet unborn. 


Daughters of Eve, come, trace theſe heavenly Lines, + 


Feel with what Power the bright Example ' ſhines , 
She was what you ſhould be. Toung Virgins, come, 
Drop a kind Tear, and dreſs you at her Tomb : 
Gay Silks and Diamond are a vulgar Road 
Her radiant Vertues ſhould create. the Mode. 
Matrons, attend ber Her ſe with Thoughts refn'd, 
Gaze and Tranſcribe the Beauties of ber Mind, 
And let her live in you. The Meek, the Great; 
The Chaſte ard Free; the Chearful and Sedate ; 
Swift to Forgroneſs, but to Anger flow ; 
And rich in Learning, yet averſe to Show, 
With Charity and Zeal that rarely join, | 
And all the humane Graces and Divine | 
Reign'd in ber Breaſt , and held a pleaſes Strife 
Thro' every ſhiſting Scene of various ie, 
The Mud, the Bride, the Widow and the Wife. 
Nor need a manly Spirit bluſh to gain 
Exalted Thoughts from ber ſuperior Vein. 


An Elegy on the Death of Mrs. Eliz. Bury, 
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An Elegy on the Death of Mrs. Elis. Buty. 


Attend her Hints, ye Sages of the Schools, 
And by ber Nobler Pragice jo Rules, 
Let ber inform you to addreſs the Ear _ , 


And ſtill without Offence, Thrice happy Soul, 

That could our Paſtons and ber own controul ! 

Could weild aud govern that unruly Train, ons” 

Senſe, Fancy, Pleaſure, Fear, Grie rip, Hape, and Pain, © 

And live ſublimely God! Behold er Move TO 

Thro' Earth's rude Scenes, yet point ber Thoughts Above: 8 

Seraphs on Earth pant for their Native Skies, 

And Nature feels 1 pal, not to riſe. 3 
Te venerable Tribes 45 boly Men, x 

Read the Devotions of art and Peu, 

And learn to pray, and 7, Buriſſa knew 

To make Life happy, and reſign it too. 

The Soul that by t had valł d th Ethereal Road, 1 
Pleas'd with the Summons, took ber farewel Flight to GO p. 
But ne er ſhall. Words, or Lines, or Colours paint 
Tb' immortal Paſtons of the expiring Saint. | 

V bat Beams of Foy. ( Angelick Airs) ariſe 

Ore ber pale Cheeks, and ſparkle thro' ber Eyes 

Ir that dark Hour ! how all ſerene ſhe lay 

Beneath the Openings of Celeſtial Day ! 

Her Soul retires from Senſe, refines from Sin, 

W hile the deſcending Glory wrought within; 

Then in a ſacred Calm reſign'd ber Breath, 

And as ber Eye-lids clos'd, ſbe ſmil'd in Death. 
O may ſome pious Friend, that weeping ſtands 

Near my laſt Pillow with upeli ifted Hands, 

Or wipes the Mortal Dew from off my Face, 

Witne\s ſuch Triumph in my Soul, and trace 

The Dawn of Glory in my dying Mein, 

W bile on my lifeleſs Lips ſuch heavenly Smiles are ſr! $ 


Sept. 29, 1720, | J. Matts. 
F IN KS 


Books Written by the ſame Atithor, and 14 by 
Nath. Cliff and Dan. Jackſon, at the Bible and 
_ Crowns in Cheapſide, near Mercers Cha- 
pel. 5 N 1 


1. A Scriptural Catechiſm, being an Abridgment of Mr. C. 
Stockton's, deſign'd eſpecially for the Uſe of Cha- 
rity Schools in Edmund's-Bury, A. D. 1699 © © 
2. A Collection of Pſalms, Hymns, and ſpiritual Songs, fit- 
ted for Morning and Evening-Worſhip, in a Private Family. 
Third Edition, with Additions, A. 12 1 
3. A Funeral Sermon for the Reverend and Pious Divine, 
Mr. John —_— M. A. ſometime Fellow of C. CC. C. and 
late Paſtor of a Church in Ipſwich, &c. preach'd at Bark- 
ing DT, Aug. 15. 1700. at his Interment there, As 
20. 38. | PAIN TN | 
4. A. Second Sermon on the ſame Occaſion, preach'd at 
Ipfwich, Aug. 23. 1700. John 5. 375. | 
5. A Funeral Sermon for the Reverend and Pions Divine, 
Mr. Timothy Wrigbt, late Paſtor of a Church at Ipſwich, 
preach'd at his Interment there, Nov. 25.1701. Phil. 2. 20. 
6. A Funeral Sermon on the Death of the Reverend and 
Prous Mr. Samuel Cradock, B. D. ſometime Fellow of Ema- 
nue! College in Cambridge; afterwards Rector of Nortb- 
Cadbury in Somerſetſhire, and late Paſtor of a Church in 
Biſhop's Stortford in Hertford ſhire, who departed this Life, 
Od. 7. 1706. was interr'd at Wickham-Brook in Suffolk, Oct. 
11. in the 86th Year of his Age, preach'd at Bansfield, 
r. 
7.. Two Sermons preach'd at the Opening of a New ere. 
Qed Chapel in St. Edmund's-Bury, Dec. 30. 1711. Exod. 40. 
34. l 
8. A Sermon preach'd at the Ordination of Mr. Thomas 
Fiſher, at Caftle Hedingham, in the County of Eſſex, June 
23. 1713. 1 Theſſ. 2. 4. 
9. A Funeral Sermon on Robert Baker, Eſq; preach'd at 
St. Edmund s-Bury, Dec. 17. 1713. 1 Cor. 15. 26,—— 
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